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No te s on the Play

T h i s two h o u r drama, taken d i r e c t l y from. t h e t e s t i m o n y

and h e a r i n g s be fo re the Warren Commission, a t t e m p t s t o show

the depth of negligence.of the Commission with regards to the quallty

of their investigation. If i t were the only instance and were piched
out of context , i t would, be unjus t . This is not the case. The

inteview with Jack Ruby is only t y p i c a l .

The P r o l o g u e b e g i n s wi th a l e t t e r w r i t t e n by members o f

the s t a f f working for the Commission. I t mentions important witnesses

never called, s ignificant clues worthy of further investigation.

There are literally hundreds of leads never researched, hundreds of
other witnesses whom they avoided of protected, evasions of questions
that should have been asked, acceptance of answers t h a t were n o t

a n s w e r s .

The end r e s u l t of t h e avo idance o f a s k i n g t h e s e q u e s t i o n s

and following these paths will be a bloody road of violence, more

murders , i n c r e a s e d major c r i m e s in eve ry s t a t e ."Murder has been

given p ro tec t ion and r e s p e c t a b i l i t y •

The p l a y i s s a y i n g , t h r o u g h the words o f J a c k Ruby and

the Warren Commission, the fol lowing things:

1. There is information J a c k Ruby knows, which he t e l l s
them he knows, but the Commission does not care t o find
o u t w h a t t h a t 1 5 .

He o f f e r s t o t a l k if they w i l l c l e a r the room or
take him t o , Washington. They h a v e no i n t e n t i o n o f
do ing e i t h e r o n e .

J e s e p h V a l e c h i h a s b e e n p r o m i s e d p r o t e c t i o n i n S i n g
Sing f o r t h e r e m i n d e r o f h i s l i f e in exchange f o r
information on the Mafla.We did not do this to Ruby.



2. Thère is itiformation the Commission possessed on their
own effor t and research which they avoid, never a s k
Jack Ruby a b o u t .

The entire investigation of General E. Walker.
Howard Duff, Leopold Ducos Famos,H. L. Hunt andt o o many o t h e r s i s s u p e r fi c i a l , i n a d e q u a t e ,
a b s o l u t e l y u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .

3. The S t a t e o f T e x a s watched over and saw that the
Commission " d i a r ight i n s o f a r a s the State of Texas
was concerned."

L e o n
JaworskiCnow Pres, Amer.B a r A s s o c

is r e c o mmended fowell forCheif Just ice)former Beard ofDirectors HuustonC/A front. Co.

The i n t e r e s t i n fi n d i n g ou t who k i l l e d P r e s i d e n t
Kennedy 1 s a National problem, n o t a T e x a s
s c a n d a l w h i c h m u s t b e c o v e r e d o v e r f o r t h e p r o t e c t -
l o n of a n y s i n g l e c i t y o r s t a t e .

The assassination of President Kennedy was and is
s t i l l a n in te rna t iona l p r o b l e m . I f l e f t unsolved,
we w i l l f e e l the heat of g loba l f u r r o r.
In a d d i t i o n to Texas " o f fi c i a l s " wa tch ing o v e r t he
Commission, Henry Wade f e l t i t necessary t o make
comments and suggestions regard ing t h e polygraph

T h i s s h o u l d h a v e b e e n a m a t t e r b e t w e e n
Jack Ruby and the Commission.

4. Jack Ruby i s a n o l a pro.
The Commission was r e m i s s i n n o t a l l o w i n g Ruby

s p e a k t o them i n p r i v a t e . They t a k e t h e b lame
for t h i s . •

However, there i s not quarantee t h a t Jack Ruby,
o n c e a l l o w e d t o t a l k , would c o o p e r a t e . H e s t i l l
has v i s i o n : o f t h a t " fancy type n i g h t c l u b " when
he g e t s o u t : A c c o u i n g t o R o s s i , s a i d h e " d e b t s
were a l l paid" on Wed. ,Nov.21 ,1963-- -a f te r hanging
over h i s head a long t ime.

Only t h e a w a r e n e s s t h a t he w i l l p r o b a b l y be s h o t
dawn i n D a l l a s s h o r t l y a f t e r he i s r e l e a s e d w i l l
convince him t o s t o p p l a y i n g the game.

5. Dallas o f fi c i a l s , D i s t r i c t Attorney's o ffice , the
Warren Commission , and J a c k Ruby a l l worked together.

They a l l he lped w r i t e and r e w r i t e t h e po lyg raph
t e s t u n t i l the q u e s t i o n s s u i t e d a l l of them.
Ruby even a d m i t t e d go ing ofer some ahead wi th Wade.
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6. Chief Justice Warren 1s with the Commission all
1 t h e w a y .

I t i s t o l d t h a t h e c r i e d w h e n a s k e d t o h e a d
t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n . A f t e r b e i n g p r e s s u r e d i n t o
t h e p o s i t i o n , no man a l i v e c o u l d h a v e d o n e a
b e t t e r job of t ry ing to do what they des i red
accomplished. .

I t i s impossible to bel ieve t h a t he d i d n ' t know
that the only purpose o f t h e i r being there was
to s e c u r e i n f o r m a t i o n . When he t e l l s Ruby t o
j u s t t a l k and t e l l him a b o u t t h e way he p a s s e d
th ree days , t h i s i s the most s u p e r fi c i a l
examinatinn possible. I f Ruby did t h i s murder for

a n y g r o u p i n t e r e s t e d in a s s a s s i n a t i n g Pres ident
Kennedy, the movements o f luby for, two days were
the l e a s t par t of the p lo t .

7. Jack Ruby has control of the Commissior
He' plays a game with them.He wants to know why
they d o n ' t ask more. He s a y s i f he was p a r t o f
a plot, so were the Dallas Police, Little Lynn,
a n d o t h e r s .

The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r no t fi n d i n g ou t what
happened i n D a l l a s i s put back i n t o the hands of
t h e C o m m i s s i o n . He: t o l d t h e m t o a s k a b o u t t h e s e
things and they did not.
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TIGER BY THE TAIL

ACT ONE

SCENE I

P r o l o g u e which c o n s i s t s o f t h e r e a d i n g o f two l e t t e r s .
1. To Richard Helms, Depaty D i r e c t o r f o r C . I . A f r o nthe Warren Commission reques t ing " a n y informatiori n t h e i r fi l e s c o v e r e d in t h e memorandum, a s w e l la s any o t h e r a n a l y s i s by y o u r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s whichy o u b e l i e v e m i g h t be u s e f u l t o t h e C o m m i s s i o n . "Malled Feb. 26, 1964.

2. To the Warren Commission from the F. B . I . regardinginformat ion about Howard Duff , Jack Ruby, andGeneral Walker.
Mailed June 26, 1964.

SCENE I I

Dallas J a i l
1 1 : 4 5 a . m :
June 7, 196't, seven months a f t e r the a s s a s s i n a t i o n ofP r e s i d e n t K e n n e d y.Taken d i r e c t l y from Volume V, Hearings b e f o r e t h ePresident's Commission on the Assassination of FresidentKennedy•

A C T   T W O

SCENE I

P ro logue :

A l e t t e r w r i t t e n from Henry Wade, D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y,D a l l a s , to the Commission r e g a r d i n g the q u e s t i o n son the polygraph t e s t .
July 15, 1964

SCENE II

D a l l a s J a i l
11 :00 A.M..

July 18, 1964Taken e n t i r e l y from "olume XIV o f the H e a r i n g sbefore the. President's Commission on the Assassinationof P r e s i d e n t Kennedy•



1. Jack Ruby•

CAST OF CHARACTERS - ACT I

The Prologue will g i v e a complete d e s c r i p t
i o n o f h i m s o t h a t we k n o w a b o u t t h i s man

b e f o r e h i s i n t e r v i e w b e g i n s .

2 . Chie f J u s t i c e E a r l Warren
During this interview he wil l be very bored

Face will b e drawn, a lmost asleep, lethargic
He looks as i f he wishes t h i s t h ing were
over or never happened.

3. Gerald Ford.
Congressman

4. J. Lee Rankin
General Counsel

5. Arlene Specter
A s s i s t a n t C o u n c i l

6. Robert Story•

7. Leon J awor sk i

8. Jim Bowie

9. J00 H. Tonahill.

Mr. Ford w i l l only ask o n e question, a n d

Ruby will doubt the s ince r i ty of tha t .
Also b o r e d , l o o k i n g i n t o s p a c e , n o d e s i r e
t o a s k o r i n q u i r e .

• M r . Rankin is equally bored. Asks few
questions. I s n ' t i n t e r e s t ed in Ruby's s to ry.
D o e s n ' t v o l u n t e e r t o r e m o v e Te x a s men .
The fi v e men from Washington seem to have
come for the r i d e , o r t o make their numbers
seem impressive while Ruby talked.
It a l l seems very o ffic ia l , but very void.

Works fo r the Warren Commission.
Ord ina ry looking person.Contributes nothing to interview, just half
sleeps l i k e the other men.

. . . Ta l l , man, Texas Western o u t fi t , stands
s t r a i g k t
Represents "Texas". . t o see

and l e t s h i s presence inowwarrent h a t t h e
Commission does r ight by the State of Texas.
Enters with lir. Storey. His companion to
protect Texas.
Both impos ing , f r i g h t e n i n g men.More aware o f Ruby than the Commission
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

•Ass i s tan t D i s t r i o t Attorney:Comes f r o n office tha t asked for Ruby's deat
a few months e a r l i e r .
Sits here with t h e Commission to s i lent ly
" d a r e " Ruby t o t a l k even i f t h e Commission
wanted to know, which they d i d n ' t .

• A t t o r n e y
Self appointed guardian of Ruby.
Refused t o l e a v e Ruby ' s s i d e f o r e i g h t e e n
months u n t i l a c o u r t o r d e r removed him.

t a l l , f a t man.Largo ten gallon hat on his head.HugeP i c t u r e o f h im i n " Tr i a l o f Jack Ruby" Kapla



C h a r a c t e r s . • c o n t i n u e d

1 0 . E l m e r W• M o o r e .

11 . J . E . D e c k e r

•...•Spec1al agent, U.S. Secret Service
Always hangs around Ruby, t e l l ' s him thathe i s responsible for Ruby's "body".
R e f u s e s t o l e a v e t h e room.No e x p l a n a t i o r .why a D a l l a s p o l i c e m a n o r j a i l e r wouldn't beenough p r o t e c t i o n on t h e ? t h fl o o r .When Commission a l l l e a v e , Moore s t i l l t h e r e .

Sheriff of Dallas County
No e x p l a n a t i o n o f why he had t o h e a r i n t e r v i e w .When Ruby s e e s Moore , T o n a h i l l , a n d D e c k e r ,he knows t h i s i s no t the t ime or p l a c e t ot a l k .

12. J e s t e r ( a l so c a l l e d reader)
D r e s s e d a s a c o u r t j e s t e r , M e d i e v a l c o s t u n e .Moves a r o u n d f r o m s t o o l , p i l l o w s .
Clowns a r o u n d , sometimes very s e r i o u s .

13. O d e t O l i v e r . ••Court Reporter
The only female in the p l a y . - - - t o o bad.



CAST OF CHARACTERS - ACT I I

1 . Jack Ruby•

2. Mr. Arlen S p e c t e r
3. Bel l P. Herndon..

4. W. James Wood

5. Clayton Fowler.

Same: as Act I

• . Same a s Act I

•Specia l Agent of t he F.B. I
To give the polygraph t e s t .

• • "Not actually a polygraph examiner", but
i s t h e r e to a s s i s t Mr. Herndon•
I t i s never explained why the F.B.I could
not fi n d two men who were p o l y g r a p h opera t -
o r s , o r why h e i s i n t h e room a t a l l .

Already, the room is getting crowded again.
Or should we say, "stacked"?

• . . Attorney for Jack Ruby.
P a s t P r e s i d e n t of Texas Bar A s s o c i a t i o n .
Represented Ruby a very few months, was fi r e d

Immediately a f t e r the polygraph t e s t
because of t he way i t was conducted.

6. Mr. Joe Tonahill. • S t i l l a round from the l a s t i n t e r v i e w.
Ruby i s s t i l l t rying to got him out .
When Ruby becomes aware that his interview
with t h e Commission a n d the Polygraph Test
were useless, h e gets in line and pleases
To n a h i l l .
Tonahill w i l l p ra i se Ruby f o r being"100%
American, and Ruby ends by asking Tonahi l l for
the favor they both know and we never w i l l .

%. Mr. William Atexander: A s s i s t a n t D i s t r i c t Attorney, for Dal las .
Close s e t eyes , s t e r n f a c e .
Picture o f him i n " T r i a l of Jack Ruby" Kapla:
Like M r. Bowie in Act I, no explanation i s

' r e a s o n a b l e on why t h a t o f fi c e o f t h e D i s t r i c t
A t t o r n e y s h o u l d b e p r e s e n t f o r e i t h e r t h e
in te rv iew or the polygraph.

8.Allan L.Sweatt Chief criminal deputy for Dallas County, Tex.
No explanation why he i s necessary. '
To be e f fi c i e n t , t h e n u m b e r o f p e r s o n s
p r e s e n t e f f e c t s the polygraph r e s u l t s .
T h i s s h o u l d h a v e b e e n a t e s t b e t w e e n t h e

Warren Commission and Jack Ruby.
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D.

9 . E . L . H o l m a n . • . J a i l e r

10: D r. R o b e r t B e a v e r . .

1 1 . O d e l l O l i v e r

12. R e a d e r - J e s t e r

• Dr. Beaver was appointed as Jack Ruby's
doctorViir. J . Tonahill . and Judge J .Brown• Ruby has no g r e a t love f o r e i t h e r
o f these , men and d i d n o t a p p r e c i a t e t h e i r
t e y i n g t o use an " i n s a n i t y " excuse f o r h i s
a c t s .

By being declared "insane" by Dr. Beaver,
Jack Ruby could n o t d i s c h a r g e h i s " a t t o r n e y "
Joe To n a h i l l .

Ruby e n t e r s , s e e s B e a v e r, and wants him
"out". They allow him to remain at the door,i n s i d e t h e room.

C o u r t r e p o r t e r as b e f o r e .

Same a s b e f o r e .





ユ ー ト

A c t I

S c e n e : Conference room on the seventh floor of Dallas ja l l .
F o u r t e e n c h a i r s on the l e f t s i d e o f the r o o m , a l l e x c e p t
two w i t h t h e i r b a c k s t o t h e a u d i e n c e .

There is a door in the rear center stage. The wall on
one s i d e o f t h e d o o r w i l l be c u t o u t w i t h a p l a s t i c
i n s e r t . D u r i n g A c t I i t l o o k s a s i f i t w e r e a s o l i d
w a l l . In a c t II t h e p l a s t i c shows s o t h a t t h e men s e n t
ou t of t h e room can be seen by the a u d i e n c e a s they
p u t t h e i r e a r s t o t h e w a l l .

On the r ea r wall , across the top, wi l l be a sec t ion
of a sc reen . Va r i o u s comments, separately and simultaneously
with the dialogue, will be flashed on.

Costumes: The Texas "de legates" , o t h e r w i s e known a s Law Enforcement,
Offica l s , will wear gold sweat s h i r t s .
On t h e r e s h i r t s w i l l be t h e i r name i n bold l e t t e r s ,
s i m i l a r to f o o t b a l l o u t fi t s .

Commission members and s t a f f w i l l wear i d e n t i c a l b l u e

sweat shirts with their names across the back.

F u r n i s h i n g s :

Table, chair, typewriter for court réporter.
L a rg e , e x e c u t i v e t ype arm c h a i r f o r J a c k Ruby t o show
him "holding court", so to s p e a k . - - c r i d i l be a TiRous.

Bookcase t o t h e r i g h t o f t h e s t a g e which w i l l have in 1t
the twenty-six volumes of Testimony.

I n s i d e t h i s c a s e w i l l a l s o be a l l t h e c u r r e n t b o o k s
s i n c e the a s s a s s i n a t i o n c h a l l e n g i n g the Commission.



A u t h o r ' s n o t e s on t h e d i r e c t i o n
o f A c t I and I I .

The fi r s t a c t i s very one s ided . I t i s played almost

e n t i r e l y by one p e r s o n , Jack Ruby. Members o f t h e Commission have

come to"see" him because he asked them to come.Otherwise! they
would not have b o t h e r e d ! they t e l l him. Oswald i s dead . The only

other person who could provide information at t h a t time was
c o m p l e t e l y i g n o r e d f o r s e v e n m o n t h s . None o f t h e men a s k q u e s t i o n s

they should have asked. Nothing registers. Their facds remain
almost like stone. The soliloquy of Jack Ruby adds to the travesty. :
All s i t very s t r a i g h t , motionless.

When the j e s t e r i s t a l k i n g o r i n t e r r u p t s t h e i r i n t e r v i e w s ,

members o f t h e s t a g e do n o t move. They r e m a i n f r o z e n i n one

position un t i l he finishes , then move thei r limbs, etc.as if he

had n o t i n t e r r u p t e d .

Ruby begins to t a l k , is glad t o t e l l what happened,

walks up and down the row and sees the Texas o f fi c i a l s . H e s tops ,

h e s i t a t e s , d e c i d e s t h e r e i s no r ea son t o d i e in the hands o f

d e a f e a r s .

Act II has more a c t i o n with D i s t r i c t Attorney Wade,
Alexander, Ruby and Joe Ionahili passing the ball.. The great
" e n e m i e s " are r e a l l y the bes t o f f r i e n d s .

We must all be grateful to the United States Government
for a l lowing us to read and hear t h i s test imony e x a c t l y as i t

happened . There i s enough drama in the r emain ing twenty s i x

thousand pages for many plays in the years to come.



1-1

F r o l o g u e

(Reader, as t h e j e s t e r , enters the stage smiling
and s t a r t s t o laugh o u t l o u d . He t a l k s t o the
a u d i e n c e , j o k e s wi th them, i s sometimes ser ious .

In h i s hand are two copies o f the Warren Report ,
onn the hardbound copy, the other the paperback.
Steps to t h e c e n t e r, holds both of them in the
a i r , and begins t o t a l k . )

J e s t e r

Well, here t h e y a r e , t h e s e a r e t h e v e r y l a s t word i n t r u t h a n d
G o v e r n m e n t i n v e s t i g a t i o n . They h a v e been a r o u n d two y e a r s now.
E v e r r e a d t h e m ? S o m e f o l k s t h i n k i t s l i k e r e a d i n g t h e t e l e p h o n e

book. I p r e f e r 1 t , myself , t o much of the o ther fi c t i o n fl o a t i n g
around t h e s e d a y s .

(Looks down a t the books as i f to read them)
Assass inat ion p l o t s , those a r e for other people, f o r e igne r s and
funny f a c e s .

I n A m e r i c a ? NEVER ! ! ! ! ! !
TO AVOIENCE)

J u s t t o show t h o s e c r a z y p e o p l e we d o n ' t d o t h o s e t h i n g s , o u r
P r e s i d e n t g o t h i m s e l f t o g e t h e r a C o m m i s s i o n . What a h e a p o f
r e s p e c t b i l i t y , who could d o u b t them even i f they never d i d the
work? Suspicious? b u t you always have them.The Neuro t ic? I suppose, a l t h o u g h t h e r e n e v e r h a s been a s a n i t y
t e s t c o n d u c t e d t o s e e i f t h i s d i a g n o s i s s q u a r e s u p .

How did they write t h i s book? Well, they took in about 30,000
i n t e r v i e w s , accumulated 25,000 pages of reports, l o c k e d a f e w
o f t h e r e p o r t s i n t h e A r c h i v e s f o r 75 y e a r s , whe reve r t h a t i s ,
pr inted 26,000 more pages ca l led Test imony Before t h e H e a r i n g s ,
and condensed a l l that crap into t h i s l i t t le thin book.

• (Walks over to book s h e l f , t a k e s two books in
h i s hands and p u t s them on top o f s h e l f , r e a c h e s
f o r Volume XXVI o f t h e Te s t i m o n y, w a l k s back to
s t a g e and s i t s on a t a l l s t o o l o r a p i l e o f
pillows)

Now, I know i t is hard to scrape together $76. for a set of books
c h e s e . d a y s .
I a m g o i n g t o s h a r e t h e mI share then with you.out of the kindness of my h e a r t ,
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(Opens up Volume XXVI, turns 467, and begins to
read)

(The quotes wil l be what he i s r e a d i n g . O t h e r remarks
w i l l be h i s own, when he i s looking up and ta lk ing)

Reader, Jester '
T h i s l e t t e r I h a v e h e r e was f r o m s t a f f members o f t h e Wa r r e n C o m m i s s i o n
t o R i c h a r a H e l m s , D e p u t y d i r e c t o r o f t h e C . l . A . I T s e e m s a s i f t h e y
n a d d o n e a l o t o f w o r k o n t h e b a c k g r o u n d o f J a c k R u b y b y F e b r u a r y ,

1964. Now t h e y were a s k i n g t h e C . I . A t o g i v e a hand and f 1 l l i n
o n t h e s e p e o p l e o r o r g a n i z a t i o n s . When May r o l l e d a r o u n d , t h e y w r o t e
a n o t h e r l e t t e r t o t h e CIA s a y i n g , " h e y , b o y s , how come n o i n f o r m a t i o n
o n t h e s e guys?" I n S e p t . , a few weeks b e f o r e t h e R e p o r t was for
s a l e and a l f e a d y p u b l i s h e d , an answer did come back s a y i n g they

"knew n o t h i n g a b o u t nobody"

(serious now, looking up)
That meant , I suppose , t h a t the j o b o f i n v e s t i g a t i n g was go ing t o
be done by you and me, and so i t w i l l .

(looks down at the book and talks)
T h i s book t e l l s u s t h a t J a c k R u b y was u p t o a l o t o f t r o u b l e .
He had a t e r r i b l e temper, often used violence, in f a c t very of ten .
"He was known t o h a v e b r u t a l l y b e a t e n a t l e a s t 25 d i f f e r e n t p e r s o n s "

( looks up)

That 1s, in D a l l a s a l o n e . •

"He was p e r i f e r a l l y , i f no t d i r e c t l y , connec ted wi th members o f the
u n d e r w o r l d . "

"He i s s a i d to have been g i v e n advance n o t i c e of p r o s p e c t i v e r a i d s
on h i s own c l u b a n d o t h e r c l ú b s . "

Very t h i c k wi th p o l i c e - hundreds o f pages a b o u t t h a t in t hose books::
o v e r t h e r e .

(point ing to she l f )
Don't hear much about it in the Report- wonder why?

"When i t suited his purposes, he did not h e s i t a t e to cal l in the
underwor ld c h a r a c t e r s f o r a s s i s t a n c e . "

• ( l a u g h i n g - q u i z i c a l )

Wonder where t h e y found t h a t o u t ? Oh yes, I read t h a t too. Too bad
t h e y w e r e n e v e r c a l l e d a s w i t n e s s e s . . Some o f them s h o o t p l e n t y
s t r a i g h t , s o t h e y s a y .
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J e s t e r

"At the time of h i s a r r e s t , Ruby was i n p o s s e s s i o n o f s c r i p t s
i s s u e d by H.L. Hunt, a p rominen t R i g h t Wing e x t r e m i s t . "

(100ks up from book).

C a n ' t blame a man f o r r e a d i n g once i n a w h i l e . Only t h i n g
h e r e i s t h a t t h e name "Lamar Hunt" was found in Ruby's notebook.

Nothing bad about t h a t , I suppose, except t h i s book (looking
a t p a g e s ) a l s o s a y s , "Ruby v i s i t e d the o f fi c e o f Mr. Hunt on Nov.
21,1963."

Mr. Hunt d e n i e d knowing Ruby, and t h a t may be t r u e t o o , but
he c o u l d h a v e been c a l l e d a s a w i t n e s s t o say t h a t same s t a t e m e n t
u n d e r o a t h .

( ta lking to audience very seriously)

Let's be honest with ourselves, O.K? There were some p r e t t y
bad w o r d s p r i n t e d i n t h e n e w s p a p e r i n D a l l a s and o n h a n d b i l l s a r o u n d

the s t r e e t s Nov. 2 2 , 1963. The remarks were suggesting Mr. Kennedy
was "Wanted f o r Tr e a s o n " . I t took a l o t of time and many months
to d i s cove r t h a t Mr. Hunt paid one t h i r d of t h i s a d v e r t i s m e n t , ehe
c o s t o f which was $1400.

(Screen in back, while he is t a lk ing , shows the ad with black
(reading Volume XXVI again) b o r d e r . )

"Ruby i s a l s o rumored t o have met i n D a l l a s w i t h a n Amer ican

Army Colonel : a n d some Cubans c o n c e r n i n g t h e s a l e o f a r m s . "
ANTI CASTRO -

( looks up)

Boy, oh boy, t h a t was more, than a rumor.

( reading)

"A Goternment i n f o r m a n t i n Chicago connec ted with the s a l e o f
a r m s t o A n t i - C a s t r o Cubans h a s r e p o r t e d t h a t s u c h Cubans were b e h i n d

the assassination of President Kennedy."

