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thirds of its industrial base, was turned
into a wasteland a loss equivalent to the
devastation of this country east of Chicago.

Today, should total war ever break out
again no matter how our two countries
would become the primary targets. It is an
ironic but accurate fact that the two strong
est powers are the two in the most danger
of devastation. All we have built, all we
have worked for, would be destroyed in the
first 24 hours. And even in the cold war,
which brings burdens and dangers to so
many countries, including this Nation s
closest allies our two countries bear the
heaviest burdens. For we are both devoting
massive sums of money to weapons that
could be better devoted to combating igno
rance, poverty, and disease. We are both
caught up in a vicious and dangerous cycle
in which suspicion on one side breeds sus
picion on the other, and new weapons beget
counterweapons.

In short, both the United States and its
allies, and the Soviet Union and its allies,
have a mutually deep interest in a just and
genuine peace and in halting the arms race.
Agreements to this end are in the interests
of the Soviet Union as well as ours and
even the most hostile nations can be relied
upon to accept and keep those treaty obliga
tions, and only those treaty obligations,
which are in their own interest.

So, let us not be blind to our differences
but let us also direct attention to our com
mon interests and to the means by which
those differences can be resolved. And if we
cannot end now our differences, at least we
can help make the world safe for diversity.
For, in the final analysis, our most basic
common link is that we all inhabit this small
planet. We all breathe the same air. We all
cherish our children s future. And we are
all mortal.

Third: Let us reexamine our attitude
toward the cold war, remembering that we
are not engaged in a debate, seeking to pile
up debating points. We are not here dis
tributing blame or pointing the finger of
judgment. We must deal with the world
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as it is, and not as it might have been had
the history of the last 18 years been different.

We must, therefore, persevere in the
search for peace in the hope that construc
tive changes within the Communist bloc
might bring within reach solutions which
now seem beyond us. We must conduct our
affairs in such a way that it becomes in the
Communists interest to agree on a genuine
peace. Above all, while defending our own
vital interests, nuclear powers must avert
those confrontations which bring an adver
sary to a choice of either a humiliating re
treat or a nuclear war. To adopt that kind
of course in the nuclear age would be evi
dence only of the bankruptcy of our policy
or of a collective death-wish for the world.

To secure these ends, America s weapons
are nonprovocative, carefully controlled,
designed to deter, and capable of selective
use. Our military forces are committed to
peace and disciplined in self-restraint. Our
diplomats are instructed to avoid unneces
sary irritants and purely rhetorical hostility.

For we can seek a relaxation of tensions
without relaxing our guard. And, for our
part, we do not need to use threats to prove
that we are resolute. We do not need to
jam foreign broadcasts out of fear our faith
will be eroded. We are unwilling to impose
our system on any unwilling people but
we are willing and able to engage in peaceful
competition with any people on earth.

Meanwhile, we seek to strengthen the
United Nations, to help solve its financial
problems, to make it a more effective instru
ment for peace, to develop it into a genuine
world security system a system capable of
resolving disputes on the basis of law, of
insuring the security of the large and the
small, and of creating conditions under
which arms can finally be abolished.

At the same time we seek to keep peace
inside the non-Communist world, where
many nations, all of them our friends, are
divided over issues which weaken Western
unity, which invite Communist intervention
or which threaten to erupt into war. Our
efforts in West New Guinea, in the Congo,
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