( t a lk ing)

Now, there was a certain" Leopold Ramos Ducos (holds up book
to show where he i s g e t t i n g informat ion) pagé 472- w h o s a i d h i s

l i f e was t h r e a t e n e d and t h a t t h e same g r o u p would k i l l him t h a t

had been respons ib le for g e t t i n g rid of Kennedy. "

Do you th ink he was eve r c a l l e d a s a witness? G u e s s a g a i n .

J u s t w a i t and s e e how t h i s d e e p s e a r c h i n g Commission a t t a c k s J a c k

Ruby about a l l t h e s e p e r s o n s . . . . . • •

(reading)

"In balance, i t may be said that Ruby's primary interest
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In life was making money. He does not seem to have had any great
s c r u p l e s c o n c e r n i n g t he manner in which he might do s o . "

( 100ks up)

What a naughty.' boy•

(reads)

"He was u s u a l l y c a r e f u l t o a v o i d p r o s e c u t i o n by law e n f o r c e m e n t

a u t h o r i e s . His p r i m a r y t e c h n i q u e i n a v o i d i n g p r o s e c u t i o n was t h e

maintenance of f r i e n d s h i p s with p o l i c e o f fi c e r s , p u b l i c o f fi c i a l s ,
and o t h e r i n fl u e n t i a l persons i n the Dallas Community."

(100ks up)

Well, I t a l l comes in handy, I wan't to tell you .Never
know when you w i l l wake up and fi n d y o u r s e l f i n f r o n t

of t h i r t y m i l l i o n men and j u s t have a sudden urge to k i l l .

( q u i z z i c a l e x p r e s s i o n )

I j u s t wonder who t h o s e p u b l i c o f fi c i a l s around town were.
C a n ' t r e c a l l a n y of them testifying, come to think of 1t.

You have j u s t g o t to do favors f o r guys to get o f f the r a p as
much a s t h i s f e l l o w h a s , c o n s i d e r i n g t h e m o u n t a i n o f t r o u b l e
he could have caused f o r h i m s e l f .

(reading again)'

"Ruby a p p e a r s t o be the k ind o f p e r s o n who c o u l d be p u r s u a d e d by
by a n o t h e r p e r s o n whom he r e s p e c t e d , e i t h e r b e c a u s e o f t h a t p e r s o n ' s

f r i e n d s h i p , i n fl u e n c e , power, p r e s t i g e , o r wea l th , t o become
i n v o l v e d i n a n y a c t i v i t y w h i c h w a s n o t o b v i o u s l y c o n t r a r y t o t h e

i n t e r e s t s of the United S t a t e s . "

(makes a f a c e - as i f so sayy, dig that
c r a z y s t a t e m e n t )

" I t i s q u i t e p o s s i b l e t h a t Ruby c o u l d h a v e been u t i l i z e d by a
p o l i t i c a l l y m o t i v a t e d g r o u p e i t h e r upon the p romise o f money o r
b e c a u s e o f the i n fl u e n t i a l c h a r a c t e r of the ind iv idua l approaching
Ruby."

(Walks around and t a l k s d i r e c t l y t o
a u d i e n c e a g a i n )

Now, y o u w o u l d t h i n k , w i t h t h i s d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e c h a r a c t e r

you a r e a b o u t t o m e e t ,A r t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s C o m m i s s i o n w o u l d d o a

l i t t l e research in to t h i s matter?

(laughs)
G u e s s a g a i n .
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They were all protected, the whole bunch.If they
had n o t h i n g t o s a y , no harm i n l e t t i n g them say i t u n d e r
o a t h a n d b e t w e e n t h e c o v e r s f o r us t o d e c i d e .

(disgusted)

Crazy business, the whole Report. Going a l l over the
w o r l d f o r r e m o t e c o n t a c t s - people who took a f r e i g h t e r t o
Europe in 1959 when Oswald was on the boat t o o - - - and
n e v e r c a l l e d the ' people from the old home town.

(holds up book again, s t i l l Volume XXVI)

The same l e t t e r gave t o the CIA names of p e r s o n s or
o r g a n i z a t i o n s who " m i g h t be i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e a s s a s s i n a t i o n o f

Pres ident Kennedy!

There were e n d l e s s , i m p o r t a n t l e a d s i n v o l v i n g the
e n t i r e a r e a a r o u n d J a c k R u b y. T h e r e were s u s p i c i o u s t e l e p h o n e

calls, close friends of Ruby's, employees with important
information, r e l a t ionsh ips with a l l kinds of persons who could
p o s s i b l y h e l f so lve the a s s a s s i n a t i o n murder and the death,
o f Oswald.

I f any; of them were c a l l e d , the q u e s t i o n s were
avo ided . Most of them were never c a l l e d a s w i t n e s s e s .

(disgusted)

I t j u s t c a n ' t h e l p t o make you wonde r. .

(peppy and entusiast ic)

But, before we meet Jack and E a r l , j u s t one more b i t of
i n f o r m a t i o n the J u s t i c e D e p a r t m e n t p r e p a r e d f o r t h e Commiss ion .

( r e a d s )

"Mr. Howard Duff reported employment during the, period
November, 1962-April, 1963 in t h e household, of General Edwin
Wa l k e r. On May 2 5 , 1 9 6 4 , D u f f l a i d c l a i m t o a n a s s o c i a t i o n

between Ruby and G e n e r a l Wa l k e r , a l l e g i n g t h a t he had s e e n

Ruby a t the Walker res iden ' .ce ."

( s t o p s , looks up) •

I know, the General mentions Duff in one remark, "unreliable,
l i a r " and a l l t h a t j a z z .

But, you can*t brush a guy o ff that f a s t or easy.
If he was a l l these th ings , then why was the General so anxious

to get Duff a job when he got out of the Army in Oklahoma?



2 - 1

1
(Opens up Volume XXVI, turns 467, and begins to

read)
(The quotes will be what he is reading. Other remarks
will be h is own, when he is looking up and talking)

Reader, Jester
T h i s l e t t e r I h a v e h e r e was f r o m s t a f f members o f t h e Wa r r e n C o m m i s s i o n
to R ichard Helms, Deputy d i r e c t o r o f the C . I . A . I T s e e m s a s i f t h e y
had done a l o t of work on t h e background of J a c k Ruby by F e b r u a r y,
1964. Now they were a s k i n g the C.I.A t o g i v e a hand a n d f 1 l l in
on t h e s e p e o p l e o r o r g a n i z a t i o n s . When May r o l l e d a r o u n d , they wrote
ano ther l e t t e r t o the CIA s a y i n g , "hey, boys, how come no i n f o r m a t i o n
o n these guys?" I n Sep t . , a few weeks before the Report was for
sa le and a l feady publ ished, an answer did come back saying they

"knew nothing about nobody."
( se r ious now, looking tp)

That meant , I suppose , t h a t the j o b o f i n v e s t i g a t i n g was g o i n g t o
be done by you and me, and so i t w i l l .

( l o o k s down at the book and t a l k s )

T h i s book t e l l s us t h a t Jack Ruby was up to a lo t of t r o u b l e .
He had a t e r r i b l e temper, ' o f ten used v io lence , in fac t very of ten.

"He was known to have brutally beaten at least 25 different persons".
(looks up)

Tha t 1s, in D a l l a s a l o n e .

"He was p e r i f e r a l l y , i f not d i r e c t l y , connected with members of the
u n d e r w o r l d . "

"He i s s a i d t o h a v e b e e n g i v e n a d v a n c e n o t i c e o f p r o s p e c t i v e r a i d s
on h i s own c l u b and o t h e r c l u b s . "

Very thick with police- hundreds of pages about that in those books:o v e r t h e r e .

( p o i n t i n g to s h e l f )

D o n ' t h e a r much a b o u t i t i n t h e Report- wonder why?

"When i t suited his purposes, he did not hesitate to call in the
underwor ld c h a r a c t e r s for a s s i s t a n c e . "

(laughing-quizical)
Wonder where t h e y found t h a t o u t ? Oh y e s , I read t h a t t o o . Too bad
they were never c a l l e d a s w i t n e s s e s . Some of them shoot p l e n t y
s t r a i g h t , so they s a y.
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(reading testimony)

"Mrs. Duff sa id t h a t he had secured employen t a t Oklahoma City
Through g e n e r a l C l y d e Wa t t s , a t t o r n e y and c o u n s e l f o r G e n e r a l
Edwin A. Walker."

( t a lk ing ser$ously)

When Mrs. Duff c a l l e d t o s a y t h a t t h e S e c r e t S e r v i c e r a n t e d
t o t a k e h i s t e s t i m o n y o n t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g R u b y : ,
General Walker, a n d the John Birch Society, Duff told her
' L o u   n o t i F & e nC a n t r e i l l and I ' l l be g o n e . "

S i n c e t h a t t ime , we have no i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g the l i f e
or limbs of Howard Duff o r S e c r e t S e r v i c e Agent C a n t r e l l , who
took h i s fi r s t s t a t e m e n t s . NEITHER OF THEM WAS CALLED AS
A WITNESS BEFORE THE PRESIDENI*S COMMISSION.

( L i g h t s on s t a g e go out one second t o
show end o f P r o l o g u e . J e s t e r p u t s books
back on the shelf. Screen in back flahes
bright s i g n , fl i c k s i t on and o f f , pop a r t
type o f p o s t e r )

S c r e e n

Here they come, here they come, the great ones seeking truth.....
J e s t e r

( h e w i l l announce o f f names a s they e n t e r , you w i l l see
t h e f a c e s when t h e y come i n , t h e y t u r n a r o u n d a n d t a k e
t h e i r s e a t s . Ruby ,when he comes i n , t a k e s the t h r o n e .
Wa r r e n s i t s c l o s e t o h i m , l e a v i n g e n o u g h room t o jump
up and down o r move a r o u n d . )

Mr. J . L e e Rankin , G e n e r a l Counse l f o r the Commission, J o s e p h A.
B a l l , a s s i s t a n t c o u n s e l , J i m B o w i e , a s s i s t a n t d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y
of Da l l a s , Texas, Joe H. To n a h i l l , a t t o rney? (asks i t with
q u e s t i o n i n h i s v o i c e ) f o r J a c k Ruby, s p e c i a l
a g e n t , U.S. S e c r e t S e r v i c e , J . E . D e c k e r , Ener o r balle county:.
Representative Gerald R. Ford, s h e r i f f o f Saigon, oh pardon me,

A n d
t h e C h i e f J u s t i c e o f t h e Uni ted S t a t e s ,
t h e w h o l e w o r k s . Oh, Jes, here comes Jack Ruby. Wonder how
he s l i p p e d i n .
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Ruby

Without a l i e d e t e c t o r t e s t on my t e s t i m o n y now do you know i f I
am t e l l i n g t h e t r u t h ?

T o n a h i l l

Don ' t worry about t h a t J a c k .

Ruby
I would like to be able to get a l i e de tec tor t e s t of what
m o t i v a t e d me t o d o w h a t I d i d a t t h a t p a r t i c u l a r t i m e . I t s e e n s
a s y o u g e t f u r t h e r i n t o some th ing , e v e n t h o u g h y o u know w h a t y o u
d i d , i t o p e r a t e s a g a i n s t you somehow, b r a i n w a s h e s you, so you
a r e weak i n what you want t o t e l l the t r u t h a b o u t and
wan t t o say w h i c h i s t h e t r u t h .

w h a t y o u

J e s t e r

T h i s guy has a l o t of i n s i g h t . Too bad he d i d n ' t have any
h i n d - s i g h t .

W a r r e n

I f you and your counsel want any kind of t e s t , I w i l l arrange 1t
f o r y o u .

Ruby ( To Warren)

Are you l i m i t e d f o r t i m e ?

Wa r r e n

No. W e have a l l the time you want. All right, Mr. Ruby, tel l
u s y o u r s t o r y .

S c r e e n

Time not : "limited} Elme not", 11mited? Tell him the truth
Earl a s you would want him t o do wi th you.

Ruby

Mr. B e l l i e v i d e n t l y d i d n o t go i n t o my c a s e t h o r o u g h l y ,
c i r c u m s t a n t i a l l y . If he had g o n e i n t o i t , . he w o u l d n ' t h a v e
t r i e d t o v i n d i c a t e me on a n i n a n i t y p l e a t o r e l i e v e me o f a l l
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . Had Mr. B e l l i spent more time wi th me, he
would have r e a l i z e d no t to t r y t o g e t me ou t c o m p l e t e l y f r e e .

I w a n t e d t o g e t on t h e s t a n d a n d t e l l w h a t h a p p e n e d t h a t m o r n i n g .
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(imitating Belli-mocking)
He said, "Jack when they get you on the stand you are actually
speaking of a premeditated crime that you involved yoursolf in".

(sounding sincere, pathetic)
I d i d n ' t c a re . I wanted to t e l l the t r u t h .

( i m i t a t i n g B e l l i a g a i n )
He said," When thecut you to ribbons, ""rosecution gets you on the stand, they will

(Ruby, half smile..lilie a Jewish comedian)
So n a t u r a l l y, I had to re t rac t , and he fought to try to vindicate
me o f t h i s p a r t i c u l a r crime.

W a r r e n

R i g h t now, M r . Ruby, before we get started taking your testimony,
would you mind being sworn in?

(both men stand up, facing eachother)
Do you so lemnly swear t h a t t h e tes t imony you are about to give
b e f o r e t h e C o m n i s s i o n w i l l b e t h e t r u t h . t h e w h o l e t r u t h and
no th ing b u t the t r u t h , so h e l p you God?

Ruby
I do

Wa r r e n

Now you complete whatever s tory you want to t e l l .
Ruby

I had bus iness a t t h e News Building on Friday morning. That i s
the start of the weekend, which is very lucrative, tho weekend.
I got down t h e r e a t 10:30 or 11 : 0 0 i n t h e morning. I s t a r t e d to
wr i te the copy of my a d . I have t o pay cash f o r my

When you a r e in debt, i t i s n e c e s s a r y , t h e y w i l l not put
i t i n i f you d o not pay_cash. I t was important f o r me t o be
a t the News Bui ld ing• I owe the Government quite a b i t of money.
Someone r a n i n a n d s a i d a man was s h o t , o r s o m e t h i n g t o t h a t
effect . S o m e o n e m a d e a s t a t e m e n t t h a t G o v e r n o r C o n n a l l y w a s
s h o t . You say, "My God, i t can't
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The phones were ringing.at the d e s k , they were having a turmoili n that News Building because of a p e r s o n by the name of Bernard
Weissman p lac ing t h a t p a r t i c u l a r ad, a f u l l page a d .

Everything i s very vague to me when this transpired; a f ter they
heard t h e President had been shot; or pr ior to that .
I became very e m o t i o n a l .
I s a i d to John,
sa id t h a t , but i t i s a funny reac t ion t h a t you f e e l .o, but it is a anyhave to leave Dallas." I don' t know why I

And I said, "John, I am not opening up tonight."
(very exhausted t e l l i n g t h i s s t o r y.
Looks los t , f a r away, a s i f i t
were the t e l l i n g o f a bad drean)

I l o f t the building and went down and got my c a r . I w e n t t o t h e
c l u b and I may have made a c o u p l e o f c a l l s from t h e r e . . . . .

(recollecting the calls)
I told Andy to "Call everyone and tell them we are not opening."
We have a l i t t l e g i r l in Fort Worth, I wanted to make suro he
c a l l e d h e r .

And Kathy Kay c a l l e d .
A n d I c a l l e d R a l p h P a u l
I phoned A l i c e Nico l s . I h a d n ' t s p o k e n t o h e r i n 9 m o n t h s o r a y e a r •
I called long distance to California, Al Gruber, I promised him
my dachshund dog.
I called my sister, Eileen, in n i c a g o .
I kept call ing my s i s t e r Eva.
I l e f t the club, went t o the R i t z D e l i c a t e s s e n , then went o u t
to my s i s t e r ' s and stayed at her apartment.

Eva Grant,

Jack wasn' t a t my house 10, 15, o r 20 minutes before he was on
the t e l e p h o n e . I th ink he c a l l e d Andy. Andy c a l l e d back.

" t h i s i scalled thig nunber he took down fron Andy and silf neard him say,Jack Ruby." I d o n ' t n o w w h o h e c a l l e d h e x t .
" D o n ' t t e l l We i n s t e i n I am c l o s i n g . " He cal led two News Buildings
t o say he would be closed three d a y s . He cal led the Synagogue
t w i c e a b o u t t h e h o u r o f s e r v i c e s . He took the phone i n the
bedroom and made another call from there. He called Dileen inChicago."
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• Ruby
About 7:30 I went to my apartment. I went out to the Synagogue, I
l e f t the Bynagogue. I n my mind suddenly, i t mulled over me thatthe po l i ce department was working overtime.

(tells this with tenderness, sympathy)
This is the crazies t thing t h a t ever happened in a person's l i f e . I
have always been very c lose to the po l i ce department. I d o n ' t
know why.

(the Prologue has told us why)
I f e l t I have always abided by t h e law--- with a few l i t t l e

but n o t gerious-- and f e l t we have one o f the
g r e a t e s t p o l i c e f o r c e s i n t h e w o r l d h e r e . and I have always been
close to them, and I visitedi n the office.

( s c r e e n )

Almost every day.
Ruby

Over the radio I h e a r d t h e y were working overtimè. I stopped at
t h e d e l i c a t e s s a n c a l l e d P h i l ' s and t o l d t h e c l e r k I w a n t e d him t o
make some r e a l g o o d s a n d w i c h e s a b o u t 10 o r 1 2 . I c a l l e d an o f fi c e r
by the name of sims and h e told me they had already wound up
their work, but he would tel l the boys about my thoughtfulness:

Before going t o t h e p o l i c e s ta t ion, I t r y to call KLIF but can't
g e t t h e i r n u m b e r. I wanted to br ing sandwiches to KLIF since they
are already s t a r t ed to make them up.

(memory fresh. Enjoys telling this part
about h i s b e i n g i n the J a i l , e t c . )

men c o m p l e t e l y
q u i e t , s t r a i g h t f a c e d , a l m o s t a s l e e p .

- p u t t h e s a n d w i c h e s i n t h e c a r , d r o v e down C o n n e r c e a n d H a r r o o d
a n d p a r k e d m y c a r w i t h my d o g - - - w e n t i n t o t h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e
p o l i c e s t a t i o n , took the elevator up to the second floor,
and t h e r e was a p o l i c e o f fi c e r t h e r e .

(talks loud now, tries to interest them)
This is the firs t tine I ever entered the guilding, gentlemen.The fi r s t timo of that f r i day. The time was approximately 11:15 p.n.
The o f fi c e r was t h e r e . Evidently i t took a l i t t l e domineering
p a r t about me, and I was able to be adritted.
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(Ruby i s sounding cocky now, sure o f
himgelf and h is importante around the ro . )

Ruby
I am still looking for Joe Long, but I am carried away with the
exci tement o f h i s t o r y .
I am in a narrow hallway there and I don' t r e c a l l i f Captain
2 o r 3 f e e t away f rom him.Fritz or Chief Curry brings the prisoner out aidn't know thea n d I an s tanding

Some r e p o r t e r s
v a r i o u s p o l i c e o f fi c e r s ,
w h o t h a t was , a n d I s a i d . I knew they were looking to find out"That was C h i e f Curry o r "That i s
C a p t a i n   F r i t z " .   o r   w h o e v e r   i t   w a s .

w h i l e l u b y i s s a y i n g the agove l i n e s ,
J o e T o n a h i l l h a s w r i t t e n a n o t e .
s i t s f a r t h e s t from Ruby. You s e e h i m
write i t and s t a r t passing i t a l o n g the
l i n e o f m e n l i k e a n a u g h t y s c h o o l b o y . )
I t h a s p a s s e d fi v o o r s i x h a n d s .

Ruby
I s t h a t f o r me Joe?

(The papor s i t s . Joe does not answer.
Nobody e x p l a i n s , t h e l a s t to r e c e i v e i t
j u s t holds i t on h i s l ap . )

Ruby
( C o n t i n u i n g h i s s t o r y . With a l i t t l e loss

o n t h a n i a s m n o w. )

Someone asked, "Isn't there a larger room? Lets go down
to the assembly room downstairs . I was standing 3 foot awayfrom O s w a l d .

I went down t o the assembly room in the basement. I f e l t p e r f e c t l y
f r e e wa lk ing in t h e r e . No one asked me or anything•

(Ruby s i t s on t a b l e in room and r e l i v e s
the scene as i f i t were happening.)

I got up on a l i t t l e table . Then they brought the pr isoner out and
v a r i o u s q u e s t i o n s were being shou ted .
What organization d id he belong to"?Wade answered " Free Cuba."
And I corrected Henry Wade, because l i s tening to the rad io istood i n my mind that it was " Fair Play for Cuba." T h e r e was
a d i f f e r e n c e .
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Ruby
Fron the way he s t a t ed , he l e t t h e r e p o r t e r s n o w t h a t t h i s
was the g u i l t y one t h a t committed the crime. He s p e c i fi c a l l y
stated that in that rogm, that he was the one.
I fe l t I was doputized as a reportor momentarily, you night say..

(gets o f f t a b l e , stands u p , t e l l s
n e x t i n c i d e n t w i t h e q u a l p r i d e )

- c a l l e d o n o f t h e boys a t K L I F. I s a i d t o them " I have
I w a n t t o g e t o v e r t h e r e .

And he said, "yes, do tha t . " Everyone was beckoning Henry Wade,
a n d I c a l l e d h i m o v e r a n d h e t a l k e d o n t h e p h o n e t o t h i s b o y . And
th is fellow was very much elated that I brought him over there.
And I said, "Now, wi l l you le t me in?"
I g o t r e a d y to leave the bu i ld ing and t h e r e was another diskjockoy
a t K L I F Russ Knight. He sa id ,happening?" He had
There was Henry Wade s i t t i n g t h e r e .

a tape recorder. "Henry,
"Jack, where i s everything

I l o f t him there with Henry Wade.

(Mir. Arlen Specter en t e r s the room.
Ruby's express ion changes e n t i r e l y.
He becomes r i g i d , a s i f h e h a s m e t
wi th Mr. S p e c t e r b e f o r e . His s m i l e
l o a v e s - - - no l o n g e r t h e b i g s h o t
in the D a l l a s J a i l , b u t a s m a l l

m a n t r a p p o d i n t h e s a m e j a i l . )

Wa r r e n
(noticing a change i n Ruby)

Wakes upn o w, at least for a moment.)
Adresses Ruby.

This is another man on my staff, Mr. Specter. Would you mind
i f h e c a m e i n ?

Ruby
( s e r i o u s f o r the fi r s t time)

Is there any way of you getting me to Washington?
W a r r e n

( s u r p r i s e d )
I beg your pardon?
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Ruby
(almost shouting)

Is there any way of you getting me to Washington?
Warren

(casual, in complete control)
I don't know of any. I will be glad to talk with your counsel.

Ruby
(looking directly over at Tonahill)

I d o n ' t t h i n k I w i l l got a f a i r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n with my counse l , Joe
To n a h i l l . I d o n ' t think so . I would l i k e to reques t tha t I go
to Washington. I t i s very important .

T o n a h i l l
(smart aleck, sure of himself-to Ruby)

Jack, will you tel l him why you don't think you will got a
f a i r representation?

Ruby
(Just a s sure of hirsolf as Tonapill)

Because I have been over t h i s f o r the longes t time to get tho
l i e d e t e c t o r t e s t . Somebody has been holding i t back from me.

N a r r e n
(taking the responsibility)

The i n t e n e s s o f t h i s t h i n g i s n o t duo t o y o u r c o u n s o l . We h a v e
been s o busy t h a t th i s i s the fi r s t time we havo had an oppor tun i ty
to do i t . I t i s o u r own d e l a y due to t h e p r e s s u r o s on u s .

Ruby(Walks over in front of Ford,
adresses him.)

• What State are you from, Congressman?
(SitsFgfd A l i t t le surprised to fina
Ruby the c l e a r t h i n k e r h e i s . They
were told to expect a "blabbering
id io t . "

Michigan. Grand Rapids, Michigan.
- Warren*

(ignores Ruby's request-wants to continue)
You might go ahead, i f you wish, with the rest of your stationt.

Ruby
(He begins where h e l e f t o f f on Triday night ,

only s l o w o r now, look ing in to the f a c e s of
tho v a r i o u s men as ho t a l k s . )
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• Ruby
I remained at K L I F until about 2 a.m. I l e f t the building and
was d r i v i n g towards the Times Herald when h e a r d someone honk very

There was a po l i ce o f fi c e r in t h e c a r with t h i s
They ta lked and

carried o n . He stated,
would drag him through the streets and would have him hung. „theyinto ribbons, and so o n . " She sa id , " i f he was i n England

I l e f t them and wont to the building of the Times Herala.
(As Ruby i s t a lk ing , Joo Tonahill has written
a n o t h e r o f h i s n o t o s o n a pad. I t i s be ing
p a s s e d down t h e l i n e . Whilo Ruby 1 st e l l i n g
about Kathy Kay and t h e officer, he is watching
t h i s note move along.

He stops talking abruptly, jumps from h i s c h a i r ,
v e r y a n g r y . By now the no te i s in Ruby's hands.

His l ine begins just as ho finishes abovo "Imes
H e r a l d " • Ye l l s a t J o e . . . . .

May I read that, Joe? May I please?
(Remember, 'he never saw the fi r s t note)
Tonahill stands up, takes note out of Warren's
hands where i t has gone by now, hands to paper
to Ruby•

Tonahill
San ever g e t your g lasses?

Ruby
(squinting, reading)

Not y e t .
s t a r t e d J a c k o f f .(reading) "Mis is the girl that

What i s t h i s o t h e r word?

' To n a h i l l

what? - - " t h a t

C u l m i n a t e d ?

That i s unt rue .
o n t a b l e )

Ruby
(shouting)

That i s what I wanted to read. (Throwing pad
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a t t h t h e men tom t eCormission. Ignoring the e x a s d e l e g a t e s

e n t i r e l y. )
Gentlemen, unless you got me to Washington, you can't get a f a i rs h a k e o u t o f me.

Do I sound d r a m a t i c ? Off the beam?

Wa r r e n
No; you are speaking very, vory r a t i o n a l l y. I am r e a l l y surprisedyou have remembered a s much a s you h a v e up to t h e p r e s e n t t i m e .

'Ruby
Unles s you can get me to Washington, and I am not a c r a c k p o t , I
h a v e a l l my s e n s e s - - - I don't want t o evade any crime I am gui l ty
of. But Mr. Moore, have I spoken this way when we have talked?

'Moore
Yes

Ruby

what Mr. Tonahil l has w r i t t e n there ,Unless you got me to washington immediately is unfair to meI am a f r a i d a f t e r

regarding my testimony here--- you a l l want to h e a r what he wrote?

Wa r r e n
Y e s , you m i g h t read i t . I f you neod glasses again, try ninet h i s time (handing g l a s ses to Ruby)

(putting on glasses)
" I i s is the g i r l " -

Ponahill
"Thing", isn't

Ruby
"This is the thing that started Jack in the shooting."

T o n a h i l l
Kathy Kay was talking about Oswald.

Ruby
(furious-screaming at Tonshill)

You are lying Joe Tonahill. You are lying.

T o n a h i l l
No I am not.
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- Ruby
You are l y i n g because you know what motivated me. You want to
make i t t h a t i t was a premeditation.

To n a h i l l
N o . '

Ruby
Yes, you do.

T o n a h i l l

I don't think there was any premeditation, (Now t a l k s w i t h a
s a r c a s t i c s n e e r o n h i s f a c e ) but y o u go ahead a n d t e l l i t your

That i s what we want you to do. That i s what the Chief
u s t i c e w a n t s .

. Ruby
Not when you specify this.

(Ruby walks over to Rankin, who has not
s a i d one word)

You are Senator Rankin?
Rankin

No. I am the general counsel for our Comnission, Mr. Ruby.
T o n a h i l l

1 (resumes same v o i c e - l i k e Tom Sawyer)

You go on and keep telling i t down to Caroline and the truth.

W a r r e n
(breaks up this argument-wants to continue)

We dould l i k e to have t h e r e s t o f your s tory as YOUstarted to toll us, because you aro now dotting down to tine
c r u c i a l pa r t o f i t , and i t wouldn ' t be f a i r t o you to have this
much of i t and then n o t have the r e s t .

Ruby
a n d t h e

s t o r y I wanted to te l l on the stand. And Mr. Tonahill Inows
t h i s i s n ' t the t ime . The thought never entered my mind. Ile
Imows i t .

Why go back to Friday, Joe? ( d i s g u s t e d ) Tha t s e t me o f f .
Then i t i s a g r e a t e r premeditation than you know i s true.

I am h e r e to t e l l t h e t r u t h .
(disgusted, t ired, adrosses words to Warren)

Well, i t i s too bad, C h i e f Justice Warren, that you didn' t got me
to your headquarters 6 months ago.
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Wa r r e n

I w i l l t e l l you why we d i d n ' t . You were j u s t about to be t r i e d
and I d i d n ' t want to do anything that would prejudice you i n
your t r i a l . I a s s u r e you, • t h e r e i s no d e s i r e on our p a r t
to l e t t h i s m a t t e r go to any l a t e d a t e f o r any u l t e r i o r pu rpose .

(reassures Ruby to relax-patronizing)
And as I to ld y o u a t t h e beginning, i f you want a test of some
kind made, I w i l l undertake t o see t h a t i t i s done.

Ruby
You have t h e power to do i t , even though the d i s t r i c t a t to rney
o b j e c t s to me g e t t i n g t h e t e s t s ?

S c r e e n
Why i s the d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y ' s o f fi c e so concerned about Jack
Ruby? They used t o b e g o o d f r i e n a s , and Ruby hád already
received the death penalty a t t h e i r i n s i s t e n c e .

D e c k e r
(gets out of chair, walks over to Ruby)

May I make a suggestion? • Jack, l i s ten , you and I have had a
l o t o f d e a l i n g s . Do you want my o f fi c e r s removed from t h e room
while you talk to the Commission?

Ruby
That wouldn' t prove anything.

D e c k e r

T h e s e p e o p l e came s e v e r a l t h o u s a n d m i l e s t o i n t e r v i e w you . Yo u
have wanted t o t e l l me your story and I have refused to l e t you
t e l l me. Now, BE A MAN WITH A BUNCH OF MEN that have come a
long way to give you an opportunity to.

Too"asled me for permiasion to tell your story, and I told you
S c r e e n

Why did you re fuse , for seven months, to hear Jack Ruby's story.

D e c k e r
(waving arms, being dramatic)

i f y o u w a n t t h e m t o d e a l

w i t h you and deal f a i r l y with you.

(stalling Nt ready to tell the story yet)
I t is unfair to me unless I get a l l the faci l i t ies to back up what
I s a y .
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D e c k e r ,
(coaxing Ruby, trying to be convincing)

You t e l l him your s t o ry. Nobody i s denying i t .

R e a d e r
(they might. They are s i t t i n g there l i s tening)

D e c k e r
You t e l l t h i s man. H e h a s c o m e a

Now be a man about i t .

Moore
Jack , you should t e l l your story fi r s t ,
you want v e r i fi e d , you can be questioned on.

and then t h e p o i n t s t h a t

Ruby
(shakes his head. Voico drops. Fools liko Valente
being coaxed a t an open forum, without p r o t e c t i o n ,
t o t a l k . Decker and Moore a re sgeezing him now.)

I wish the President were r i g h t here now. I t is a t e r r i b l e
ordeal, I t e l l you that:

Wa r r e n
(unmoved, matter of fact)

I am sure i t is an ordeal f o r you. We want t o make i t j u s t a s
e a s y a s w e c a n . That is t h e reason that we have l e t you tell
your story in your own way without being interrupted.

S c r e e n

Or without asking any questions, which would be harder on you.
W a r r e n ;

I f you will j u s t proceed with the r e s t of your statement.

Ruby
I d o n ' t know how to answer you .

Warren
y o u h a v e t o l d u s m o s t o f w h a t h a p p e n e d up t o t t h e t ime o f

t h e i n c i d e n t , and you are almost w i t h i n ! , y o u a r e j u s t w i t h i r
a few hours of i t now.

Ruby
(looks surprised-laughs)

There 1s Saturday !!
Wa r r e n

Beg your pardon?
Ruby

There is a'Saturday night. There is a Friday night. This 1s still
only Friday n i g h t , c h i e f .
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W a r r e n

Yes; that is true.
Ruby

(very caut ious)

' Wa r r e n
Y e s

Ruby
I l e f t KLIF a t 2 a.m. I spent an hour with t h e o f fi c e r and h i s
g i r l . I am up t h e r e i n the composing room l a t the Times H e r a l d
b u i l d i n g ) I brought th i s boy a t w i s t boa rd ; he wants to see how
i t works , t o show h im a n d o t h e r men a r o u n d ; when you g e t i n t o
the movement of a ball bearing disk, your body is free. to move.
Then we placed the ad in, I r eques t ed from Pat to put a black
b o r d e r around t o show t h a t t h e ad was i n mourn ing .

(Ruby was t a lk ing slowly, detached, looking
i n t o t h e f a c e s o f t h e men down t h e l i n e .
S u d d e n l y he s tops , p a u s e s . . . . . )
Looks a t Decker.

.

B i l l , will you do t h a t for me tha t you asked a minute ago? You
s a i d you wanted t o l e a v e the room.

D e c k e r

I WILL HAVE EVERYONE LEAVE THE ROOM,
WANT TO TALK ABOUT IT. YOU NAME IT,

INCLUDING MYSEEF, I F YOU
AND OUT WE WILL GO.

S c r e e n
That i s a n o t h e r l i e .

Ruby
Al l r i g h t .

D e c k e r
You want a l l of us outs ide? (point ing to Texas men s i t t i n g

toge ther a t the end of t h e row)

Ruby
Y e s

D e c k e r
I wi l l l eave Tonahil l and Moore. I am not going to have Hoe leave
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Ruby

If you are not going to have Joe leave
D e c k e r

(pointing to Moore)
M o o r e , h i s body i s r e spons ib le to you. His body i s r e spons ib le
to you.

Ruby
B i l l , I am not accomplishing anything i f t h e y a r e here, and JoeTonahi l l i s h e r e . YOU ASKED ME ANYBODY I WANTED OUT.

S c r e e n

Ruby i s not quite as insane as they would want you to believe.

(Warren, Ford, Rankin, Ball just s i t there,
watching this argument, n o t s u g g e s t i n g
t h e Texas men leave t h e room.)

D e c k e r

Jack, this i s your at torney. ( arms swinging this time to Tonahill)
That i s your l awyer.

Ruby
(shouting)

He is not my lawyer, . . • •

( S h e r i f f Decker and Bowie l e f t room)
(This does not satisfy Ruby, for good reason)

•Gentlemen, i f y o u wan t t o h e a r any f u r t h e r t e s t i m o n y, you w i l l
have t o g e t me t o Washington soon, because i t h a s something t o do
with you, (looking r ight into Warren's face ) Chief Warren.

(Very clear, very sincere and loud)

Do I sound sober enough to tell you this?

Wa r r e n

Yes, go right ahead.
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Ruby

I want to t e l l the t r u t h , and I can't t e l l i t here. I can't
t e l l i t h e r e . Does t h a t make s e n s e to you?

S c r e e n

N e i t h e r Mr. Duff n o rall told it "nowhere. "Mr. Ducos could tell it here olther. Iney
Warren

a c t i n g a lmos t s tup id , as i f he n e v e r h e a r d
of a witness i n t h i s p o s i t i o n b e f o r e

Well, l e t ' s n o t talk about sense, But I really can't see why you
c a n ' t t e l l t h e Commission.

Ruby
(walks over to B a l l . He has stopped to i den t i fy
Rankin and Ford . Now he wants t o know the o t h e r
man in t h e room... . playing cautious.)

What is your name?
M r. B a l l

Joe B a l l

Warren
Ball is an attorney from Los Angeles who has been working

f o r me .

Ruby

Do you know B e l l i too? B e l l i and To n a h i l l were good f r i e n d s .
Tonahil l had been sen t to Ruby from B e l l i . )

B a l l

I know of him. I am not acquainted with him.

Warren
(senses Ruby's reason to ques t ion)

No a s s o c i a t i o n o f any k i n d . T h e r e i s p o s i t i v e l y no c o n n e c t i o n
between anybody in t h i s room, as f a r as I know, with Mr. B e l l i .
I can a s s u r e you o f t h a t .
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J e s t e r

There happens to a very, v e r y c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p with Mr.Bell1,
p e r s o n a l l y and p r o f e s s i o n a l l y , t h r o u g h t h e y e a r s .
Mr. Warren may not know i t , but Mr. Tonahill, the man Ruby wants
r e m o v e d f r o m t h e room from h i s presence, was s e l e c t e d by
Mr. Belli . Belli left the "client".Mr. Tonahill needed a court order
t o be r e m o v e d .
And Mr. Ruby knows that Melvin Belli was not interested in Jack
Ruby as a p e r s o n .

Ruby
(walks over to Moore. Looks right into
h i s f a c e . )

Where do you stand, Moore?
Moore

Well; I am assigned to the Commission, Jack.

Ruby
The President assigned you? (he wants t o know i f the P r e s i d e n t

is helping the Commission to keep
him from being heard)

Moore

my c h i e f d i d . And I am not involved i n t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n .
am more of a s ecu r i ty o f fi c e r . ( t o guard Ruby's lips? ce r t a in ly

n o t h i s body. The D a l l a s p o l i c e
c a n d o t h i s . )

Ruby
(walks to front stage, talks'to audience,
wipes f o r e h e a d . . . . )

Boys, I am in a tought spot, I t e l l you that.

Moore

You recall when I talked to you, there were certain things I
, a sked you no t t o t e l l me a t t h e t ime , for certain reasons. You

were going to t r i a l .
J e s t e r

The t r i a l has been over two months. Why d i d S h e r i f f Decker and
Secret Service agent not allow Ruby t o talk?

Ruby '
But this i s n ' t the place for me to tel l what I want to t e l l .
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Ruby
(trying t o wake Mr. Warren...almost
put t ing his face very close to him)

Chief Warren, your l i f e is in danger in this c i ty, do you know
t h a t ?

' Wa r r e n
( s t i l l c h i l d - l i k e , almost s tupid)

N o ; I d o n ' t know tha t . I f that i s the thing tha t y o u d o n ' t want
t a l k about , you can t e l l me, i f you wish, WHEN THIS I S ALI

OVER, j u s t between you and me.

Ruby
No. I would l ike to talk to you in p r i v a t e .

( w i t h o u t To n a h i l l and Moore)

Wa r r e n

YOU MAY DO THAT WHEN YOU FINISH YOUR STORY. YOU MAY TELL ME THAT
PHASE OF IT.

( i t is h i s s t o r y he wants to t e l l in
private . If tihe fin ishes his s t o r y,
there wil l be no more to t e l l . )

Ruby

I bet you haven ' t had a wi tness l i k e me i n your whole i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,
i s t h a t c o r r e c t ?

Wa r r e n
now admitting that Ruby is caught, but offering
no protect ion or help . )

You have a g rea te r problem than any witness we have had.

Kuby

1 have a l o t o f reasons f o r having these problens .
S c r e e n

We saw why i n the information accumulated with regards t o the
contacts and background o f Jack Ruby. Many persons are involved.
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W a r r e n

(giving away the substance of the entire
Commission i n v e s t i g a t i o n . )

I know that, and we want to respect your rights, whatever they
may be.

J e s t e r
Not the r ights of the American, c i t izens to know what happened.

And I ONLY WANT TO HEAK WHAT YOU ARE WILLING TO TELL U S . You
Have a great problem before you, AND I AM NOT TRYING TO PRESS YOU.

J e s t e r
( v e r y s a r c a s t i c and loud)

You can say t h a t again.
Wa r r e n

I came here because I thought you wanted to t e l l us the story.
Reader

(makes side remarks from stool) (suggest ing what Ruby
might be t h i n k i n g )

Not in front of these people, I don't

War ren .

I t h i n k t h e s t o r y should be t o l d f o r t h e p u b l i c , and i t w i l l
e v e n t u a l l y b e m a d e p u b l i c .

J e s t e r

Not i f Jack Ruby i s dead.

Ruby

When are you going back to Washington?

W a r r e n

I am going back very short ly a f t e r we fi n i s h th is hea r ing - - - I am
going to have some lunch.

Ruby
I f you r eques t me to go back t o Washington with you r i gh t now,
t h a t couldn ' t be done, c o u l d i t ?
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Wa r r e n ,

No; i t could not be done. I t could not b e done.
a good many things involved in that, Mr. Ruby.

Ruby

T h e r e a r e

What are they?

Wa r r e n

Well, the public a t tent ion that i t would a t t r a c t ,
J e s t e r

Is public attention to stand in the way of information?

warren,

and the people who would be around.

*Jester
Would people around s tand i n the way of information? Wi l l we
e v e r k n o w I F O s w a l d was s i l e n c e d ? B e c a u s e h e c l a i m e d h e
was a "patsy" and a "fall-guy", anything Mr. Ruby wants to say
should be heard.

Wa r r e n

We have no p l a c e t h e r e f o r you to be s a f e when we take you o u t ,

Screen

Mr. Valacht i s l i v i n g i n Sing Sing,

Wa r r e n

and i t i s n ' t our responsibility to go into anything of that kind.

J e s t e r('shouting very loud)
OH YES IT IS CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN. YES IT I S .
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R e a d e r
(comes center s t a g e - - - i n t e r r u p t s conversa t ion--
holds up Warren Report and reads i n t r o d u c t i o n . )

The Warren Report t o l d American c i t i z e n s the following; "This
Report endeavors to f u l fi l l t h a t r i g h t and t o appraise t h i s tragedy
by the l i g h t o f r e a s o n and the s t a n d a r d o f f a i r n e s s . I t h a s b e e n

p r e p a r e d w i t h a d e e p a w a r e n e s s o f t h e C o m m i s s i o n ' s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
t o present t o the American people an objective report of the tacts
r e l a t i n g to the a s s a s s i n a t i o n .

(100ks at audience, closes books)
Being as their are w i d e discrepandes in the Report regarding
witnesses , s h o t d i r e c t i o n s , bul le t numbers, burned autopsy

personality descriptions of Oswalds, fingerpr in ts ,
d e s t r u c t i o n o f p h y s i c a l e v i d e n c e , markmanship c r e d i b i l i t y ,
unrecorded days i n the Dallas j a i l , w i t n e s s e s t h r e a t e n e d , T o p p i t ' s
murder a n d o ther problems, 1g 1 t POSSIBLE THAT C h i e f u s t i c e
Warren t e l l s us " I t i s n o t t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o g o i n t o
a n y t h i n g o f t h a t k i n d ? "

Without a clear cut case of physical evidence for Murder against
Oswald, i s n ' t i t at a l l possible someone wanted him removed?

(reader walks away, almost to wing,
goes back to h i s s t o o l . )

Wa r r e n

Before you fi n i s h the rest of your statment, may I ask y o u
the q u e s t i o n , and t h i s i s one of the q u e s t i o n s we came h e r e
t o ask y o u . . . . . . . Did you know Lee Harvey Oswald prior to
this shooting?

J e s t e r ; o r s c r e e n o r someone w i t h
a placard who eners and exits quickly.

You would not have to "mow"someobody in o r d e r to shoot him.
He g o t a good look at him in the Dallas jail that Friday night.

Ruby

That is why I want to take the l i e d e t e c t o r t e s t .
no i s n ' t s u f fi c i e n t .

Just saying

(serious again-not wanting to change the subject)

Gun t l emen , my l i f e i s i n d a n g e r h e r e . NOT WITH MY GUILTY PLEA OF
THE EXECUTION. . . . D O I SOUND SOBER ENOUGH TO YOU AS I SAY THIS?
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W a r r e n

You do. You sound entirely sober.
Ruby

From the moment I s t a r t e d my test imony, with the exception. of
becoming emotional,
I was speaking about?have I sounded as though I made sense, what

W a r r e n

You have indeed. I understood everything you have sa id . I f I
h a v e n ' t , i t i s my f a u l t .

Jester
Very well, could be! But he hasn't sald very much yet, unless -
m i s s e d s o n e t h i n g a l o n g t h e w a y .

Ruby
(emphatic, sincere, t ry ing to arrouse them)

Then I f o l l o w t h i s up. I may n o t l i v e tomorrow t o g i v e any
f u r t h e r t e s t i m o n y. The only t h ing I want to get o u t to the
publ ic , a n d I CANiT SAY IT HERE, 1s w i t h a u t h e n t i c i t y,
s i n c e r i t y o f t h e t r u t h o f e v e r y t h i n g and WIY MY ACT WAS
COMMITTED, BUT IT CAN'T BE SAID HERE.

(pauses,,, talks to audience)
I t c a n he s a i a , i t ' s g o t to be said amongst people o f t h e
h i g h e s t a u t h o r i t y t h a t would g i v e me the b e n e fi t o f d o u b t . A n d

following tha t , immediately, give me the lie detector test after
I do make the s t a t e m e n t .

(goes back to Warren, talks to his face)
Chairman Warren, i f you f e l t t h a t your l i f e was i n danger at

how w o u l d you f e e l ? Wou ldn ' t you be r e l u c t a n t to

Wa r r e n

I th ink I might have some r e luc t ance i f I was in your p o s i t i o n ,
I t h i n k I w o u l d . . . . . . . • I t h i n k I would fi g u r e i t out

v e r y c a r e f u l l y as t o w h e t h e r i t would e n d a n g e r me o r n o t .

I F YOU THINK THAT ANYTHING THAT I AM DOING OR ANYTHING THAT
SHAPE,I AM ASKING O I S ENDANGERING T O A A Y TIE R E N T SOR FORM,

I WANT YOU TO FEEL ABSOLUTELY FREE TO SAY THAT
OVER.
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Ruby

What happens then? I d idn ' t accomplish anything•
• Wa r r e n

No; nothing has been accomplished.

Ruby
(beginning to wonder about this
i n t e r v i e w . )

Well, then you won't follow up with anything further?
Wa r r e n

(very matter of fact, unmoved)
1

There wouldn't be anything to follow up i f you hadn't completed
y o u r s t a t e m e n t .

Ruby
You said you have the power to do what you want to do, is that
c o r r e c t ?

W a r r e n

Exac t ly

Ruby

Without any l i m i t a t i o n s ?

• Warren
Wi t h i n t h e purv iew
Commiss ion . . . . . •

of the Executive order which established the
We have the RIGHT TO TAKE TESTIMONY OF ANYONE

WE WANT IN THIS WHOLE SITUATION,
we so choose to do it,. to verify that statement in any way that
we wish to do i t .

Ruby

Bu t you don't have a r i g h t to take a prisoner back with you
when you want t o ?

Warren
No; h a v e t h e power to, subpoena witnesses to Washington I f we
WANT TO DO IT, bu t we have taken the testimony o f 200 or 300
peoplo he re i n Dallas without going to Washington.
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Ye s ;

Ruby
( t a lk ing t o a u d i e n c e , a w a r e of the

a v o i d a n c e o f h i s p r o t e c t i o n . )

but those people aren't Jack ruBY.

Wa r r e n
(ne i t he r giving an i nch . )

No; they weren ' t

Ruby
(almost mocking him)

They weren ' t .

Wa r r e n
( le t t ing Ruby now he d idn ' t care

t o b o t h e r w i t h him in the fi r s t
p l a c e . )

Now, I want you to f e l that we are n o t h e r e t o take any
advan tage o f you, and u n l e s s YOU HAD INDICATED n o t o n l y
through your lawyers but a l s o th rough your s i s t e r s a y i n g t h a t
you wanted to t e s t i f y before t h e Commission, UNLESS SHE HAD
TOLD US THAT, I WOULDN'T HAVE BOTHERED YOU.

( t r i e s to sound a s i f he i s p r o t e c t i n g
Ruby. Ruby actually wants to t a lk . )

I know you do have this case not yet finished, and I wouldn't
joopardize your position by trying t o insist that you testify.
So I want you t o feel that you are free to refra in from test i fying
any time you wish.

Ruby

The thing is this,
J u s t i c e   W a r r e n , a n d a l l t h e s e g e n t l e m e n . . . •

gone by f o r me

I t i s too t r ag i c to t a l k about.

Rankin
I s n ' t i t t r ue we walted u n t i l very l a t e in our proceedings to
talk with Mrs. Kennedy.

Reader
As i f she could supply as much information regarding the assassinat ion
a s Jack Ruby
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•   W a r r e n

(as i f t h i s h a d anything t o do with
what Ruby i s t r y i n g t o s a y . . . . )

We d i d n ' t take Mrs. Kennedy's statement u n t i l day before yes te rday.
Mr. Rankin and I took her testimony then.

Y o u r s i s t e r w r o t e m e a l e t t e r and t o l d us t h a t you would l i k e
t o t e s t i f y , a n d t h a t i s o n e o f t h e r e a s o n s t h a t we c a m e down

Ruby

But unfortunately, when did you get the le t ter, Chief Justice
Warren?

Wa r r e n

Two or three months ago.

Ruby
At t h a t time when you fi r s t g o t the l e t t e r and I was bogging Joe
To n a h i l l a n d t h e o t h e r l a w y e r s t o know t h e t r u t h 'about me, c e r t a i n
THINGS THAT ARE HAPPENING NOW WOULDN'T BE HAPPENING AT THIS
PARTICULAR TIME.

W a r r e n
( c o n f u s e d )

Ye s ?

Ruby
(Ruby sees he i s not going to ge t anywhere.
His voice drops, h e l ooks o v e r a t Tonahil l ,
and goes back to the or iginal s t o r y. )

T h a t S u n d a y m o r n i n g - - - - t h e t h o u g h t n e v e r e n t e r e d my m i n d
p r i o r t o t h a t Sunday morning when I took i t upon m y s e l f t o t r y

very emotional and carried away
be e x p e c t e d to come back to f a c e t r i a l o f t h i s h e i n o u s c r i m e .

And I have never had the chance to tel l that, to back i t up,
to prove i t .

t a lk ing t o audience now)loould possibly hold up some current
copes of American Opinion, w i t h t h e i r
a r t i c les about "Jacob Rubenstein" )

C o n s e q u e n t l y, r i g h t a t t h i s moment I am b e i n g v i c t i m i a e d a s a
p a r t of a plot i n the world's worst tragedy and crime a t this
moment.



／ 3 0

Ruby
(goes back d i r e c t l y in f ron t of Warren)

(gets some courage to speak)

There is a n organization here, Chief Justice Warren, i f i t
takes my l i f e a t t h i s monent to s ay i t , ( l o o k s over a t Tonahill
and Moore ) t h e r e i s
a John Birch Society r i g h t now i n a c t i v i t y,
i s one of the top men of t h i s o rg a n i z a t i o n - - - - - take i t for
what i t i s worth, Chief Justice Wa r r e n .

(almost in tears, f u l l of regret)
Unfortunately f o r me,
t o g e t i n power, ٤ح  ٦ a ٩ه

l o t of people in jeopardy with t h e i r l ives .

( l o o k s a t Warren- --no express ion on h i s f a c e . .

Don't register with you, does it?
W a r r e n

No; I don't understand that.

Ruby
(get t ing ' very sa rcas t i c )

Would you rather I just delete what I said and just pretend that
nothing i s going on?

I would n o t indeed :
TELL THE COMMISSION.

W a r r e n
T

I AM ONLY INTERESTED I N WHAT YOU WANT TO
THAT IS ALL I AM INTERESTED IN.

R e a d e r
(steps center stage again)

What k i n d o f an a n s e r i s t h a t ? Didn ' t he want to ask Mr. Ruby
the information we know about General Walker and Mr. Hunt?
And i f not , why n o t ?

( g o e s b a c k t o c o r n e r )

• Ruby
( He c a t c h e s o n n o w . There i s a fi n a l i t y

i n t h e d i s i n t e r e s t o f t h e Chief J u s t i c e .
He t r i e s to c o l l e c t t h e t reads of the
u n i m p o r t a n t p h y s i c a l mo t ions between
Friday and Sunday, t o g ive them only
what they seem to want t o h e a r . )
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Ruby

When I l e f t my apartment that morning-
J e s t e r

Watch n o w,
We are going to lose the day of Saturday, November 23, entirely.

W a r r e n

What morning?
Ruby

Sunday morning. ( i s n ' t t h i s what. Warren wants to hear?)

Wa r r e n

Sunday morning.
- Ruby

(looking at Tonahill)
The Sunday morning, I saw a l e t t e r t o Caroline, t w o c o l u m n s

about a l 6 inch area . The most hear tb reak ing l e t t e r . I don ' t
remember t h e c o n t e n t s . Alongside the l e t t e r w a s a comment
that Mrs. ennedy may have t o come back for the t r i a l o f
Lee Harvey O s w a l d . . . . . . . . That caused me to go l i k e I d i a .
No subversive organization gave me any idea. No underworld
p e r s o n made any e f f o r t to c o n t a c t me. I t a l l happened on
Sunday morning.
And + drove past Main Street, the re was a crowd a l r e a d y gathered
there. I took i t for granted he had already been , moved.

( t a l k s slowly, w i t h o u t t h e same fi r e
or enthusiasm. J u s t monotonous words.)
This story h e has told a hundred times.
There was another one, i f protected, he
could t e l l . )

I parked my c a r across from Western Union, sent the money order,
walked t h e d i s t a n c e from t h e Western Union t o the r a m p . . . . . I
d i d n ' t sneak i n .

the i s l e t t i n g you know someone l e t him i n ,
because everyone was f r i sked and checked.)

I d i d n ' t l i n g e r i n there . I d i d n ' t crouch or hide behind anyone.

and t h e r e was t h e p e r s o n t h a t - - -I walked down those few steps'that he was insignificant to whatI wouldn ' t say I saw r e d - - -
my p u r p o s e was .
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Ruby

Did you tak to Mr. McWillie? I am sure you have.

Vo i c e

Ye s

Ruby
He always wanted me to come down to Havana, Cuba. That was during
o u r g o o d t i m e s . Was in harmony w i t h o u r enemy o f o u r p r e s e n t

t a m e ・ F i n a l l y h e s e n t me t i c k e t s t o come down. . . . . I c a l l e d
him f requent ly because he was down there, a n d h e w a s t h e l a s t

person to loave, when they had to leave.

The on ly other association with him was, t h e r o was a gen t l eman
here tha t s e l l s guns. He w a s a l i t t l e w o r r i e d a b o u t t h e new

regime coning in, and evidently wanted some protection.
called me. He wanted some f o u r l i t t l e Cobra guns---- big shipment.

NoW, the reason I am te l l ing you these things, I n e v e r knew Lee

Harvey Oswald. The fi r s t t ime I ever have seen him was the time

i n the assembly room when they brought him out, when he had som
s o r t of a sh ine r on h i s eye.

(Iwo more men have e n t e r e d t h e room whi le

Ruby 19 talking Looks at warren)He i s w a t c h i n g them.
Stops ta lk ing•

Chief Justico Warren----- who is the new gentleman, may I ask?
(pointing to Storey)

R a n k i n
( w i t h o n e o f h i s f e w . l i n e s i n t h e p l a y )

I t t e l l s you who c o n t r o l s t h e Commission)

Ruby asked Warren. Rankin answers.

THIS IS MR. STOREY FROM YOUR COMMUNITY, A LAWYER WHO IS WORKING

WITH THE ATTORNEY GANERAL, I N CONNECTIO
E   T A B   C O n   S H O N   t h a C   W E L L

SETT FARCEAD WOE QUALTY OF WOrk done INSOFAR AS THE STATESATISFIED
OF FRYAS IS CONCERNED.

(Ruby just shakes his head
i n w o n d e r . ) -

. J a w o r k
L o n d a t e

м ы л и



1-31- P

Ruby(continuing his account)
T h e r e
time I s e n t the money order was 11:17.
I l e f t the Western Union. Oswald was s h o t a t 11 :22 .

You wouldn't have time enough to have any conspiracy, to be se l f -
saving, to mingle with the crowd.

S c r e e n o r r e a d e r

This i s a poor argument. Why would Ruby u s e the Western Union
d i r e d t l y across from t h e j a i l ? . . . . . Wen he l e f t h i s apartment
that morning h e told h i s room mate , George Senator,"was going t o shoot Oswald."

If ho had time to "mingle", somebody might have recognized him
and removed him.

Ruby
(acting out the scene, as i f in a Western
m o v i e )

I had the gun in my right hip pocket, and impulsively'I can say.i s t h e c o r r e c t word h e r e , I saw him,. and that i s all
And I didn' t care what happened to m e . I think I used the words,
"You k i l l ed my Pres ident , you r a t . The nex t thing, I was
down on the fl o o r .
I said, "I am Jack Ruby. You a l l know me."

Wa r r e n

I will go back t o the original question that I asked you. Did
you e v e r know Oswa ld?

Jester.
He an s w er ed t h a t o n c e . We also decided you did n o t have t o know
somebody t o erase them. I can think of a l o t of better questions
t h a n t h a t .

Rubynow ho jumps around a l i t t l e . Might
as w e l l make i t a l l sound c l e a r , as
l o n g a s t h e r e i s n o t p r o t e c t i o n o r

r e a l i n t e r e s t coming.
Remember---al l t h e s e Commission men
just s i t t i ng around, hal f asleep)

No; • l e t me add---- you are fefreshing my mind about a few things.

(This is comical, because they have not said
one word . )

٠ .٣٩ .
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Ruby
(trying to get serious again)

mere is a cortain areanastion in this area--- that has been
i n d o c t r i n a t e d , t h e one t h a t was i n the p l o t to
assassinated our president.

R a n k i n

(as i f he did no t mow t h i s )

Would you t e l l us what tha t i s ?

Ruby

The John Birch Socioty. Friday n i g h t I stopped a t t he post
o f fi c e t o fi n d t h e h e r number o f t h i s Bernard Weissman.

Rankin

Did you know him before that?

Ruby

Y o u   p u r e n a s o   D o g o t ,   r a   t r e d   t h   e m e   e   o t e r o
J e s t e r

Do pos t a l clorks work a t the window in Dallas between 4:30 and
5 а .т . ?

R a n k i n

Dia you know O f fi c e r Tipp i t?

Ruby

I knew there were three Tippits on t h e force. The only one I
knew used to work f o r the spec ia l services, and I am c e r t a i n
this wasn't the lippit, this wasn't the man.

R e a d e r .

What kind of an answer i s t h a t , "I am c e r t a i n t h i s w a s n ' t t h e man?"

Ruby was a t t h e j a i l every day, or with members o f t h e p o l i c e
d e p a r t m e n t . F r i d a y n i g h t Oswald was b e i n g a c c u s e d o f k i l l i n g an

Office r Tipp i t . Wouldn't Ruby have inquired i f i t was h is friend?

He has had seven months t o fi n d out which Ti p p i t i t was.
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R a n k i n

T h e r e was a s t o r y t ha t you were seen s i t t i ng in your Carousel
Club with Mr. Weissman, O f fi c e r Ti p p i t , t h e o n e t h a t w a s
murdered , and another who h a s been ca l led a r i c h o i l man,
o n e t i m es h o r t l y b e f o r e t h e a s s a s s i n a t i o n . Can you t e l l us
anything about tha t?

.i!

a t

Ruby
( l o n g p a u s e - a n s w e r s t h e
q u e s t i o n with a ques t ion )

Who was the r ich o i l man?

R a n k i n

Can you remember? We h a v e n ' t been to ld . We are j u s t t ry ing to
fi n d out anything that you know about him.

Ruby
( p l a y i n g a cool game)

I am the one t h a t made such a b i g i s s u e o f Bernard Weissman's ad .
Maybe you do things to cover up,. 1f you are capable of doing i t .

• Rankin

This Weissman and the rich oil man, did you ever have a
c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h them?

Ruby
There was o n l y a f ew. There i s Bill Howard, but he is not a rich
oil man. He used to dabble i n o i l .

Wa r r e n

This s tory was given by a lawyer by the n a m e o f Mark Lane. He
t e s t i fi e d that someone had given him information to the e f f e c t tha t
a w e e k o r t w o b e f o r e P r e s i d e n t K e n n e d y w a s a s s a s s i n a t e d , t h a t
in y o u r Carousel Club … . . . . . . y o u a n d W e i s s m a n a n d T i p p i t ,

Officer Tippi t , the one who was k i l l e d . . . . and a r i c h o i l
h a d a n i n t e r v i e w o r..Conversation for an hour or two.

We asked him who i t was that t o l d him, and he said that i t was
c o n fi d e n t i a l . He would fi n d o u t f o r us whether he could be
re leased o r n o t from h i s confident ia l re la t ionship.

Ruby
(laughing-for the fi r s t time)

Isn ' t that foolish? I f a man i s p a t r i o t i c enough in the fi r s t place,
who am I to be concerned i f he wasn ' t an informer.
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Ruby

I am encarcerated, nothing to be worried about anyone hurting
m e .

R e a d e r

The persons giving t h i s information was not concerned with h u r t i n g
R u b y . . . . . . . He did not want h imse l f h u r t . . . . . . T h e r e h a v e b e o n
curious deaths in Dallas occuring to persons having i n f o r m a t i o n . . .
and the Testimony i s f u l l o f t h r e a t s .

M r .

Warren

I am not questioning your s to ry a t a l l . I w a n t e d you
I DID FEEL• THAT OUR RECORD

WOULD ANSWER IT, AND YOU HAVE ANSWERED IT.
S c r e e n

(Bright colored ques t ion marks fl a s h on and off )
Jester

The record may show you asked the quest ion.
not show he "answered i t " i n a n y manner at a l l .

The r e c o r d may

Ruby
No; I am a s innocent regarding any conspiracy as any of you
gentlemen i n the room.

That i s probably t rue
Ruby

I don't want anything to be run over l igh t ly. (joke)
S c r e e n

Nothing Tippit,Ruby,
c o u l d be l i g h t e r t h a n t h e i n f o r m a t i o n we r e c e i v e d a b o u t .

Weissman, and t h e o i l m a n .

Ruby
(very s e l f c o n fi d e n t now. He
can h a n d l e any q u e s t i o n , w i t h
the help of the Commission, i f
t h i s is what they want. H e   s t a 1 i
i s n o t q u i t e s u r e t h a t i s w h a t
h e w a n t e d . )
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Ruby

I want you to dig into i t with any bit ing, any question that
m i g h t e m b a r r a s s me.

Rankin
(next bril l iant question)

You have never b e e n connected with the Communist Party ?

Ruby
(short, quick)

N e v e r h a v e . All I h a v e e v e r d o n e i n my l i f e - - - I h a d a v e r y
rough s t a r t in l i f e , but anything I have done, I a t l e a s t t r y
to do i t in good t a s t e , whatever I have been active in.

S c r e e n .

Like chasing a man with brass muckles, or throwing him downthe s t a i r s .

R a n k i n

There was a story that y o u had a gun with you during the showp
that you described in the large room there.

Ruby
(laughing again;

I w i l l be h o n e s t wi th y o u . I l ied a b o u t i t . I t i s n ' t so.
I d i d n ' t h a v e a g u n . BUT IN ORDER TO MAKE MY DEFENSE MORE
ACCURATE, TO SAVE YOUR LIFE, THAT IS THE REASON THAT STATEMENT
WAS: MADE.

• Reader
(From s i d e l i n e s - l i k e t h e j e s t e r )

How do you make a defense " more accurate" by telling a lie?
. . . . . . And if you tell one lie to"save your life", couldn't you
t e l l t w o o r m o r e ?

Rankin
I think i t would be quite helpful to the Commission i f you could
t e l l , a s you r e c a l l i t , jus t what you said to Mr. S o r r e l l s and
t h e o t h e r s a f t e rt h e shooting of Lee Harvey Oswald.
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R e a d e r
(mocking the question)

I think i t i s unimportant what Mr. Ruby s a i d a f t e r h e shot
O s w a l d . It was the act of shooting, not the words, that
must be i nves t i g a t e d .

Ruby

T h e r e w e r e i n c o r r e c t s t a t e m e n t s m a d e . •

Ruby

Ray H a l l was t h e fi r s t one that in te r roga ted me. He wanted to
know my whole background. I a l r e a d y c o n f e s s e d , a n d a l l i t t o o k
i s o n e sentence why I did i t . . . . I know i n my r i g h t mind, a S

I said before, who else could have timed i t so perfectly by seconds.

If It were timed that way, then someone i n t h e p o l i c e d e p a r t m e n t
is guilty o f giving t h e information as to when Lee Harvey
Oswald was coming down.

( l o o k s a t a l l t h e m e n ' s f a c e s in t h e
row o f c h a i r s . )

I never inquired what time is Lee Harvey Oswald coming down.
Because r e a l l y , a man in h i s r i g h t mind would never ask t h a t
q u e s t i o n . . . . . . . . I n e v e r c a l l e d t h e man b y any obscene nane ,
b e c a u s e a s I stated ea r l i e r, there was no malice inimo.

R e a d e r
(laughs-opens arms wide)

Always the perfect gentleman. He only kil led him, never called
h i m a n a m e .

Fo rd

I t has been alleged that you went out to Parkland Hospital.

"Ruby
No; I didn't go there. My sisters asked me.

Reader
Ask M r s . Tice . S h e was h a r r a s s e d a n d t h r e a t e n e d f o r h e r l i f e
t h e d a y before she w a s t o t e s t i f y before the Warren Commission.
Jack Ruby ' s s i s t e r s had both been t o h e r house to see her.
Volume XV
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W a r r e n

(looks at h i s watch, about
to wind up. )

Congressnan, do you have anything further?

R u b y(shocked-yet half teasing)?
You can got more out of me. Lot!s not break up too soon.

Ford

When you got to Havana, who met you in Havana?
R e a d e r

(runs center stage-roars with laughter)
Now t h e r e i s a great quest ion. h e w e n t t o H a v a n a f o r a few
days i n 1 9 5 9 . . . . . . B a t i s t a was i n c h a rg e o f a v a n a . . . R u b y
met w i t h a few chorus g i r l s . . . . . . Assuming he were the most
notorious spy i n t h e world, what d i f f e r e n c e would i t make

who met him a t the airport? Spy would not meet spy i n
broad day l igh t a t the a v a n a a i r p o r t ?

(runs o ff - shak ing h i s head)

Wa r r e n
(rubbing h i s head)

Now you said there were some o t h e r th ings . W o u l a   y o u   m i n d   t o 1 1 1 1 8
us anything you have on your mind?

Ruby
( c a u s t i c )

No. because as I said e a r l i e r , you seem to h a v e g o t t e n t h e

juicy p a r t of the s tory up to now i n the various spasmodic way
of my t e l l i n g i t .

(walks t o Warren again)
How valuablo am I to you to givo you all this information? (laughs)

Wa r r e n
(answers s e r s i o u s l y. No sense o f humor.
N o information a t a l l )

we had with you.
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R e a d e r
(tumbles across stage-pops up)

You can say that again and again.

Ruby
(going in for one more try)

The only thing i s t h i s . If I cannot g e t t h e s e t e s t s you g ive ,
i t is pretty haphazard to te l l you THE THINGS I SHOULD TELL YOU.

R a n k i n

I t i s n ' t e n t i r e l y c l e a r how you f e e l tha t your family and you
yourself a r e threatened by you r telling what you have to the
C o m m i s s i o n . How do you come to the conclusion that they might
be k i l l e d ?

Ruby

Well, assuning t h a t some persons are accusing me falsoly of
being part of the plot-----

R a n k i n

By that, you mean a party to the plot of Oswald?

Ruby

That I war party to a p l o t to si lenco Uswala.

W a r r e n

I think I can say to you that there has been no witness before
the Commission o u t o f the hundreds we have questioned who has
claimed to have any personal nowledge that you were a party
to any consp i racy to k i l l our P r e s i d o n t .

Ruby

Yes; but you don ' t know our area here.
I just wanted to say t h i s to y o u . . I f c e r t a i n people have the
m e a n s . . . . . and w a n t t o g a i n someth ing to t h e i r own use , they
wil l make ways to p r e s e n t c e r t a i n : things that I do look
g u i l t y .
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Ruby

T h r o u g h c e r t a i n f a l s e h o o d s t h a t h a v e b e e n s a i d a b o u t me t o o t h e r

p e o p l e , the John Bi rch S o c i e t y , I am a s good a s g u i l t y a s t h e
a c c u s e d
Mr. Warren? o f   f r e s s e e n   o n a l   a n   n a   e n   P o r e d y i n g   t h a t

(walks back a n d f o r t h , looks i n t o
each o f t h e i r f a c e s . His f a c e shows t h a t
n o t h i n g i s making an i m p r e s s i o n . N o t a
s o u n d f r o m t h e men i n t h e r o o m )

Mr. Bil l Decker said be a man and speak up. I am making a
statement now that I may not live the next hour when I walk out

Now, I t i s the most f a n t a s t i c s tory you have ever heard i n a
l i f e t i m e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y, Chief Earl Warren, had you been a round
or 6 months ago, and immediately t h e President would have gotten
ahold of my true story, a CERTAIN ORGANIZATION

( s c r e e n )
As he t a l k s , fl a s h on a p i c t u r e o f the cover o f American
Opinion, March, 1964•

Ruby c o n t i n u e s

wouldn't have so completely formed now, s o powerful ly, t o use me
because dastar the Jame t e t has 10n, Jenso fatted. t o c o m m i t

J e s t e r

Stop, Jack, wait a minute. I think I know what you mean.
(runs over to the bookshelf, grabs

two volumes, comes back, and s i t s on
a s tool he pu l l s up center s tage .
A c t o r s on s t a g e f r e e z e t e m p o r a r i l y . )

Yes, he 1s right. He s beine used. I remember reading
i n Volume XV a n d XX t h e t e s t i m o n y and e x h i b i t s o f P r o f e s s o r
O l i v e r from-__-- of a l l p l a c e s - - - - the Univers i ty of I l l .

The p r o f e s s o r w r o t e f o r A m e r i c a n O p i n i o n , was a founder o f the
John Birch Society along with Robert Welch and goes a l l around
the d o u n t r y e v e r y chance he g e t s s p r e a d i n g r u m o r s , h a t e , and
u n v e r i f l e d   s t a t e m e n t s . Buby i s r i g h t a b o u t w h a t he said.

5
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J e s t e r

What d o e s he s a y ? W h a t i s t h e S o c i e t y p r i n t i n g and l i s t e n i n g too?
Here a r e a few x c e r p t s from h i s s p e e c h e s .

(looks at Volume XX, reads)

Jack Leon Rubenstein, no in 1947 changed his name, 1s J a c k Ruby•I h a v e b e e n i n f o r m e d t h a t t h e name R u b e n s t e i n i s a common name among
t h e J e w s . . . . . .Oswald's supervisor i n t he at tempt t o murder
General Walker was none o t h e r t h a n the J a k o b R u b e n s t e i n , a l i a s Ruby,
who l a t e r k i l l e d O s w a l d . . . . . . . Oswald s t a r t e d walking t o the
a p a r t m e n t when he f a i l e d t o make c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h a n o t h e r Communis t
a g e n t . … … ・ … ・ ・ ・

t a l k i n g , n o t r e a d i n g

and i f t h a t i s n ' t enough he t r i e s t o s e l l America , t h rough a r t i c l e s ,
t h a t O s w a l d a t t h e a g e fi f t e e n b e g a n h i s C o m m u n i s t c a r e e r w i t h

a booklet put out by the " Rosenberg committee of the Bronx."

Even Bernard Weissman, the ra t who placed that Wanted for Treason
ad in the D a l l a s newspaper, t e s t i fi e d be fo re the Warren Commission
t h a t " h i s n a m e w a s c h o s e n f o r t h e b o t t o m o f t h a t s l a n d e r b e c a u s e

"IT WAS A JEWISH NAME." For t h a t , he drove 3,000 m i l e s t o Texas
then back to New York, when the John Birch Society who paid for 1t
d i d n o t s i g n t h e i r h o w n n a m e s .

(gets off the stool, puts the books back,
i s very angrey)

These men used those s i c k , confused Jews in o r d e r to e v e n t u a l l y
be a b l e t o t h r o w t h e i r names a r o u n d a s b e i n g t r a i t o r s t o A m e r i c a .

( Je s t e r goes o ff , s i t s down, pul l s s tool
a w a y . Jack a n d o t h e r s take o v e r where
he interrupted).

Ruby ( t a l k i n g to. Warren)

Can you u n d e r s t a n d now in v i s u a l i z i n g what happened, what
p o w e r s , w h a t momentum h a s b e e n c a r r i e d on t o c r e a t e t h i s f e e l i n g
a g a i n s t my: p e o p l e , a g a i n s t c e r t a i n people t h a t were a g a i n s t
them pr ior to their power?

( l o o k s d i s g u s t e d - - - - l o s t - - - s t i l l no r e s p o n s e )
p u t s h i s face r i g h t i n t o Wa r r e n s , a l m o s t s p i t s
a t him)

That goes over your head, doesn't it?
Wa r r e n

Well, I don't quite get the f u l l signficance of 1t, Mr. Ruby I knowwhat you feel about the John Circh Society.
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Ruby

Very powerful.
W a r r e n

I think i t i s powerful, yes i do. : Of course, I d o n ' t h a v e

a l l the in fo rma t ion t h a t you f e e l you have on the s u b j e c t .

Ruby
(informing Warren, who should know)

Unfortunately, you d o n ' t h a v e . Because i t i s too l a t e . And

I wish that our beloved President, near me,Lyndon J o h n s o n , wou ld h a v a

delved deefer i n t o t h e s i tuat ion, n o t to a c c e p t j u s t
circumstantial facts about my g u i l t o r innocence, and would
h a v e q u e s t i o n e d t o FIND OUT THE TRUTH ABOUT ME BEFORE HE

RELINQUISHEDA CERTAIN POWERS TO THESE CERTAIN PEOPLE.

Warren

I don't know what power you believed he relinquished.

Ruby.

A whole new1 form ef government is seine te take over our country.
I t i s a serious situation. I guess i t is too late to stop it,
i s n ' t i t ?

Ford (stands up, turns around)
Are t h e r e any questions t h a t ought to be askod to help c l a r i f y
the situation that you described?

Screen- flashes

YES.

Ruby

I f you d o n ' t t a k e m e back t o Wash ing ton t o n i g h t t o g i v e me a chance

t o p r o v e t o t h e P r e s i d e n t t h a t I am noi g u i l t y , . then you w i l l
s e e t h e most t r a g i c thing that will ever happen.
And i f you don ' t have the power to take me back, I w o n ' t be
around t o be able to prove my innocence or guilt.

Maybe something can be savod, something can be done. What h a v e

you got to answer to that, Chief Justice Warren?
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Ford

Is there anything more you can t e l l us i f you went back
to Washington?

Ruby
( q u i z z i c a l look).

Yes; are you s i n c e r e in want ing to take me back?

Ford
We are most i n t e r e s t e d in a l l the information you have.

(no more i s s a i d from Mr. Ford .
He is not t h a t i n t e r e s t e d to
comment, even a f t e r he asked the

(arter hisuest three remarks, he turns around, sits down
again with back to audience-looks forward, not even at Ruby)

Ruby

All I know i s maybe something can be saved. Because right now I
a m   b e i n g used as a s c a p e g o a t , a n d t h e r e i s n o g r e a t e r w e a p o n
t h a t you c a n u s e t o c r o a t e a f a l s e h o o d a b o u t some o f t h e J e w i s h

f a i t h , e s p e c i a l l y a t the t e r r i b l e h e i n o u s c r i m e s u c h a s t h e
killing o f President Kennedy:

(very serious, seems sincere)
Now maybe somcthing can bessaved. I t may not be too la te ,
whatever happens, if our Prosian I I am eliminated,Lyndon Johnson; Inew the
r u t h f r o m m e . . . . . . . . t h e r e

' t be any way o f knowing. (looks at Tonahill, Moore)

T o n a h i l l

who do you think is going to eliminate you, Jack?

Ruby

I have been used f o r a p u r p o s e , and t h e r e w i l l be a c e r t a i n
t ragic occurrence happening i f you d o n ' t take my testimony and
somehow vindicate me so my people don't suffer because of what
I have done.

W a r r e n
We have taken y o u r t e s t i m o n y. . I t w i l l b e r e c o r d e d f o r a l l
t o s e e . That i s the purpose of our coming here today.
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You have lost. me though.
Wa r r e n .

(Ruby i s confused and broken. T h e y t o o k
only what he wanted to t e l l without f u l l
pro tec t ion to t e l l more.)

Ruby '
(exhausted)
You have lost me, Chief Justice

Warren

Lost you i n what s e n s e ?

Ruby
I won't be'around for you to come and question me again.
I want to t e l l t h e t r u t h . . . . and t h e n I w a n t t o l e a v e t h i s

w o r l d . But I don' t want my people to be blaned for soriething
that i s untrue, that they claim has happened.

Warren+
i r . R u b y , I promise y o u t h a t you w i l l be a b l e t o t ake such a
t e s t . S u p p o s e y o u l i s t f o r u s , i f you can , the questions
tha t you would l i k e to have asked o f you on the polygraph.

Ruby

You a r e t e l l i n g me t o do t h e s e t h i n g s - - - - t h e s e t h i n g s
going to be promised, but you see they aren't going to lot
me do t h e s e t h i n g s . .

Reader

whoever"they" are, will not. Jack. Ruby
write h i s questions. And I am not sure sure he r e a l l y wants

to talk under these uninterestfly circumstances.
(breaks down and c r i e s - - s e e s t h e
hopeless predicament he i s i n - -
with nobody but h imse l f t o blame)
They are a l l in this together.

Yo u h a v e a l o s t c a u s e , : E a r l Warren . You d o n ' t s tand a chance.

They foel about you l ike they do about me, Chief Tustice Warren.

(you c a n ' t appease these people,
they both t r i e d to play the game.)
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Ruby
(to "arron)

I shouldn't hurt your feelings in telling you that.

W a r r e n

That won't hurt my feelings, b e c a u s e I h a v e h a d some
evidence o f the feeling that some people have concerning me.

Ruby

But you are the only one that can save me. I THINK YOU CAN.
Warren

Yes?

Ruby

But b y delaying minutes, you lose the chance.
to d o is t e l l the t ru th , a n d t h a t i s a l l .

And a l l I want

Wa r r e n

I an afraid we have tired l t . Ruby. le have had him here for
c l o s e t o 4 h o u r s now. We appreciate four patience and your
w i l l i n g n e s s to t e s t i f y in t h i s manner f o r u s .

Ruby
All I want to do i s t e l l the t ru th
can know i t i s by the polygraph.•
c a n n o w i t .

and t h e only way you
t h a t i s the only way you

Warren

That we w i l l do f o r you.

R e a d e r
I he t a l k s a s t he men go through the motions

of depar t ing)
The members of the Warren Commission a r e leaving now. They may
re tu rn to Washington. The Texas delogat ion w i l l r e t u r n t o
t h e i r h o m e s . Ruby will r e t u r n to his cell. The long dream
1 s o v e r , as i f i t n e v e r h a p p e n e d . . " . . . No q u e s t i o n s as l i ea , no
p r o t e c t i o n o f f e r e d . each mowing only what he knew before.
i n d n o t h i n g m o r e .





ACT II:.

The polygraph tes t takes place in the same room
where the interview in Act I was conducted. This
t ime t he r e i s a space o f wall removed to show
Mr. Alexander and Tonah i l l on the o ther s ide .

Furniture is arranged w i t h a chai r for the polygraph
t e s t and the necessary equipment.

The book shelf with' the Reports and Testimony can
remain .

The r e a d e r w i l l a g a i n a c t as a j e s t e r , making
comments, t r y i n g to s t i r questions and imagination
o f t h e a u d i e n c e . Sometime he i s funny, t u m b l e s ,
jumps around o r makes f a c e s . He can s i t on t h e fl o o r ,
l e a n a g a i n s t t h e w a l l , jump on a s t o o l . He r u n s on,
r u n s b a c k . Other t i m e s h e i s v e r y s e r i o u s a n d t a l k s

"straight"to the audience.





2 - 1

ACT II

J e s t e r - s a m e a s c a l l e d Reader
i n s c r i p t

E n t e r s s t a g e , goes t o s h e l f , t a k e s o u t Volume
XXVI, t u r n s to page 169, goes back to stool,
and b e g i n s t o t a l k .

H1 Everybody, welcome t o t h e c i r c u s . S e e t h e l i o n a n d t h e c l o w n s ,
and the t i g e r run a round . WHAT AN HISTORIC MOMENT!!!!!!!!The old
pro i s going on r e c o r d , a f t e r a s u c c e s s i o n o f r e h e a r s a l s a n d
r e r u n s , wi th a s smooth a t a l e a s e v e r t o l d f o r 'sweet i n n o c e n t e a r s .

That Chief Justice of ours is certainly one for keeping h i s word.
T h i s is. t h e moment o l d J a c k w a i t e d f o r - - - - - - t o c l e a r t h e J e w s o f
any p a r t in the c o n s p i r a c y, and to come out c l e a n h ims e l f a t the
same t i m e .

He knew enough to fee l a l i t t l e gui l t for being used. Ye t , when the
c a r d s were down, t h e r e was a l w a y s t h e c h a n c e t h a t he c o u l d d o a
I l t t le better out of the whale, thing.

BUT
before the fun begins, there was l i t t l e h i toh t o d i s cus s w i t h you.I t seems a s i f Henry Wade, D i s t r i c t A t to rney i n D a l l a s , had
some i n t e r e s t i n what was going t o be a s k ed and answered by Ruby.

Not tha t h i s men w o u l d n ' t be p re sen t a g a i n , but the ground r u l e s
were s e t in a s p e c i a l d e l i v e r y a i r mail l e t t e r to Mr. Lee Rankin
in Washington j u s t t h r e e d a y s b e f o r e they a l l g o t t o g e t h e r .

(opens the Volume and reads)
"Dear Mr. Ränkin,

I have been informed that the War ren Commission 1s a n t i c i p a t i n g
the giving o f a polygraph t e s t t o Jack Ruby i n t h e n e a r fu tu re ,

( l o o k s up and t a l k s )

Now, he went on and said they could cover whether or not he knew
Onwald o r had any a s s i s t a n c e in commi t t ing the c r i m e . He e v e n g a v e
them p e r m i s s i o n t o c o v e r " o u r e v i d e n c e " o f p r e m e d i t a t i o n .

G e t t h e p i c t u r e ? C o n d i t i o n s set---
T h e r e i s o n l y o n e t h i n g y o u m u s t r e m e m b e r . Any p l o t , i f i t was a
p l o t t o s i l e n c e Oswald, was planned much longer than Friday,
Saturday or Sunday of the week of the a s s a s s i n a t i o n .
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Reader
(tien are entering the r o o m . They
come in one a t a t ime . As t h e y come,
r e a d e r announces t h e i r names, and
t h e i r r ea son f o r be ing t h e r e . )

Mr. A r l e n S p e c t e r , a s s i s t a n t c o u n s e l o f t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s
Commission. You remember Mr. S p e c t e r from t h e i n t e r v i e w
a few weeks ago with Mr. Ruby•

Mr. Joe Fowler, chief ccounsél for Jack Ruby. He wasn't counsel
v e r y l o n g . A month a f t e r he e n t e r e d the c a s e , the po lygraph was
given... Mr. Fowler was fi r e d f o r no t s t o p p i n g t h e po lyg raph
test by Earl Ruby, the brother of Jack Ruby. (sits nearest Ruby,
Mr. Joe Ionahill.......... you remember Mr. Tonahill, the note
p a s s e r , from b e f o r e .

Mr.Wi l l i am A l e x a n d e r . . . A s s i s t a n t D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y. Las t time
we m e t with Mr. Ruby: Mr. Bowie r e p r e s e n t e d the D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y ' s

K r. Alexander,office with his presence..'"death of Jack Ruby.... is joining us.too long ago a rgued f o r the

Mr. Allan Sweat, Chief cr iminal deputy and polygraph opera tor
f o r Dallas County, Te x a s . The F.B . I . conducted the polygraph
t e s t . We s t i l l a r e n o t q u i t e s u r e why Mr.SWeat's p r e s e n c e was
n e c e s s a r y . The amount of persons present e ffec t s the r e s u l t s
• o f t h e s e t e s t s .

Mr. Bell P.Herndon, polygraph operator and special agent of the
F . B . I .

fami l iar ize
he i s h e r e " t o he lp Mr. Herndon .

1 t h e polygraph procedure,

And again we have Miss Odell Oliven, our lovely court reporter.

S p e c t e r
Those currently present may remain while the polygraph operator'
e x p l a i n s the q u e s t i o n s to Mr. R u b y. . . . and then e v e r y o n e wouldl e a v e t h e room except the opera to rs , cour t r e p o r t e r , and I . . . . .

(pause )

The q u e s t i o n now s u b j e c t to being resolved i s t h e i s s u e of
whe the r anyone wi l l be p r e s e n t from the S h e r i f f ' s o f fi c e .
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Specter

I think a l l your objections and comments about this proceeding
s h o u l d go on t h e r e c o r d .

F o w l e r
L e t me fi r s t s u g g e s t . . why d o n ' t I d i s c u s s t h i s wi th Jack?
I f h e i n s i s t s , I can't hola him back. Let me step down and chat

, wi th him a few minutes .
(leaves the room)

R e a d e r

(comes conter stage)
You s e e , Ruby and h i s lawyer received n o advanced n o t i c e of the
a r r i v a l of the Polygraph agents. Ruby had wanted Dr. Tanay - whe
p r e s e n t . RuBy had attacked B e l l i ' s defense, f e e l i n g   t h e   j u r y
was n e v e r g i v e n the r e l e v a n t and p e r t i n e n t f a c t s . There w a s no
time for Ruby's t o "prepare" whatever t h a t i n v o l v e d . . . i f
he was so l i l l y w h i t e .

(goes back t o s too l )

F o w l e r
( runs back b r e a t h l e s s )

He says h e ' s going to t a k e t h i s t e s t r ega rd l e s s
he says, "By God, I am going to take the t e s t . "

o f h i s lawyers,

T o n a h i l l

Well, you know the law i s in h i s f a v o r and t h a t he i s presumed
to belsame, and there. can't be anybody i'speak for him but himself.

Well, I won't

F o w l e r

want to go back there then!!
T o n a h i l l

I f he ever gets his hands on you, t hey ' l l l e t him have i t .

S p e c t e r

I have requested Sher i ff Decker to have a physician standing by
i f h e n e e d s m e d i c a l a t t e n t i o n .
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Specter
(talking to Fowler)

With r e s p e c t t o your r e q u e s t t h a t the r e s u l t s o f the t e s t s be
h e l d c o n fi d e n t i a l , t h e Commission has h e r e t o f o r e on o t h e r
q u e s t i o n s . . . . . . r e f u s e d t o make any advance commitment.... because
öf the nature of i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to make the fi n a l dec i s ion
on DISCLOSING or NOT DISCLOSING...... what i t concludes i s in
t h e p u b l i c i n t e r e s t . Or, s ta ted differently, t h e Commiss ion
j u s t wont be committed. The r e s u l t s o f t h i s examination will
n o t be disclosed to anyone until t h e Cormission i t se l f has
reviewed the r e s u l t s and makes a dec i s ion .

F o w l e r

We strenuosly request tha t t h i s matter not be re leased to the
p r e s s .

S h e r i f f Decker
(en te rs the room, a d r e s s e s Mr.
F o w l e r u n c u b a . )

Jim Ker r c a u g h t you m a k i n g a 5 0 y a r d d a s h a n d t h e y a r e c i r c l i n g
a r o u n d d o w n s t a i r s a n d J i m K e r r i s j u s t g o i n g in c i r c l e s w a n t i n g
to know what Clayton Fowler i s doing up i n the j a i l .

(exits'

F o w l e r

Our r eques t t h a t t h i s ma t t e r be held s t r i c l y c o n fi d e n t i a l is
because i t i s given a t the request: o f the Commission and for
t h e b e n e fi t o f t h e C o m m i s s i o n , and we feel t h a t the Commission
and o n l y t h e Cormis s ion should have t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n .

Before any of i t i s r e l e a s e d for publ ic comsumption o r p r i va t e
consumption, No.1, the s h e r i f f ' s o ffice , the d i s t r i c t attorney's
office? of the Governmentt h e F e d e r a l Bureau o f I n v e s t i g a t i o n , o r a n y o t h e r
a g e n c y o u t s i d e t h e Wa r r e n C o m m i s s i o n - - - - t h a t
we b e t o l d t h a t t h i s i s g o i n g t o b e d o n e .

S p e c t e r

You will be notified in advance of any publicat ion i f i n fact
the Commission ultimately decides to make such a publication.

R e a d e r
( r u n s o u t - c o n f u s e d - s c r a t c h e s head)

Is that what he requested, "advanco notice of publication"?
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Fowler

I would l i k e the record to show t h a t I as Jack Ruby's a t torney
a d v i s e d him n o t to t a k e the t e s t , and t h a t i f he d i d so he would be
doing i t against the advice o f h i s a t t o r n y. . . . the advice of
h i s f a m i l y . . . • and that notwithstanding th i s , Jack said he
had requested th i s and he i n s i s t e d o n the t e s t . . . . . • We do
respectfully request t h a t the Commission not disclose any of the
questions t h a t will be submitted to Jack Ruby t o any o t h e r
person o t h e r than the o p e r a t o r s . . . . . the i n v e s t i g a t o r f o r

s- t h e C o m m i s s i o n . . . . . . and h i s a t to rneys p r e s e n t .

MORE SPECIFICALIY. . . . . that these questions n o t be g i v e n
t o anyone connected with t h e D a l l a s S h e r i f f ' s O f fi c e , The
D a l l a s F. B . I , the Dallas Distr ict Attorney's O f fi c e . . . . . . . .
s p e c i fi c a l l y (swinging h i s arms out to Mir. Alexander) . .
to l i r . B i l l Alexander, who is present in the room a t t h i s time,
and t i r. S w e a t t , w h oi s present in the room representing the
D a l l a s S h e r i f f ' s O f fi c e .

S p e c t e r
• ( g i v e s a poor e x c u s e f o r t h e i r p r e s e n c e )

With rospect to the request that none o f the questions be made
a v a i l a b l e t o anybody from the Da l l a s P o l i c e Depar tment , o r t h e
Dallas D i s t r i c t At torney 's Office , o r t h e D a l l a s S h e r i f f ' s
O f f i c e . . ・ ・ … … … The Conmission's position on that i s . . . . . i f
t h e q u e s t i o n s a r e s u b m i t t e d i n advance t o t h e c o u n s e l f o r t h e
defendent? t h e r e i s e q u a l s tanding o n the p a r t o f t h e S t a t e
t o h a v o s i m i l a r t r e a t m e n t .

R e a d e r

(again confused)
I don't know what he means when he says "on the part of the State."
The information Jack Ruby implied he wanted to t a l k about, h e
n a d e v e r y c l e a r , was n o t t h e i r c o n c e r n . I t was b e t w e e n h i m
a n d t h e C o m m i s s i o n . The p o l y g r a p h t e s t i s not a t r i a l . I t
was intended by Mr. Ruby to supply information the Cormission
may wish to know.
Once more our Commission i s c los ing the avenues o f communication.

Specter
(continues- very matter o f fact)

The q u e s t i o n s to be asked o f Mr. Ruby would be s e t fo r th so
t h a t h e would u n d e r s t a n d them f u l l y wi th t h e o t h e r p e o p l e p r e s e n t .
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S p e c t e r

Then, i t was t h e Commission's view that everybody shouldl e a v e the room except f o r the two s p e c i a l a g e n t s o f t h e F.BI .
administering the test, the court reporter, and me.
Sher i f f . Decker ha s i n s i s t e d t h a t a member o f h i s s t a f f bepresent as custodian of the body of Jack Ruby, s i n c e he h a s
t h a t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y. . . . I t i s no t ye t determined who t h a tw i l l b e .

Tonahil l
(Changes s u b j e c t e n t i r e l y . S t i l l
n o t r e s o l v e d a b o u t S h e r i f f ' s
o f fi c e . )

M r . Fowler a n d h a v e t a lked with t h e v a r i o u s p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,each of whom f e e l s that because a c k Ruby i s of unsound m i n d andm e n t a l l y   1 1 2 ; t h i s polygraph t e s t i s a mistake and wouldor a o That and and
p r o d u c e no th ing by way o f an a c c u r a t e r e s u l t o f d e c e p t i o n , t r u t h ,o r conclusiveness in any regard and feel that i t should not be
made.

J e s t e r - r e a d e r

(clowns around- runs around,
talks, s i t s down)

What is a l l this fuss.. about? For goodness sakes, what d o they
think is going to happen? . . He sounded pret ty sane l a s t
t i m e . . . r e m e m b e r ?

T o n a h i l l

But.... even though he is of unsous condition could grow worsedoes not know r i g h t
from wrong, i s mentally i l l ,without i t , a n d i n the i n t e r e s t s o f s a t i s f y i n g everyone
c o n c e r n e d , t h e S t a t e . . . .

S c r e e n

A l a rg e p i c t u r e o f Texas i s fl a s h e d on.
T o n a h i l l

The N a t i o n
S c r e e n

A map of the United S t a t e s i s fl a s h e d . . .
T o n a h i l l

and the w o r l d .
S c r e e n

P ic tu re of globe of the world spinning around.
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Tonahill (continuing)
i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y i f t h i s p o l y g r a p h t e s t i s n o t g i v e n , t h e r e w i l l
be loft hanging in the clouds certain doubts as to whether there was
a conspiracy between Ruby and others or Oswald, or whetherthey. knew e a c h o t h e r . .

I f R u b y r e f u s e d t o u n d e r g o a p o l y g r a p h t e s t , c e r t a i n l y the
B o a r d o f P a r d o n s a n d P a r o l e m a y l o o k w i t h d i s f a v o r u p o n t h e
f a c t and infer possible premeditation on his par t i n the

s shooting of Oswald.

S c r e e n

Shows b l u e s k y ? White clouds floating about. I n each is thet i t l e o f a b o o k c h a l l e n g i n g t h e H a r r e n C o n m i s s i o n .
1. J o e s t e n "Oswald: Assassin o r Fall Guy?"
2 . Buchanan "Who Killed Kennedy?"
3. Fox "The Unanswered Questions about President Kennedy'sA s s a s s i n a t i o n "

4 . G e r s h e n s o n "Kennedy and Big Business"
5 . L a n e "Rush t o Judgement"
6. B e r t r a n d R u s s e l l "Sixteen Questions about the Assassination"
7. Thomson "The Quest f o r Tr u t h "
8. Epstein "Inquest, 9.Popkin"The Second Oswald. 1 2 Weisberg"Whitewash
10. Penn Jones"Forgive my Grief 11. Sauvage "Oswald Affair

( t a l i s   w i e r g o t h e s e   c l o u d s   a r e   i n   t h e   s b y "
The polygraph will be given, but l i t t le clouds s t i l l floata b o u t .

Specter
May the record further show that arrangments have been made
to have Dr. Norman Beavers available.

F o w l e r
Let 's add this Joe, that i n whatever capacity or degroe i t
w o u l d h e l p t o s u b s t a n t i a t e t h a t in o u r o p i n i o n we b e l i e v e t h a t
Jack Ruby i s o f unsound mind.

( t a l k i n g to Tonahi l l ) T

I am not going to physically manhandle Jack Ruby.

T o n a h i l l

No. Unt i l he i s dec la red a ward through an insan i ty proceedings
h e i s p r e s u m e d a b l e t o e x e r c i s e h i s own c o n s e n t .
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S p e c t e r
Let us discuss this off the record a moment.

S c r e e n
"Off the Record"

Specter, Tonahill, Fowler
(go o f f to one s i d e o u t o f d i s t a n c e o f
c o u r t r e p o r t e r . . . . t ä l k . . . g o back to
their former places)

F o w l e r

Put this into the reaord, we object to anyone from the Sheriff's
o f fi c e being p r e s e n t .

( S p o t l i g h t on the back of Hir. Sweatt)
He never does leave the room, doesn't
e v e n a n s w e r )

which would appear to me

only and we wi l l ob jec t .

Specter

The sher i ff feols that someone from his s t a f f ought to be present.
Fowler

I f the s h e r i f f i s allowed a t a l l , h e be a l l o w e d t o s t a n d a t t h e
door a n d any o t h e r e x i t i n the building, not to be ablo to view
the cha r t or any p a r t o f i t .

R e a d e r

Boy, they really t rus t eachother. Something big must be cooking.
Specter

The s h e r i f f ' s c u s t o d i a n wi l l be p r e s e n t a t the door so t h a t he
may n o t h a v e a c c e s s t o t h e c h a r t . . . .

A l e x a n d e r

At this time, for and behalf of the Dallas County D i s t r i c t
Attorney's office, a request is made for a l i s t of the questions
asked Jack Ruby, and t h a t , a copy o f the recording by thepolygraph be furnished t h e d i s t r i c t at torney's office .



2 - 9

A l e x e n d e r

i e would a l so l i k e a copy o f the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the t e s t .
Whether or not we are given an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e t e s t ,
do want the questions and ACTUAL TAPE OF THE POLYGRAPH MACHINE.

R e a d e rNo k i d d i n g ,
・ ・ ・ ・ ・ ・ these guys r ea l ly t r u s t eachother. He wants the

"actual tape."
Fowler

As a t t o r n e y f o r Jack Ruby, I request the Warren Commission deny
the request of the Dallas d i s t r i c t a t t o rney. I t might and c o u l d
e f f e c t the outcome o f his case, n o w o n a p p e a l . T h i s i s a

matter between Mr. Ruby and the Warren Commission only•
(Dr. Beavers e n t e r s t h e room) •

Jailer
(on en te r ing the room)

He wi l l be r i g h t up.
Ruby

(follows j a i l e r - e n t e r s )

S p e c t e r
( to Ruby)

Kr. Ruby, I am Arlen Specter. How are you today?
Ruby

Fine; how are you?
T o n a h i l l

( t r e a t i n g Ruby l i k e a baby-introduces
S p e c t e r. . I am sure Ruby remembers
h i m f r o m b e f o r e )

Jack, that ' s Mr. Specter of the Warren Cormission.
S p e c t e r

lir. Ruby, why d o n ' t you have a c h a i r over h e r e - - - - a n d l e t me
introduce you to everybody so you will know who everybody is.
This i s Miss Odell O l i v e r , the court raporter, she will take
your testimony like we did before.

O l i v e r
How do you do Mr. Ruby?

S p e c t e r :
I guess you n o w Dr. Beavers
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R e a d e r

You b e t h e d o e s . . . . Dr. wa's appointed by Mr. Tonahill and Judge
B r o w n . . . and k e e p s i n s i s t i n g Ruby is "insane.

S p e c t e r

This i s Mr. Wood. and Mr. Herndon, polygraph operators with
the F . B . I .
This i s Mr. A l e x a n d e r • •

R e a d e r

Things a re getting ridiculous. Ruby knows Mr. Alexander very
well from h i s t r i a l . They need no in t roduct ion .

Specter
(turning to ja i lor who brought
Ruby u p

and y o u r name s i r ?
J a i l e r

Mr. Holman, E.L.
S p e c t e r

(introducing jai ler to Ruby)

This is Mr. Holman. (Reader-Jester-bursts out alughing)
The procedure i s t h i s , s u b j e c t to agreement on a l l s i d e s . We

are going to conduct the polygraph examination in a standard way:
which involves a s e r i e s of questions, o o r 9 in duration. Ino
ques t ions v i l l be explained to y o u i n advance. He w i l l e x p l a i n
then to you so t h e r e is no p o s s i b i l i t y o f c o n f u s i o n . . . . . They
w o n ' t s u r p r i s e y o u . . . . . .

Everybody who is present in th is room will be present when the
q u e s t i o n s a r e d i s c u s s e d .

Sc ient ifica l ly, i t ' s preferable t o have as few people possible
a t the t i m e t h e examination i s adminis tered. Original ly
we thought the only people p r e s e n t would be t h e two operators ,
the court reporter, and I . Now we have Mr. Holman and Dr.
B e a v e r s . Fir. Aloxander, Tonahill, and Fowler wouldn't be here.

Ruby
I ' a rathor have Mr. Fowler in preference to Dr. Beavers.

Reader
Nobody bo the red to e x p l a i n how Mr. Sweatt was going to d issolve
o r what was t o h a p p e n t o h im .

Ruby
How soon w i l l the answers be r e l e a s e d ?
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S p e c t e r

The answers w i l l b e compiled by t h e F . B . I . and then t hey ' r e
going to go to the Cormission, t o C h i e f J u s t i c e Warren. 'Every-
thing i s up t o them as to whether they w i l l be released, what
the re leaso wi l l be, a n d when i t will be made.

(to Ruby-)
We want i t perfectly plain for the record that the Commission

i s n ' t   p u s h i n g   t h e   m a t t e r … ・ ・ ・ ・b u t i t ' s only i n response t o y o u r
Anything you say could be used aga ins t you. Whenever

a d e f e n d e n t who i s i n v o l v e d in a c r i m i n a l p r o c e e d i n g says a n y t h i n g ,
anything he says could be h e l d ' a g d i n s t him.

Alexander

Lot me explain one thing. Under Iexas law, nothing Jack says
here could be used against him in Texas.

Ruby
(d i r ec t i ng remarks to Alexander)

3111, I 'm n o t q u a r r e l i n g w i t h t h a t , and I know you ce r t a in ly
are not going to help me, I know t h a t . . . . .

(talking to Specter)

Any quest ions you want to a s k . . . . I wil l answer anything without
r e l u c t a n c o . There 's no punches to be pul led. I want to answer
anything and everything.

Reader
Ruby's been a professional too l o n g . Watch how h e rewrites the
t i c k l i s h q u e s t i o n s soon when they s t a r t ro l l ing along.

Ruby

I f I have a right to say this, the district attorney's office
s h o u l d r e c e i v e w h a t e v e r i s n e c e s s a r y in r e g a r d t o t h e - a n s w e r s . . •
a s I o n c e w r o t e Henry Wade, i t i s not f o r p u b l i c i t y purposes b u t
o n l y f o r a u t h e n t i c i t y a n d t h e t r u t h . . . . . . . . .

I supersede the attorney and say I'm not concerned about with-
holding concened. I want it to be released Immediatoly to all

Whoever wants to know t h e r e s u l t s - - - I want i t to be
known, regardless of which way i t turns.
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Specter

In view of Mr. Ruby's request, i t i s my view that t h e group i s
such a s i z e now t h a t i t o u g h t t o r e m a i n as i t i s c o n s t i t u t e d
a t t h e p r e s e n t f o r bo th s e s s i o n s . . . . . . I am advised t h a t the
technical considerat ions are not persuasive as to one or t o
more p e o p l e .

(adressing Ruby)
Is that agreeable with you, Mr. Ruby?

Ruby
(not sure).

W e l l - - - -

F o w l e r

Jack, I don't think Bill can read a polygraph test, but Iwould
feel b e t t e r i f l i r. Alexander were not p resen t .

Ruby

I d o n ' t mind everyone remain ing h e r e .

F o w l e r

He, i n my opinion, i s a p e r f e c t gentleman, b u t i n the courtroom
he i s a p o r f e d t p r o s e c u t o r . . t h i n k i n g o f you now.

Ruby
Now, I ' ve got the monkey on my back now.

F o w l e r

Woll, you've got more than a monkey on your back, Jack.
( c o n f e r e n c e wi th Fowler and Ruby
out of hear ing o f r e p o r t e r )

Ruby

Well, whatever my attorney suggests
S p e c t e r

Your request then i s t h a t Mr. Alexander not be present?

Ruby

Y e s .
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Specter

lir. Bell Herndon will now s t a r t to explain the proceedings to
y o u .

(very polite, solicatous of Ruby)
Thank you. (to lir. Spec te r. Finally starting af ter a l l thisneedless bickering)

First of all,: I want to show you my credent ia l s so you will know
that I am a s p e c i a l agent from the FBI.

(cou ld make t h i s very funny-have a long wallet of
c r e d i t c a r d s in a p l a s t i c f o l d e r - p o u r s th rough
them, shows Ruby the F.BI card, and Ruby nods)

(points to lir Wooa)
S p e c i a l g e n t wood i s n o t a c t u a l l y a p o l y g r a p h e x a m i n e r ,
he i s h e r e t o a s s i s t me i n t h i s e x a m i n a t i o n . Is t h a t a l l r i g h t ?

( r e a d e r - j e s t e r on side makes a
funny f a c e ,

Prior to any polygraph examination we h a v e a consent form_I want
t o r e a d to y o u . . . . . "Consent t o Interview with Polygraph. I, Jack
L. Buby"

(holds it up,as i f reading i t )
You sign it as you usually sign, but do you want to read itany further, sir?

Ruby
I ' l l j u s t s ign i t .

(Herndon and Wood aro getting equipment
r e a d y )

(Ruby adresses Tonahi l l )

Did you get your pants sewed up, Joe?
To n a h i l l

I t went through my l eg .
Ruby

That was a pretty rough brawl we had, wasn't i t , Joe?
To n a h i l l

Ye s
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Ruby

J o e , I ' d appreciate i t i f you weren't in the room. Can I a s k
to leave , Joe?

T o n a h i l l

I ' l l be glad to leave, i f you want me to, Jack.
Ruby

As a m a t t e r o f f a c t ,
supposed to be my f r i e n d .

I p r e f e r Bill Alexander to you, and you're

To n a h i l l
Let the r e c o r d show t h a t M r . Ruby says he p r e f e r s Bi l l Aloxander
being h e r e during t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n , who i s t h e a s s i s t a n t
d i s t r i c t attorney who asked that a jury give him t h e death
s e n t e n c e , to myself, who asked the jury to acquit him...
his a t t o r n e y .

H e r n d o n
(looking at Tonahill)

May we p roceed? M r. Ruby, b e f o r e we b e g i n a n y t h i n g ,
to t ry to r e l a x . I r e a l i z e t h e r e i s s o m e t e n s i o n h e r e .

I w a n t y o

Ruby

What is the preference o f the doctor being here? Is he supposed
to be my doctor, I mean Dr. Beavers?

Specter

l i r . Ruby, he i s here at the request of lir. Tonahill.
At this time, I have the authority to administer an oath to
you.

(Ruby stands up)
Do you s o l m e n l y s w e a r t h a t t h e a n s w e r s a n d i n f o r m a t i o n you s h a l l
give in t h i s proceeding will be the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the t ru th?

Ruby
I do

(asking Herndon)
There was some newspaper items recently that brought up t h e fac t
t h a t I was o f unsound mind. Do I sound tha t way to you a t the
p r e s e n t t i m e ?

H e r n d o n :

I don't f e e l tha t I am q u a l i fi e d to make any statement in that
r e g a r d .
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H e r n d o n

Would you care t o s i t over here, Kr. Ruby, and I will further
e x p l a i n the t e s t to you?

(Ruby gets into chair for test)
This i s a p o l y g r a p h c h a i r . We w a n t t o t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f t h e s e
h i g h a r m s so t h a t we c a n g e t a b e t t e r t r a c i n g .

(Indicating arms of the chair)
I want to proceed by hooking up some of these p ieces o f equipment.
Now, remove the material you have in your pocket.

(Ruby reaches in, hands them to Fowler)

I w i l l go ahead and g i v e you some b a s i c i n s t r u c t i o n s a b o u t how
t h e s e q u e s t i o n s a r e g o i n g t o be a s k e d and how I w a n t y o u t o
answer them.

Ruby
Alright

Herndon

The polygraph examination w i l l en t a i l approximately 8 or 9
q u e s t i o n s - - - w h a t we c a l l a s e r i e s . We w i l l d i s cus s the question,

answer the question at this t i m e . . . . . . Answer i t "yes" or

I am going t o ask s e v e r a l q u e s t i o n s which a r e p e r t i n e n t t o t h e
fo rmis s ion ' s i n v e s t i g a t i o n . . . . . . . . I wi l l a l so ask seve ra l which
jus t deal with jour i d e n t i t y, background, and name. Those
are the two types I w i l l a s k .

T h e u s e o f t h e s c r e e n o r t h e j e s t e r t o
i n d i c a t e w h a t t h e a p p r o p r i a t e q u e s t i o n s h o u l d
h a v e b e e n a s k e d - - - i s n o t c l e a r i n my m i n a .
I feel the audience is not ful ly aware of the
wealenosses in the questions that followit maymay think, them per t inent o r adequate:
b e t h a t I am under-es t imated the audience.
I w i l l add t h e comments where I think they
a r e n e e d e d . They aan a lways be e l i m i n a t e d
l a t e r - Q r increased l a t e r i f they are h e l p f u l .

How, the fi r s t q u e s t i o n I ' m going t o ask you u n d e r s e r i e s 1 i s
Did you now Oswald before November 2 2 , 1963?"
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Herndon

S c r e e n

If the answer to the firs t question is "no", the second becomes
m e a n i n g l e s s .
Ruby was int h e Times Henald Building at the time of the Assassin-
a t i o n .
I t has not yet peen established that Oswald was the "assassin."

Herndon

I t r i e d to make them as s h o r t a s p o s s i b l e and as c l e a r as pos s ib l e .

"Did Jou take any medication this morning?"
I will ask you, "Did you voluntarily request this test?"
I will ask a ra ther obvious question of ident i ty, "Is your fi r s t
name J a c k ? I s your las t name Ruby?"

I'm going to ask, "Do you use the middle name Leon?"
I will ask you this question, "Have you ever been arrested?"
I mean, prior to the shooting o f Oswald.

Ruby
I l v e n e v e r been invo lved i n a c r ime , so i t you 've been a r r e s t e d
f o r s e l l i n g beer a f t e r hours, d o e s that qua l i fy as an answer too?

H e r n d o n

well, I mean o f f e n d i n g a l a w t h a t ' s on the r e c o r d . .
i f you have something in doubt i n your mind of how to answer,
jus t refrain,. and we ' l l go, back.

( Herndon hooks u p t h e •equ ipmen t -a r u b b e r t u b e
on h i s c h e s t . . . . t a l k s a s h e a t t c h e s )

Sit perfectly relaxed, s t r a i g h t i n your chair, f e e t fl a t o n

t h e fl o o r . The next t h i n g I w i l l pu t on w i l l be on your hand . .

He looks at Ruby's hand where he is to
a t t a c h ins t rument . Sees a fi n g e r missing)

What happened there, Mr. Ruby?

Ruby
Oh, running a nightclub, you get involved in various altercations.
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(Ruby i s so genteel with his "altercation".
He makes "running a l u b " sound as i f he
were p e e l i n g p o t a t o e s A c t u a l l y , Ruby was
always invo lved wi th v i o l e n c e .

Reader
(runs cen te r, laughs)

In Voluno XV Edward Pullnan r e c a l l s how Ruby talked about when he
was w o r l i n g f o r t h e Union back in Chicago days and l o s t h i s fi n g e r
i n a fi g h t . . . . . . . ." I t was shot off ."

In Volune XV Nir. I.M.Hansen, Jr. said that "Ruby had a finger bitten
off a t the S i l v e r S p u r i n Da l l a s . The boy "got a load and sp i t i t
out in the s t r e e t " . "Never paid much attention to that. We h a d

s t u f f l i k e t h a t go ing onit was an ear or something. ' l l the time. If it wasn't a finger,
(returns to side)

(While this is being said about Ruby's finger,
Herndon is a t t a c h i n g the i n s t r u n e n t s )

Ruby
(looking at Wood)

What is your nano, please, sir?
Wood

Wood. I'm with the FBI.

Ruby

Where i s Shanklin, I thought he was supposed to be here? I s n ' t
lir. Shanklin the chief?

(nobody answers Ruby)

S p e c t e r

All r i g h t , I think those who are going to leave should leave
now so t h a t we a r e ready to. go a s soon a s your i n s t r u m e n t i s
i n t u n e .

( l i r . A l e x a n d e r l e a v e s t h e room;
Stands behind p l a s t i c on other
s i d e . :

Ruby

I f Tonahill i s going t o be here---I don't believe h e ' s - - - I know
Bill Alexander i s my f r iend , so he can s t a y, but Joe i s supposed
to be my f r i e n d .
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Ruby
(Again very a ffirna t ive , as he

was in l a s t a c t )

I have nothing to gain by Joe being here, because I have nothing
t o g a i n .

A1l r i c h t ,
t o s t e p o u t .

F o w l e r

all right. Then, we will ask Joe and Mr. Aloxander

(Alexander was s t a n d i n g in doorway. Came
back through door, was listening)

Ruby
(To Alexander)

N o w, B i l l , den't say. I didn't request you, now?
Herndon

I'm going t o ask you just the questions that we discussed before
and t h a t ' s a l l .

Ruby
( su rp r i sed )

You m e a n t h a t ' s a l l ?
H e r n d o n

( reassur ing)

No; this is just series 1, fir. Ruby
Ruby

All right. Believe me,. I know the answers, s o y o u c a n a s k me

as f a s t as you l i k e .

H e r n d o n

The test will now begin
( I w i l l d u p l i c a t e the q u e s t i o n s f o r the fi r s t
few s e r i e s t o show how they run, then w i l l

eliminate duplication after a few sets. ,
Mr. Herndon 'can a s k them very r a p i d l y, Ruby
answer r a p i d l y , in e x a g g e r a t e d s p e e d because
we h e a r d t h e m o n c e - - a n d t h e y a r e e a s y ,

"Is your fi r s t name Jack?"
"yes"

" I s your l a s t"yes" name Ruby?
"Did you voluntarily request this test?

"yes"
"Did you know Oswald before November 22, 1963?"

" n o "
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"Do you use the middle name Leon?"
"I d o n ' t use i t "

"Did you a s s i s t Oswald i n the Assassination?"
"no"

"Have you ever been a r r e s t ed?"
"yes"

"Did you tale any medication this morning?"
"Have y o uanswered all my questions truthfully?"

"yes"
The fi r s t s e r i e s i s o v e r .Could you explain the middi: nanat wasn't too bad, sir, was it?

Ruby
I don't use it. Once you nave it on your driver's license, you
h a v e t o h a v e i t t h e same w a y.

H e r n d o n

That went in your mind whon you answored the question "yes" +
" H a v e y o u e v e r b e e n a r r e s t e d

Ruby
Well, I was arrostod for dancing a f t e r curfew.

(Alexander and To n a h i l l come back
i n t o a room)

Herndon

We w i l l p r o c e e d wi th s e r i e s 2 . . . . . I w i l l go o v e r t h e s e q u e s t i o n s
so you w i l l u n d e r s t a n d them.

"Are you now a member of the Communist Party?"
R u b y"no"
H e n r d o n

"Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party?"

Ruby
"no"

Herndon
"Are you now a member of any group that advocates the violent
o v e r t h r o w o f t h e United S t a t e s Government?"

Ruby
" n o "

H e r n d o n

"Have you ever been a member o f any g r o u p t h a t a d v o c a t e s t he

violent overthrow of the United States Government?"
Ruby

"no"
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Herndon

"Were you born in Chicago?"
Ruby

"yes"
H e r n d o n

"Did you ever make a f a l s e o f fi c i a l statement?" I mean here an
application for a permit, insurance, legal or semilegal form.

Ruby
" n o "

Herndon

"You were born 1911?"
Ruby

"yes"
(Alexander and To n a h i l l l eave the room,
Seen being p l a s t i c door each time,

R e a d e r
T h e s e same q u e s t i o n s w e r e a s k e d i n t h i s s e c o n d s e r i e s , t h e same
a n s w e r s w e r e g i v e n by Mr. R u b y.

(Alexander and Tonahill back in room) /
T h i s goes o n t h r o u g h o u t a l m o s t a l l

the t e s t . Then they remain f o r t h e
grand fina le which they word them-
s e l v e s . !

H e r n d o n
We sha l l now proceed to what we ca l l s e r i e s No.3. Here aga in ,
the questions are internixed, some rather pertinent, others
g o n o r a l . .

"Between the assassination a n d the shooting, did anybody you
Inow t e l l you they knew Oswald?

j e s t e r

This question has no meaning. I t would b e possible, i n d i s c u s s -

i n t the Assass ina t ion , t h a t somebody in D a l l a s cou ld s a y, "I l o w

Ruby
"no"

Herndon
"Did you tell anyone that you were thinking of shooting Oswald
before you did i t ? "
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Ruby

"to". Yes--- I take that, back. Sunday morning---I want to
e l a b o r a t e o n t h a t - - - b e i o r e l e f t my a p a r t m e n t . Ask me t h a t
q u e s t i o n a g a i n .

Reader a n d Screen (he runs forward; talks, runs back)
Now! watch! see what h a p p e n s to t h i s q u e s t i o n b e f o r e i t
is reworded and fi n a l l y a c c e p t a b l e f o r an answer.

H e r n d o n

Let 's go o v e r i t once more, Mr Ruby• I w a n t you t o be a b l e t o
bo i n a p o s i t i o n

answer it simple "yes"you
Ruby

w i l l you specify the t ime- - - the time element i s very important .
Herndon

The
"before

t i m e
i s a

e l e m e n t i s b e f o r e - - - - b e f o r e you d i d i t .
very broad coverage?

Now

R e a d e r

It seems t o me, i f we remember, fi r . Wade wanted t h e q u e s t i o n s l i m i t e d
fron "Friday to Sunday" B u t n e v e r w o r r y , fi r. Ruby wi l l narrow
i t down t o t h o s e d a y s i n c a s e l i r . H e r n d o n f o r g o t , o r n e v e r s a w
t h e l e t t e r o f " c o n d i t i o n s " th/Dallas District Attorney.

Ruby

That's iT. That!s a d i fficu l t question to answer.

Herndon
( s t i l l holding out)

T h a t ' s t h e way the q u e s t i o n i s worded. Let me ask i t a g a i n and
s e e i f you w a n t t o d i s c u s s i t . "Did you t e l l anyone t h a t you
were thinking o f shooting Oswald before you did it?"

Ruby
(no r e s p o n s e - - - s i l e n c e - - thinking;
Why d o n ' t you say th i s , "That Sunday morning, specifically?"
T h a t w o u l d be e a s i e r f o r me t o answer. .

Herndon
I n o t h e r w o r d s ,Oswalapon Sunday morning "e12 anyone you were thinking of shooting
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Fowle r,
a n d I o v a d e i t .

Ruby
( t o Fowler)

i t p u t s me in a tough s p o t when he a s k s me t h a t q u e s t i o n

S p e c t e r
I f you would like u s to break i t d o w n , we could do i t in two
q u e s t i o n s . Did you t e l l anybody o n Sunday morning you wer
o i n g to s h o o t Oswald b e f o r e you d i d i t ?

• Ruby

Yes, that's easier to answer.
Specter

Then we can ask y o u t h i s , " B e f o r e Sunday morning did you t e l l
anybody you in tended t o shoot Oswald?

Ruby

Now before Sunday morning neans any time element beyond the time
I loft my apartmont. I s that what you're referring to won you
say Sunday morning?

S p e c t e r
Well, I ' l l even change that and I ' l l say "Before you l e f t your
apar tment on Sunday morning, d id you t e l l anyone you intended

J e s t e r
Now we are back on the t r a c k . Almost got off. With Ruby's
help we a r e going s t ra ight . We are f a r removed from Mn.
Herndon's original question of"time element".
If there were any possible chance of silencing Oswald, that was
discussed long before Sunday morning•

Specter
NOw, the question will be; "From t h e time you l e f t your
apartment o n Sunday morning, did you tell anyone you intended i
t o s h o o t Oswala?"

J e s t e r - R e a d e r

Who would he t e l l t h a t to?

S p e c t e r
Now, w e ' v e b r o k e n i t u p t h r e e w a y s . I n t h e fi r s t p a r t , " Before
y o u l e f t your apartment o n Sunday morning, did you t e l l anyone
you in t ended t o shoo t Oswald?
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Ruby

Now, you've got to get another question in there. "Previous
to your a r i s ing that morning, have you told anyone you're going
to s h o o t Oswald. " . . . . Yo u see my p o i n t . . .

S p e c t e r

"Before you went to bed on Saturday n i g h t or e a r l y Sunday morning
d id you t e l l anyone you i n t e n d e d t o s h o o t Oswald?"

Ruby

That i s r a g h t . . . . a i s o , whether I received any pone c a l l s from
t h e t i m e - w e n t t o b e d a n d t h e t i m e . - a r o s e . Do you follow me?
In o the r w o r d s . . . , I could clear myself by answering that question
t r u t h f u l l y .

R e a d e r

(laughs out loud-makes a few leaps in
the a i r

Is HE supposed t o be i n s a n e ? THAT MAN IS A GENIUS. He h a s
c l e a r e d h i n s e l f of S a t u r d a y ' s c a l l s , and w i l l n o t a l l o w them
t o ask w h a t h a p p e n e d b e f o r e t h o s e d a y s .

A l e x a n d e r

May I make a s u g z e s t i o n ? . . . . ask "Did you tell someone by telephone
y o u i n t e n d e d t o s h o o t O s w a l d ? "

F o w l e r

Now, we will certainly object to a question being framed by
t h i s a t t o r n e y .

S p e c t e r :

Are you concerned about the disclosure of this information in
t h e presence of Mr. Alexander?

F o w l e r

I am.
Specter

Would i t be agreeable with you if Mr. Alexander leaves while
t h i s question i s being formulated so we can understand it?

A l e x a n d e r

Jack knows that I know the answer to i t , so t h e r e ' s n o u s e i n
anybody getting upset about i t .
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Ruby

Are you sure you know the answer to i t ?

Alexander
I think so, Jack.

• - S p e c t e r :

M r . Alexander, do you have any objection to stepping out just
whi l e we f o r m u l a t e t h i s q u e s t i o n ?

A l e x a n d e r

Not at all, not at all.....Come on Joe. (he is so used to h i s p a l . )

I d o n ' t h a v e t o g o .

T o n a h i l l

(he i s n ' t going to miss the fun)
(Alexande r walks o u t room)

seen through wall .

Specter

M r. Ruby. We want to phrase the question in a way that getst o the point,. as you see the point. (not as Mr. Herndon saw i t )
So, t e l l us exactly what you have in mind here.

H e r n d o n

Here's the area we're trying to c o v e r. Here's the question
I originally asked you which created a l l t h i s problem. "Betweenu nàng tot h e assassination and the shooting"----"Did y o u t e l l anyone
tha t you are thinking o f shooting Oswald before you d i d i t .

R e a d e r and S c r e e n

THAT WAS NOT THE ORIGINAL QUESTION. TIE ORIGINAL QUESTION WAS '
ANYT I M E UNTIL THE SHOOTING OF OSWALD.

H e r n d o n

Now, I triod to put that a s plainly as I could. I'm noti n t e r e s t e d h e r e i n t h e a r e a o f w h e n - -

S J e s t e r

When did he change h i s mind?
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Ruby
Y e S , b u t i f you're speaking i n t h e araa of when, i t ' s prettyincriminating. I t ' s a long premeditation, then, of time element.

i Remember- this i s t h e
t e l l a l l , they die. "man no "wanted to

On Ruby's b u l l e t i n
board was the phone number o f a polygraph
o p e r a t o r . Long before a l l t h i s , h e knew
more about t h e polygraph machine. He wil l
manipulate un t i l h e i s s a t i s fi e d )

F o w l e r
Jack, L e t me s a y t h i s - - - n o w , t h i s i s t h e v e r y c r u x o f y o u r
c a s e . I n o t h e r w o r d s , i f t h e r e i s p r e m e d i t a t i o n o n y o u r p a r tto murder or to k i l l , this can and wil l be u s e d a g a i n s t you,
and this information - - - i f you get a new t r i a l - - i f your answer
to t h e s e q u e s t i o n s might b e "Jesd i f fi c u l t to appear and defend you.

Ruby
(caught in decisions again ,

Clayton, I'm here to tell the truth. I d o n ' t know how t h e
h e c k   t o   a n s w e r   i t . I appreciate you're in a tough spot.

Fowler

nell, o f c o u r s e , a s y o u can readi ly see, that is why wea d v i s o d you n o t to take t h i s .

Ruby

That's why I want it, because I know what's best for me.
F o w l e r

Well, I don't think you do, J a c k .

Can I o v e r r u l e y o u ,i f I overru le you?

Ruby

Clayton, where you won't be too angry

Fowler

Well, I have no---I'm not 8o ing to put a cob in your mouth, Jacke
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Specter

I would l i k e to ask Mr. Ruby i f he i s w i l l i n g t o answer the
q u e s t i o n a b o u t the c o n v e r s a t i o n s . . . i f y o u ' r e w i l l i n g t o answer

a t t h i s time, w h i c h i s : "Did you t e l l anybody that you in t ended
to shoot Oswald at any time before you did i t?
And I would fo l low t h a t u p , ."whom did you tell and when?"? you answer that question, with
With t h a t information, we can fornulate these questions for the
l i e d e t e c t o r t e s t .

Ruby
(looking at Fowler)

C l a y t o n , p l ease? I ' v e got to do this? I 've got to, because I
to ld the Warren Cormission.

F o w l e r

In other words, these questions have already been talked about?

Ruby
Jes; and will you asir him: to come'in? (motioning to Alexander

b e h i n d d o o r .

Specter
(get h i s spoech-remarkable)

We deliberately didn' t go into some areas, s u f fi c e i t to say,.
f o r c e r t a i n p u r p o s e s .

Reader - ( s h o u t s )

What would they be, the "areas" and the "purposes"?

Specter
But t h i s i s the question we're concerned with at the moment
and we would l ike an answer substantively, in addition to
t e s t i ng h i s t ru th fu lness .

F o w l e r

Again, I don't believe he understands t h e f u l l complicity o f
t h i s t h i n g . I f t h e r e a r e any ques t ions t h a t show premeditat ion
on h i s p a r t , I would respectrully ask tha t he decline to answer
and t h a t you decline t o a s k ' i t .
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Ruby

So, would you mind ca l l ing Alexander in?

F o w l e r

Listen, Jack, please listen to me? This man got up down there
and asked the jury to send you to the e l e c t r i c c h a i r .

Ruby

I know i t .

F o w l e r

He has n o t changed h i s o p i n i o n y e t , and he wil l againiask i t at
some l a t e r d a t e . NOW, i s t h i s the k ind o f man y o u want t o
pussyfoot around in here with, and l e t l i s t en to these questions?

(angry)
( t ry ing to pursuade Ruby)

Just "yes" or "no"--- i f i t is--we'll bring him back in.

Ruby

I want him in here, and I want you to ask him to come in, please.
F o w l e r

I w o n ' t ask him i n .

S p e c t e r

bring I will ass him to come in, Mr, Ruby. I'm willing tohim back, if that's your request.
F o w l e r

It will be detrimental to his appeal, perhaps to any clemency,
a n d f o r t h e a c t u a l t r i a l o f t h e c a s e .

S p e c t e r
( t a lk ing to Ruby)

Tir. Ruby, I want you to bear on that point, t h a t t h e s e m e n d o
not have to be h e r e for the purposes o f get t ing this information
for the Comnission, so we w i l l know a l l the facts , o r f o r t h e
p u r p o s e s of c o n d u c t i n g the t e s t . S o , i t ' s r e a l l y e x t r a n e o u s .
I t d o e s n ' t m a t t e r f o r t h e m t o b e i n h e r e f o r t h e t e s t s .
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F o w l e r

Jack, why do you want them back?
Ruby

Because I happen to know what I 'm t a lk ing about.
(don't forget , Aloxander is an old
fr iend o f Ruby's, and s t i l l could •
b e . Fowler and To n a h i l l a r e
s t r a n g e r s t o Ruby)
No matter how hard he y e l l e d for the
"death penalty, he may have known
i t would become a m i s t r i a l . i

T o n e h i l l

NONg Jack
Ruby

Joe , you ' re not my attorney any more. We know i t . We under-
stand one another, please. You're not helping me.

Fowler

Why do you want Mr. Alexander here?

Ruby

I don't want him to think I'm holding out on anything. I don't
want him to have a n y i dea tha t I 'm r e l u c t a n t to answer things
in f r o n t o f him, b e l i e v e me.

Reader

Where in the world would he ever ge t t h a t idea? He has been
r e l u c t a n t t o a n s w e r one s i m p l e q u e s t i o n f o r t w e n t y m i n u t e s .
(wha teve r t ime l e n g t h t h i s b i c k e r i n g t a k e s to r e a d )

F o w l e r

I r e q u e s t t h a t you do n o t d i s c l o s e t h e s e q u e s t i o n s i n the
p r e s e n c e o f & d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y .

Ruby
(now t h e t r u t h comes o u t )
Ruby and Alexander are playing
a g a m e o n u s .

But Clayton, they know a l l these ques t ions already•
Wade, s p o k e t o , and I told him a l l t h i s .
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F o w l e r

Well, i f he knows them already, then why n o t j u s t l e t him
stay ou t? Yo u ' r e n o t t r y i n g i m p r e s s h i m , are you? Do you
think t h a t h e can do any h i n g to he lp you r i g h t now?

Ruby
No. No; but the thing is that I have a few other thoughts in

' mind, as you well know about.

F o w l e r

What are they Jack?
Ruby

That I spoke to you about for your c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

Fowler

Jack, I 'm n o t w o r r i e d , I'm not concerned about anybody trying to
do away with me. T h i s is the l e a s t of my worr ies .

Ruby

I w a n t h a r m o n y, that's what I want. I want harmony with you and
the d i s t r i c t attorney' s o f fi c e .

Fowler

Well, we can't harmonize over your situation, I'm sorry.

Specter
(back t o work . . , t ime t o
break t h i s u s . i

The point we got to was the question of getting information
bofore going on with the t e s t .
"Did you tell anyone, that you intended to shoot Oswald?"

Ruby

You m e a n - - - b e f o r e ?

Bravo Ruby,
t h e i r t a i l s .

R e a d e r

(jumps-laughs again)

h e n e v e r g i v e s up. These t ige r s are rea l ly chasing
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Specter
(about to give up)

Well, I don't know i f we're going to get an answer to i t or not.

Fowler
Jack,
well,

t h e
8 °

question i s being directed to you at this time-
r i g h t ahead .

Ruby

Yes; Sunday morning•

And whom did you tel l?

• Specter

Ruby

George Sena to r. In my apartment.

Specter

S t a t e in p r e c i s e words as you can remember, j u s t what you s a i d
to him and he said t o you a t the time?

Ruby

well, he d i d n ' t say a n y t h i n g - - t h e funny par t - the was rending the
p a p e r . I was s o c a r r i e d awoy emotionally - - I d o n ' t n o w how
I s a i d i t - - - I d i d n ' t say i t in any vulgar manner.

Screen o r Reader (mocking)

Ruby, always the gentleman: "George, would y o u please excuse
me f o r a few moments while I go out and shoot Oswald? I s there
a n y t h i n g you need on t h e way b a c k ? "

Ruby
(always i n c o n t r o l o f h i m s e l f )

Now, would you mind a s k i n g me on t h a t p a r t i c u l a r p o i n t ? That
happened Sunday morn ing . T h a t ' s t h e o n l y t i m e a n y t h o u g h t e v e r
came t o my miha.

lif this was true, what was a l l the
f u s s a b o u t ? )
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Specter

l e t ' s p r e p a r e t h e q u e s t i o n t h i s way; "Aside froin anything
s a i d t o G e o r g e S e n a t o r , d i d you ever t e l l anyone you

i n t e n d e d t o s h o o t Oswala?"!

Ruby
" n o " R e a d e r

( t a lk ing se r ious to audience)
Is t h a t a good quest ion? Even i f ' h e conceivably was t o l d to shoot
O s w a l d , would he te l l anybody? Are murders d i s c u s s e d ? Or
a r e t h e y s i l o n t a g r e e m e n t s ?

(Alexander comes back in)

H e r n d o n

S t r i k e the o r i g i n a l q u e s t i o n
one you were thinking about?,that commences, "did you tell any-

I f i t i s a l r i g h t with you gent le -
I ' d l i k e to s t a r t r i g h t o v e r a g a i n on s e r i e s 3,

"Botween the a s sa s s ina t i ontell you they knew Oswald? "and the shooting, did anybody you know
t h e n

d i d you e v e r

Ruby

Why don't you add-- in-- le t ' s get the time element in there,
too, because t h a t was Sunday morning. :

S p e c t e r
Wo can add if you want to, "Aside from anything you said to
George Senator, on Sunday morning: did you ever t e l l anyone
else that you intended to shoot Oswald.

Ruby
0.K.

R e a d e r

See how t h a t a l l worked out . The t i m e e l e m e n t i s r e d u c e d and
remains on Sunday. Mr. Ruby is in complete c o n t r o l of h i s
mind.
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H e r n d o n

The o t h e r q u e s t i o n s i n t h i s s e r i e s wi l l be as fol lows:
"Is your l a s t name Ruby?
"Do you live in Dallas?"

"Are you married?"
"were you in m i l i t a r y se r i ce?"
"Did you receive any disciplinary act ion?"
"Did you shoot Oswald in order to silence him?"

Ruby
"no"

R e a d e r

Ho may have shot him for money-
• H e r n d o n

"Have you ever served time in j a i l "
Ruby

(laughs at that possibility)

"yes"
"Herndon

(100ks a t Ruby-his
b a t t l e took something out o f him)

Do you fee l a l l r i gh t , Mr. Ruby?
Ruby

"yes"• the 30 days in jai l embarrasses me, b e c a u s e i t was w i t h
reference t o so l l ing some song sheets back in the old depression
Days, and i t wasn't for anything, criminal.

Reader

Always the smallest, innocent l i t t l e things.

(Alexander and Tonahill leave.)

The t e s t w i l l now b e g i n .

Herndon

(reads them f a s t n o w, and answers f a s t ,
t h e y j u s t r u n t h e m o f f s o we s e e how
they fi n a l l y come out .

"Is your last name Ruby?"
"yes"

"Do you live in Dallas?"
"yes"

"Between the absassination, and the shooting, did anybody you
know te l l you they knew Oswala?"

"no"
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Herndon

"Are you married"
" n o "

"Aside from anything you said to Goorge Senator, on Sunday morning
did you eve r t e l l anyone e l s e t h a t you in t ended to shoot Oswald?"

"no"
"Were you in the military sorvice?"

"yes"
• "mile in tho service did you receive any disciplinary action?"
, "Did you shoot"no" swald in ofder to silence him?"

"Have you served t i m e in j a i l ? "
(no response)

The t e s t i s over.

Did you, while in the sorvice, ever have a fight?
Ruby

Sure. But i t ' s not important enough to answer. Evidently you're
getting a pretty good reading.

( To n a h i l l and Alexander come in)

H e r n d o n

The next s e r i e s w i l l bo r e l a t i v o l y s h o r t .
"Did you fi r s t decido to shoot Oswald on Friday night?"

Ruby: "no"
"Did you fi r s t decide to shoot Oswald on Saturday morning?"

Ruby: "no"
"Did you fi r s t decide to shoot Oswald Sunday morning?"

Ruby "yes""Have you answered all questions truthfully?"
Ruby "yos"

"Is your fi r s t nameJ a c k ? "
Ruby "yog"'

"Is your last namo Ruby?"
Ruby "yes"

(Alexander and To n a h i l l l e a v e )

Herndon
(to audienco)

Tho same ques t ions were asked and answered exact ly as they
wore dono the fi r s t t i m e . The test is over.

(Alexander and To n a h i l l r e t u r n )

Ruby
m o t i o n s t o T o n a h i l l t o

c o m e o v e r t o h i m

Joe?
To n a h i l l

Yos Jack
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(Conference botween Mr. Tonahi l l and Ruby
f o r 2 minutes, out of hoaring of the
r e p o r t e r and o tho r s i n tho room.)

Aloxandor'
Jack, you aro a good man.

Ruby
Who, Bill? '

(Bill comes over and explains. Conferenco
betwoon Mr. Alexandor and Ruby fo r 3
minutes o u t o f t he hearing of the
r e p o r t e r and o t h e r s in t h e r o o m

" ( 1 f o o l t h a t Ruby hold out , t h e y a r e p r o u d o fhim.. "they"meaning the Dallas o f fi c a l s , and
from now o n e , once Ruby decidod t o behave , i t
will be smooth sailing for all of them.)

Alexander
( wa lks away f rom Ruby, t u r n s a r o u n a , and comesback. A n o t h e r c o n f o r e n c o f o r 3 m i n u t e s o u t o f

the hoaring of the reporter and"othors in thoroom. )

H e r n d o n
We w i l l now go on t o the noxt s e r i e s . "Were you in the Dallas
Polico Dopartment jail basement at the timo Lioutenant Piorco'g
c a r d rove ou t o f the basement?

(looks a t Ruby. Soos ho i s about to
say something)

Now, I soo you are h o s t i t a t i n g on t h a t . I can rephraso i t i f
y o u s o l i k e l

Ruby

I walked toward the ramp. Lioutenant
P i e r c e ' s car was parkod already on the curb.

Spocter
D i d tho p r e s e n c o o f the au tomobi lo and the f a c t t h a t he was
talking to Lioutenant Pierco obscure tho vision of the officorwho was on duty g u a r d i n g t h a t e n t r a n c e o r e x i t ?

Rúby
Y e s ; and I walked down bocauso I didn't know they were guardingi t - ' - tha t there was anything going on there, you know?
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Reader

Do you r e a l l y b e l i e v e t h a t one? That "bo didn't know anything

a n d c a m e r a s e v e r y w h e r e ,

jail, peoplo milling around everywhere..guards at the doat He even took h i s

gun inside, and to ld Senator he was going to k i l l Oswald.

Herndon

'''Did you walk past the guard at the time Lioutenant Piorco's
car was parked on the ramp ex i t ? "

Ruby
"yes" Reader
Next question should have boon "aid you really think nothing

was going on at t h a t t ime a t t he jai l?" Of c o u r s e h e w a l k e d

"past" the guard. He could not go through him.
Herndon

Ruby

" n o "

Reador

That question was supposed to eliminate any t i p - o f f from the

p o l i c e department about the hour of Oswald's t r a n s f e r . . . . . . Even

Ruby i s going to teaso about th is l a t e r. I t s h o u l d h a v e been.

about Oswald y the phone t e l o Lynn, dad she mention anything

( L i t t l o Lynn was the l a s t person to ta lk to Ruby,

Ruby's night club girls datod polico officors, l ike Kathy Kay.
I am not saying i t happened t h i s way, but a message oan

re layed . To rulo out the possiblity..... of a desire to silenco
O s w a l d . . . . a l l q u e s t i o n s s h o u l d h a v e been a s k e d . /

Herndon'

"Did you previously l ive in Chicago
Ruby

"yes"
H e r n d o n

"Are your paronts al ive?"
Ruby

"no"
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Herndon
"Did you ovor make a falsé insuranco claim?"

Ruby
"no. "

Herndon

"Do you still oporato the Carousel Club?"
Ruby

"No."

H e r n d o n

You d o n ' t ?

No

Ruby
(Gives a funny g r in . Looks down a t his
j a i l o u t fi t . h e r e does Herndon t h i n k
He has been the l a s t seven months?!

Herndon
T h i s i s s e r i e s 4 .

(Tonahill and Alexander leave t h e room)
( t a l k s to a u d i e n c e )

The same q u e s t i o n s we j u s t went t h r o u g h were a s k e d f o r t h e t e s t
a n d a n s w e r e d i n t h e s a m e m a n n e r .

T h a t s e r i e s i s o v e r .

Ruby
Am I acting a l i t t l e nervous?

Herndon

A littlo, but I think you're, gotting a littlo bit tired.

Ruby

Aren' t you going to ask me whether I knew anything a s t o whether
or not he was going to come down, or anything like that?

T

H e r n d o n
(never thought of that one)

We will have to preparo some more questions.

( A l e x a n d e r and To n a h i l l come back
i n t h e room.)
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Ruby

O.K. What happons now?
Herndon

We are going to take a break and give you a l i t t l e r e s t .

(The room goes b l a c k . . t h e scroon l i g h t s
u p . . . . then l i g h t s go r i g h t back on
and play resumes.)

S c r o o n

"Hay the record show that i t i s 6 : 2 5 p . m . a n d t h a t we h a v e
a d j o u r n e d f o r a p e r i o d of l h o u r and 40 m i n u t e s . "

S p e c t e r

Mr. Ruby has j u s t asked me a b o u t t h e p r e s e n c e o f r e p o r t e r s
d o w n s t a i r s . Would you repeat what you just asked mo, Mr. Ruby?

Ruby

Are you going to mako any announcement to them?
Spector

My v i o w i s t h a t wo s h o u l d .I've discussed this with Mr. Fowler and large number down thero.Tonahi11,
our j o i n t view there should be an annoucement t h a t you have
requested a polygraph examination under the auspices of the
P r e s i d e n t ' s Commission.

Ruby
(looking a t Tonahill)
knowing h e i s the o n e who
always t e l l s them he i s
"insane".

Lot! maice it olderstar ding Tonaht don't reprosent mo. 500JOO,

T o n a h i 1 1 …

Clayton is going to make whatever announcement is made for you,
Jack.

Ruby
( i n s i s t e n t )

Joo, " l e t ' s havo that understanding, willyou please, J o o ?
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Ruby

No think on o n to hinge must t was e redet
in answering any of the questions that were put to me?

R e a d e r

( roar ing with l aughte r )

Like "Did you tell anybody you were going to shoot Oswald?"
J a c k w r i t e s good press reviews for himself, and you c a l l tha t
i n s a n e ?

( g o e s o f f again)
C o u l d e v e n s i t o n
a p i l l o w i n t h e c o r n e r -
or lean h is b a c k on w à l l )
Always eavesdropping.

Specter

I think that would be a fair comment to make, If you want that
s t a t e m e n t m a d e .

Ruby

I wanted to be more spec ific , t h a t I WANTED TO BE ASKED. I
wanted to bring out that I wanted to be asked any and a l l questions,
regardless of what might be subversive or whatever thoughts might
be in your mind.

(who 1s ho kidding?)
(adresses remarks t o Alexander)

B a r e s t h e m t o a s k .

B i l l , I think you c a n g i v e these people c o r t a i n questions and
MORE POTENT ONES THAN THEY KNOW, b e c a u s e y o u p r o b a b l y k n o w a
l o t o f t h i n g s t h a t you have i n your own mind t h a t y o u ' d l i k e to
h a v e a n s w e r e d t o o .

A l e x a n d e r

Jack, I can't really think of anything that I 'd like to ask.

Ruby
Well, I no t i co the p i c t u r e s b rought out the f a c t t h a t there are
two s e t s of p r i v a t e boxes, c lose toge the r in the post o f fi c o .
Which is q u i t e an i n s i n u a t i o n .
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Ruby

And also they had a statement in there t h a t I used the box for
p u r p o s e s o f m a i l o r d e r s and t o do b u s i n e s s w i t h Mexico a n d . Cuba.
Now, these are things that you gentlemen d o n ' t want t o a s k mo,
but Mr. Alexander would know what to t e l l you about tha t .

(seriagdor this time)
Do you notice Ruby is not tell ing them to ask him about the
John Birch Society, or General walker, or Mr. Duff, o r Mr.
Ramos, o r A n i t - C a s t r o C u b a n s ? He wants easy questions which
have already been cleared. Nothing about Tippit, the oilman,
or Bernard Weissman.

S p e c t e r

Mr. Ruby, we have CONFERRED WITH ALL PARTIES HERE ON THE SUBJECT
• THE QUESTIONS TO BE ASKED. N a t u r a l 1 y ，w e had l i m i t a t i o n s

i n t i m e . We h a v o c o n f e r r e d w i t h M r . F o w l e r Mr. Wade, and Mr.
• A l e x a n d e r h e r e . The interest., of the Commission is paramount . . . .

S c r e e n
( d u p l i c a t e s t h a t l i n e )

" INTEREST.: OF THE COMMISSION IS PARAMOUNT"

Specter (cont inues)

and we are doing our very best not to i n t e r f e r e with the State
criminal proceedings. .

J e s t e r
(lights up while he keeps talking)

Mr. Alexander said at the beginning that "nothing Jack Ruby said
c o u l d b e u s e d a g a i n s t i n t h e s t a t e o f Te x a s .

S p e c t e r ( c o n t i n u e s )

We want to accomplish the purpose o f t h e Commission. Those
i n t e r e s t s o v e r l a p t o some e x t e n t because whenever we a s k a
C o m m i s s i o n q u e s t i o n , i t h a s c o l l a t e r a l b e a r i n g s on a g r e a t
many t h i n g s . . . . . . • b u t t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t w e c a n , w e h a v e

c o n f e r r e d w i t h the d é f e n s e c o u n s e l and t h e d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y ' s
o f fi c e i n a r r i v i n g a t the q u e s t i o n s which have been asked , and,
I t h i n k w e w i l l cover before th i s examination i s concluded the
impor tan t a r e a s .
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R e a d e r

Why d o e s n ' t he come o u t a n d s a y, "we wil l ask what we want to
ask, a n d w h a t y o u r a t t o r n e y s and the d i s t r i c t a t t o rneys want
us t o ask, and d o n ' t you add your two c e n t s . . .

Ruby
(can't keep him down)

b o u n c e s b a c k l i k e &
r u b b e r b a l l )

Mr. Alexander knows c e r t a i n ques t i ons tha t he has i n mind tha t
haven't come out and I think I know what he 's thinking about.

Specter
Mr. Alexander has talked to me about some questions I'm sure ho
would p r e f e r on the r eco rd and we have taken them i n t o a c c o u n t .

( A f t e r a l l t h a t f u s s about t h e D i s t r i c t
Attorney's o f fi c e n o t knowing the questions,
o r a s k i n g t h e m , i t comes o u t v e r y c l e a r l y
t h a t Mr. Wade knew very well w h a t they d i d
and d i d n o t w a n t t o a s k . And t h i s shows

r e l a t i o n s h i p wi th
the d i s t r i c t a t to rney ' s o f fi c e in Dallas.
What was t o be a matter"between the Commission
and Jack Ruby"never was -a f a c t . . . .

J 'accuso.. . them ...of all working together
f o r the i n t e r e s t s o f e a c h o t h e r . . n o t i n t e n d i n g
t o fi n d "truth" • )

Herndon

Do you want me to proceed with the usual pre l iminat i res?
Ruby

You don't have t o proceed with t h a t . Why don't you g u s t c a l l
them to me and I ' l l answer them. Believe me--you don't have
t u g o through that fo rmal i ty, i f you want to save your se l f a

l o t o f t i m e .

Jack,
t a p e .

A l e x a n d e r

he has to have a written question that ' s keyed to this

Ruby
Ye s .
expla ining to me because I ' l l anser anything you want
h o o k .
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Herndon
(printing to Alexander' and Tonahill) •

I ' hen , t h e s e g e n t l e m e n a c t u a l l y w i l l n o t be a w a r e o f t h e q u e s t i o n s ,

i s t h a t al l right with you? I m e a n - - p r i o r t o t h e t ime they
l e a v e ? I t would be so i m p o r t a n t when the q u e s t i o n s would be
a s k e d .

A l e x a n d e r

Not to me, Jack.
H e r n d o n

One of the reasons I was going over all the questions before
conduct ing the examinat ion was in o r d e r f o r these gentlemen
t h a t a r e i n a t t endance t o be aware of what q u e s t i o n s are going
t o b e a s k e d . NOW, i f we d i s p e n s e wi th t h a t b e f o r e we go
ovor the q u e s t i o n s - - - i f t hey leave the room, they do not
know the questions I am going to ask.

(They d i d n ' t belong there in the.
fi r s t p l a c e . )

Alexander

I don't think Jack has any objection to us staying here at this
t i m e , do you Jack?

( n o t i c e h e d o e s n ' t v o l u n t e e r t o
l e a v e - a n d r e a d t h e q u e s t i o n s
l a t e r )

Ruby

No; I certainly don't
Fowler

( P r e t t y stupid by now.Can't see
t h a t Alexander and Ruby under-
s t a n d e a c h o t h e r . )

Well, of course ,I s t i l l have the same objection. Jack, we're
not trying to hide anything---don't misunderstand me.

Ruby

J u s t a m inu t e - - - l e t me t e l l you something• I w a n t t o s t r a i g t e n
up some t h i n g s . WEETHER HE LEAVES THE ROOM OR NOT, MR ALEXANDER
IS GOING TO KNOW EVERYTHING THAT WENT ON HERE, so p l e a s e concede
t o i t .
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S p e c t e r

Well , l e t us p roceed as we have before, with Mr. Herndon
a n n o u n c i n g t h e q u e s t i o n s i n advance but going through a min-
imum of p re l iminar ies .

Ruby

Go a h e a d

Herndon

"Did you see the armored truck before you went to the basement?"
Ruby

"no"
Herndon

"Did you enter the police department through a door at the rear
on the east side of the jail?"

Ruby

"No"
S c r e e n

Why did Gr i ffin want Dean t o go back and change his-testimony
on t h i s when wha t Dean s a i d . h a d been co r r ec t . ?

H e r n u o n

"After talking to Little Lynn, did
that Oswald was about to be moved? "you hear any announcement

Ruby
"No."

R e a d e r

"When you t a l k e d We t a l k e d

of t h a t b e f o r e . . . • . . . .wnen t h i s i s a l l o v e r, Ruby w i l l ask
hem h i m s e l f why they d i d n o t a s k h i m t h i s .

H e r n d o n

"Before you lef t your apartment Sunday morning, d i d anyone t e l l

you the armored car was in the way to the police department?"

Ruby

"no"
R e a d e r •

That q u e s t i o n i s meaningless . The presence of the armored car
i s o f n o v a l u e . The d e a t h o f Oswald was a f a c t .

H e r n d o n

Those are your main questions, and I will ask you,
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"Do you have any brothers ?"
Herndon ( c o n t i n u e d )

Ruby
"Yes."

H e r n d o n
"Do you have any s i s t e r s ? "

Ruby
"Yes"

Herndon
"Have you answered all questions truthfully?"

Ruby
"yes"

"Herndon
"Did you ever h i t anyone with any kind of a weapon?"

Ruby
(Suave again)

N e l l - - i n my b u s i n e s s - - - - i t ' s a v e r y e x c i t i n g b u s i n e s s . One
n i g h t a man p u l l e d a k n i f e on me and I t o o k a p i s t o l and h i t

h i m on t h e h e a d . Sometimes you g e t f e l l o w s with r e a l bad rough
r e p u t a t i o n s . They're real toughs. At tha t p a r t i c u l a r moment,
i t ' s my l i f e or t h e i r s , and some o f t h e s e men a r e p r o t t y p o w e r -
ful p h y s i c a l l y . I fought in every way possible, wi th my
fi s t s and e v e r y t h i n g e l s e . I t h a p p e n e d a few t i m e s where I
would pummel a few o f t h e s e men.

Herndon

All right, we can go along here Mr. Ruby.
Ruby

Have I been evading any of your questions?
Herndon

You have been most c o o p e r a t i v e - - - n o p r o b l e m s .

Ruby
But you c a n ' t tel l how I stand, can you?

( a d r e s s e s t o A l e x a n d e r )
B i l l , w i l l I s t i l l be around when the answers come back?

A l e x a n d e r
Yes.

Ruby
( t e a s i n g him)

Raise your right hand and give him your word.
(Nodding to Jailer Homan)
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A l e x a n d e r
(Alexander raises his hand)
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Tha t ' s r i g h t .
Ruby

(Adressing Holman)

Chief, you heard him, did you not Chief?. You and I should
l i v e so long.

T o n a h i l l .
L e t ' s go B i l l

(Fonahil l and Alexander leave)

Herndon
This w i l l be se r ies 5. Now Mr. Ruby, l00k straight ahead.
That's fine.

The q u e s t i o n s and answers i n t h i s se r ies were i d e n t i c a l to the
run-off, just as before.
All right, that test is over.

(Tonahill and Alexander r e tu rn )

Ruby
(pointing to Herndon's sheet of
questions.)

You're not going to ask me any more questions? Do you want
to go through t h a t s t u f f . t h e r e ? . . Can we t a l k a b o u t
c e r t a i n t h i n g s ?

(talking to Alexender)

Is there anything on your mind, Bill, off the record?

A l e x a n d e r

I think with t h a t Cuban thing c leared up

Reader
(showing shock)
What Cuban thing? I didn't hear that in

Ruby

Was i t c l ea red up?
t h e t e s t .

How about the underwora?
A l e x a n d e r

Well, he's going to ask you that, i f he hasn't already.
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Ruby

There were a l o t of phone c a l l s .T h e r e should be a s p e c i fi c way
to ask me t h e p u r p o s e o f a l l t h o s e c a l l s .

A l e x a n d e r

Did any te lephone c a l l s have any connec t ion with the shoot ing
o f O s w a l d ?

Ruby
Yes , but stiil, when you have so many calls, you want t o know
why you c a l l e d people . And the o ther quest ion you asked about
Oswald----you know.
How about my trip to Havana? I ever had any business deal-
ings ? B i l l , You know a lot of questions to asle so, I '
sure you know, that I'd like to get cleared up.
What was I doing at the Now Building?'

C o u r t R e p o r t e r
I want to be sure † heard Mr. Ruby's answer to Mr. Alexander's
question a l i t t l e whi le ago? I d i d n ' t q u i t e h e a r your answer
to "Did any of these ca l l s have any connection with the shooting
o f Oswald?"

Ruby
(laughing-surprised)

Oh, y o u ' r e taking down what I'm saying? I didn't know you were
taking t h a t down. Are you p u t t i n g down the quest ions I l ve
been asking myself?

F e s ;

R e p o r t e r

we're taking everything down. "verything you've been saying.
Ruby

The most important question---you haven't asked me yot--why did
I s h o o t Oswala?

A l e x a n d e r

Jack, they can't ask that kind of question for this machine.

Ruby

Why s h o u l d n ' t I b e asked a question-why-what motivated me to do i t?
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Fowler
Jack, l e t me i n t e r j e c t r i g h t now,I a d v i s e you n o t t o a n s w e r t h i s q u e s t i o n .

again , as your a t t o r n e y - -

Ruby
I ' v e g o t to ,

b e l i e v e m e ,Clayton, I'm sorry, I've got to answer it°I felt: 30 carriai t means a n a w f u l l o t t o me.
away I f e l t somehow in my l i t t l e b i t o f a way I could saveM r s . Kennedy the ordeal of coming back for t r i a l here.

R e a d e r

What objection has Mr. Fowler to this question?
Specter

All r ight , fi n e , Mr. Ruby. NOW, will you proceed, Mr.Herndon,with our next ser ies , please?
H e r n d o n

"Did you got a Wall Street Journal a t Southwester Drug Storeduring the weok before the Assassination?"
Ruby

"No"

Herndon

"Was the Wall Street Jourpal addressed to a Mr. Bradshaw?
Ruby

I don't know. I haven't read a Wall Street Journal in the long-
e s t t i m e - - i n J e a r s .

Specter
Was a Wall Street Journal adressed to My. J.E.Bradshaw, dated
November 16,1963, in your car at any time?

Ruby
No, s i r .

Specter

Have you ever heard of any such Wall Street Journal: Inving been
found in your car?

Ruby
Nọ
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Ruby

Did they fi n d one somewhere i n my c a r ?

Specter

Proceed, please, Mr. Herndon

R e a d e r
(comes c e n t e r s t a g e - m e n on s t a g e
s tand s t i l l l i k e s t a t u e s or game
o f f r e e z e f o r o n e moment )

Time o u t - - - t i m e out . (comes forward) We s top now for a moment
to t a l k abou t a s e r i o u s m a t t e r . Mr. Ruby was asked four questions
about a Wall S t r e e t o u r n a l , and a Mr. Bradshaw. Ho s e e m e d

to know n o t h i n g about t h i s in any way. The Commission thought
i t important enough to include in t h e i r questions. . . . . . y e t - - - -

Mr. Ruby is never told the reason for this question, t h o

significance of that issue, o r who Mr. Bradshaw i s .
The Warren Cormission never called a fir. J.E. Bradshaw

a s a w i t n e s s t o t h e i r H e a r i n g s ® F o r s o m e r e a s o n , h e was import-
a n t enough f o r t h e s e m e n t o come t h i s l o n g d i s t a n c e and i n c l u d o
i n t h o t e s t . Would somebody from Washington please clue us in
as to exactly just what is the meaning o f a l l this?

(swings arms out to men)
Continuo. p l ea se .

(they. resume t e s t )

Specter
We w i l l r e p h r a s e t h a t q u e s t i o n . "Do you have any knowledge o f
a Wa l l S t r e e t J o u r n a l a d d r e s s e d t o Mr. J . E . Bradshaw b e i n g found
in your car?"

Ruby

"no"
H e r n d o n

"Did you or any of your f r iends t o your knowledge telephone the
s h e r i f f ' s o f fi c e between 2 o r 3 a.m. Sunday morning.

Ruby
"No"

H e r n d o n

"Did you proviously live in San Francisco?"
Ruby

"yos"
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H e r n d o n

"Did you ever overcharge a'customer?"

Ruby
"No"

Herndon
"Is your name Jack Ruby?"

"Yes"
Ruby

Herndon
"Aro you, tired?

Ruby
"No"

Herndon
"To y o u r knowledge , d i d a n y o f y o u r f r i e n d s o r d i d you t e l e p h o n e
c h e F B I i n D a l l a s b e t w e e n 2 o r 3 a . m . S u n d a y m o r n i n g !

"No"
Ruby

( Alexander and Tonah i l l l e a v e t h e room)
H e r d o n

The questions given for the Polygraph machine and the answers
by Mr. Ruby were iden t i ca l to the r u n - o f f . That s e r i e s i s o v e r .

Ruby
(Asks the same q u e s t i o n a f t e r e v e r y
s e r i e s )

Are they THAT IMPORTANT - - - - THOSE QUESTIONS? I know more imp-ortant ones than t h a t . Of course----I'm kidding.
( g i v e s a c h u c k l e )

As a m a t t e r o f f a c t ,S t r o e t o u r n a l , is
the question you asked me about the Wall

so foreign to me-

Herndon

I n o t h e r w o r d s ,Journal question? You are completely unaware of the Wall Street
Ruby

I d o n ' t know how i t e v e r came t o b e t h e r e .
( To n a h i l l and Alexander r e t u r n t o t h e room)
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Herndon

I ' l l just read these right down the line. I f you have any
question, t h e n i n t e r r u p t m e .

"Do you intend to answer the questions truthfully?"
Ruby

"Yes"

H e r n d o n
"Did you go t o t h e Dallas po l ice s t a t i o n a t any time on Friday,

November 22, 1963, before you want to the synagogue?"

Ruby.
"No"

"Do you attend the synagogue regularly?"

Herndon

Ruby
How can I answer t h a t ?

Herndon
"Did you go to the synagogue that Friday night?"

Ruby
"Yes"'

Herndon
"Do you pray?"

Ruby
Not now, because i t ' s h o p e l e s s .
i t back- - - I do p r ay. "Yes"

I d id . Pardon me---I take

Herndon
"Did you see Oswald in the jail on Friday night?"

Ruby
"Yes"

H e r n d o n

"Were you at one time employed by a union?"
Ruby

"Yes"
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Herndon

"Did you have a gun w i t h you when you went to the Friday mid- night
p r e s s conference a t the j a i l ? "

Ruby

You mean a t the police station? No. Because I r e c a l l when Is fi r s t said I did, a n d t h e n changed i t l a t e r.
"No"

Herndon

"Have you told the Warren Commission the entire truth?"

Ruby
Yes ; and I may have l e f t o u t c e r t a i n things because I was a
l i t t l e - - - I w a s n ' t a s calm as I am now.

S p e c t e r

We can r eph ra se i t and say, "Is everything you told the Warren
Commission the t r u t h ? "

Ruby
" Yo s "

R e a d e r

(mumbling from s i d e )

W a s n ' t t h a t n e a t ?

(What he told them was true He jus t didn'tt e l l the e n t i r e truth----would you?,

(Alexander and Tonahill leave the room)

Ruby
(Asking Fowler)
Remember, they a r e g e t t i n g to the
end and n o t h i n g h a s been s a i d .

I wonder why Mr. Tonahill i s here. He's not my at torney. Clayton,
i s Joe To n a h i l l r e p r e s e n t i n g me?

Fowler

Well, ack, in some capacity. I think he is still involvea.
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Ruby
We l l - - - y e s and no.

Fowler
Please don't worry about it at this time. He is here.

(What kind o f an answer is t h a t ?
His, b e i n g here , a t t h i s time,is
what worr ies Jack Ruby.)

Ruby
(Adressing Holman)

Arc you coming t o work tomorrow? I d o n ' t n o w where y o u ' l l fi n d
m e . How about you, chief?

Holman

Yes
H e r n d o n

That s e r i e s i s now o v e r . Again ,
i d e n t i c a l . ( to Ruby)

t h e q u e s t i o n s and a n s w e r s were

At the beginning of t h a t s e r i e s , Mr. Ruby, you d i sp layed a
l i t t l e n e r v o u s n e s s and a l i t t l o t e n s i o n . Perhaps i t was the
question of the synagogue.

Ruby

Because you're ashamed to admit you haven't been going regular.
I f you come ou t wi th a b l u n t " n o - - i t makes you an a t h e i s t , and
I d o n ' t want to answer i t that way, b u t I do go to the high
h o l i d a y s . Going regular and going to the high holidays are two
d i f f e r e n t ways o f g o i n g .

Herndon
Did the question disturb you in regard to being in the Dallas
j a i l ?

Ruby
Yos. Mr. John Rutlodge said I was down there e a r l i e r, when I
w a s n ' t . I t ' s l i k e t h e Wal l S t r e e t J o u r n a l q u e s t i o n - - w h e n you
ask me I g e t n e r v o u s . T h e r e m u s t b e s o m e r e s o n t h a t i t w a s f o u n d

i n my c a r , when I k n o w I n e v e r d i d s e e t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p a p e r •

It looked like I was trying t o find out who this Oswald was,
and i f I went down there more than once.

H e r n d o n

We a r e now on s e r i e s 8.

(Alexander and Tonahill have returned)
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H e r n d o n
We s h a l l c o n t i n u e .

" I s your l a s t name Jack Ruby?"
Ruby

"Yes"
H e r n d o n

"Have you ever knowingly attended any meetings of the 'ormunist
Party ent? other group that advocates violent overthrow of tho

Ruby
"No"

R e a d e r

It i s doubtful i f t h e r e i s a group which, in the United States,
a d v o c a t e s t h e v i o l e n t o v e r t h r o w o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t . T h e r e a r e ,
h o w e v e r , well organized groups which suggest

" t o r e s t o r e
t h e United S t a t e s Government" Some of these people already
would have you b e l i e v e t h i s i s a, Communist Government which
must be changed, a n d when the time c o o s , they will make
t h e n e c e s s a r y c h a n g e s .

This polygraph t e s t has completely avoided quest ions about such
p e r s o n s , or the source of their support for unlimited arms
s t o c k p i l e s . . . . .

Herndon

"Did you legally change your last name?"

Ruby

"Yes"

R e a d e r

If i t was logally changed, long ago, why do t h e p e o p l e i n Dal las ,
i n J o h n Birch l i t e r a tu r e , or a t h i s t r i a l , con t inuous ly r e f e r
to" Jacob R u b e n s t e i n ? "

H e r n d o n

"Is any member of your immediate family or any close friend, a
member of the Communist Party?"

Ruby
"No"
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Herndon
"Did any close friend or any member of your immediate family
ever a t t e n d a m e e t i n g o f t h e Communist Party?"

"No"
Ruby

(Alexander and Tonahill exit)
H e r n d o n

The ques t ions were administered, the answers were i d e n t i c a l , that
s e r i e s i s o v e r .

S p e c t e r

May the record show we have taken a 20 minute recess and have now
reconvened f o r the l a s t s e s s i o n .

Ruby
(talking to Ionahill)

I know you are for me, Joe, I know.

Herndon

I'm going to ask a s e r i e s 9 and se r i e s 9a.

"Did you ever meet Oswald at your post office box?"

Ruby
"NO"

'Screen
He already said he did not know Oswald, and that what he said
was the truth, so t h i s ques t ion i s meaningless.

Herndon
"Did y o uor Cuban ase your post ofice mailbox to do business with Mexico

Ruby
"No"
Somebody s a i d tha t they s a w T i p p i t ,rippit, mysolf, and oswald at the clubet h i s Mr. Lane s t a t e d h e saw

S p e c t e r ,
"Did you ever meet with Officer TippitWe w i l l ask th i s quest ion,

and Oswald a t y o u r c lub? '
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H e r n d o n

Do you want that "Oswald and" (meaning Oswald and Tippit) or
"or" (meaning Oswald in'your club, or Tippit in your club?)

S p e c t e r
Use "And".

Reade r (and s c r e e n used)

S t o p o n e more moment
(men o n s t a g e f r e e z e as bofore-

no mot ion)
Mr. Mark Lane said"someone, saw B e r n a r d

Tippit in the club, along with a rich oilman, „Weissman, and

He did not say it was Oswald and Tippit..
I t i s i n w o r d s s u c h a s t h e s e , t h a t we m u s t s e r i o u s l y p a u s e .
jir. Specter, represen t ing t h e Warren Commission o n t h i s serious
o c c a s i o n , was present with Chief Ju s t i c e Warren WHEN Mr. Ruby
AVOIDED THE ANSWER as to whether Weissnan, Tippi t , and an oilman
w e r e in h i s c l u b .

He has a choice now, clear cut, to decide the question.
They could ask Jack Ruby, "Was Oswald ever in your nightclub?"

o r

they could ask Jack Ruby, "Was Officer Tippit in your nightelub?"
lir. Specter chose to combine Tippi t and Oswald togother, thus
voiding any conc lus ion on t h i s s u b j e c t .

Go back b o y s - - - ( m o t i o n s , t h e y move a g a i n ,
h e - s i t s down i n s t o o l o r fl o o r )

The q u e s t i o n remained "Did you ever meet with
Oswald and Tippit at your club?" - - - - a n d t h e a n s w e r w a s "no".

H e r n d o n

"Did you do business with Castro Cuba?"
Ruby

"No"
R e a d e r

I just hate to become such a nuisance. But we must ta lk together,
as friends, about these things. Volumes XIV and XXIII contain
much evidence o f Ruby's relationships with ANTI-CASTRO CUBANS.
Why d i d n ' t we get o n e quest ion about them. Remember the Commission
l e t t e r a b o u t t h i s e v i d e n c e ?
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H e r n d o n

"Was your t r ip to Cuba solely for pleasure?"

Ruby
"Yes."

S c r e e n

Remember that 1959 vacation cruise?

H e r n d o n

"Did you keep $2,300 cash on you because you didn' t have a chance
to get tot he bank?"

Ruby
Let me go o f f t h e record. This i s going to b e ad libbing, Miss,
so can you h o l d i t o f f o r do you h a v e t o p u t i t down?

( ta lk ing to Miss Oliver)

S p e c t e r
All right, off the record at this point.

S c r e e n

While they are whispering, Fowler and Rubyl, Specter,
t h e s c r e e n has a few words .

Ruby mumbles ai, weak s tory about being pay-time on the week-end
f o r b o t h c l u b s . His s a f e i s supposed to be"now and no t yet cemented!
Carrying the cash was always h i s excuse f o r carrying a gun.
Ilis bank deposits were never much over $100.

S p e c t e r

Wo w i l l rephrase that to this---" Have you now told the truth
concerning why you carried $2,200 in cash on you?"

huby
" Ye s "

Herndon
"Did any foroign influence cause you to shoot Oswald?"

Ruby
"No"

R e a d e r

They s h o u l d h a v e a s k e d , "aid any influence in the United States
c a u s e you t o s h o o t O s w a l d ? "

( I w o u l d l i k e t o s a y "Teaas, but this is
下 i ⼗ ⼗ ：
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Herndon

"Did you shoot Oswald because of a labor union influence?"
Ruby

"No"

Herndon
"Did any long-dis tance telephone c a l l s which you made BEFOREthe assassination of the President have angthing to do witht h e a s s a s s i n a t i o n ? "

Ruby
"No"

Herndon
"Did you shoot Oswald in order to save lips. Kennedy the ordeal
o f a t r i a l ? "

"Yes"
Ruby

(He answers "yes"now. Watch what happends soon;

Herndon

"Did you know Officer Tippit?"

Ruby
(Here we go again ）

A m a z i n g . . ・
This is off the record for a,minute, p l e a s e ?

Spector

My. Ruby, I think it would be unwise for us to go off therecord on th i s quest ion.

Ruby
( s t i l l wi th t h e same story,
6 weeks l a t e r . T h i s i s the
man who wanted to " t e l l
everything and then die.",

Well, a l l r i g h t . There were three Officer Tippits in the
police department. I know one.

S p e c t e r
Was that Officer J.D. Tippit?

Ruby
H e ' s t h e o n e who was s l a i n ?
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チ

Yes. Officer J .D.Tippi t

No; "I don't think he was the one?
Spocter

Did you know Officor Tippi t who was slain?
Ruby

No; I don't Inow him:there are three Tipp i t s .
Yo u s e e , I know so many o f fi c e r s and

I d o n ' t know t h i s T i p p i t .
Herndon

"Did you know the Officer Ippit that was killed?"
Ruby

"No"

Specter
To s t a t o i t d i f f e r e n t l y ,
you knew O f fi c e r J .D. T i p p i t

you a r e a b l e t o a n s w e r w h e t h e r o r n o t

Ruby

Well, I can't answer "yes" or "no" and jay whether or not.
A l e x a n d o r

Lot's put i t this way--"Did you know the Tippit that was killod?"
Well, I gave the answer fuby "no".

J e s t e r

How does that c lar i fy, Mr. District Attorney? This Ruby 1s
a m a z i n g .

Herndon
"Did you t e l l the t r u t h about r e l a y i n g t h e message t o Ray Bran t l ey

to g e t McWillie a few guns?"
Ruby

"Yog"
・   H e r n d o n

"Did you go to t h e assembly room, on. Friday night to get the
telephone number of KLIF?"

Ruby
"Yes"

(Reader has a funny look on his face)
Poor excuse for not using a phone
d i r e c t o r y . ›
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Herndon

"Did you over meet with Oswald and Officer Iippit at your
a p a r t m e n t ? "

Ruby
"No"

H e r n d o n
"Did any o f your long-distance telephone cal ls concem the shoot-
ing of Oswald?"

Ruby
"No"

Reader
You might have also asked if"any of the long distance
calls were made because Oswald was going t o be shot?" phoneMr.
l u b y c a l l e d C h i c a g o a n d t o l d h i s f a m i l y h e w a s g o i n g t o m o v

o u t of Dal las , back to Chicago. i e a l s o c a l l e d h i s f r i o n d M r .
Gruber, and told him he was sending, him his dog.
One of the last jobs br. Crafard did for Mr. Ruby boforo ho "flod"
Dallas---was to have the dog shipped to Los Angeles.

(Alexander and l o n a h i l l leave tho room)

• H e r n d o n

Hir. Ruby, these are the questions and we will proceed.

Ruby

Don't worry about me. I'm in good shape. The point i9--I wantt o g e t a s m u c h i n a s w e c a n . d o n ' t want you to miss anything,
because t h e r e ' s a l o t o f p e r t i n e n t s t u f f .

You know by now that lir. Ruby i s a terr ible
l i a r . W h e n e v e r h e a v o i d e d

I am positive he knows the tests. are, almost
o v e r . When completed, he wil l tease about
unasked quest ions)

H e r n d o n
This w i l l be s e r i e s 9
The q u e s t i o n s a n d a n s w e r s r e m a i n e d t h e s a m e .

Tha t c o m p l e t e s the s e r i e s . We j u s t h a v e a few more q u e s t i o n s .

(Tonahill and Alexander return)
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Ruby
T h a t ' s wonderfu l ,
you've l e f t - o u t . except there are a few things that I think

Herndon
H e r e a r e t h e n e x t q u e s t i o n s .

" Is your name Jack Ruby?"
Ruby

"Yes"

Herndon
"Were you at the Parkland Hospital at any time on Friday?"

Ruby
"No"

H e r n d o n

"Did you say anything at the tilp you shot Oswald?"
Ruby"Yes"

Herndon
"Have any membersof what you did?"of your family been physically harmed because

Ruby
Not up to this pointino"

Herndon
" Do you think members of your family are now in danger becauseof what you did?"

Ruby
"Yes"

Herndon
"Is Mr. Fowler in danger because he is defending you?"

Ruby
" Ye s "

H e r n d o n

"Did Blackie Hanson speal to you just before you shot Oswald?"
Ruby

"No"
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Herndon

"Did you say anything when you shot Oswald other than what you
t e s t i fi e d about?"

Ruby
"No"

(Mr. Tonahill and Alexander loave the room)
H e r n d o n

I no t ice during the time--all the time I ask you questions, Mr.
Ruby, t h a t you c l o s e y o u r e y e s . I f t h a t ' s a way t h a t y o u c a n
concentrate t ha t ' s perfectly a l l r ight .

Ruby
That 's w h y - - - i f I were gu i l ty of something or i f I wore trying
to ovade something, certainly closing your eyes would be l e s s
advantageous f o r you to cover up something. Do you follow me?
In o ther words, closing your eyes means that I do want t o t e l l
the t ruth.

(Isn't Jack Ruby marvelous?) .

(Roador smiles, shakes his hoad at this explanation)
I n o t h e r w o r d s , i f I was trying to cover up anything, I w o u l d n ' t

try to get more of a vision, of what you're trying to refor to me...
I'm trying to be more emphhatic with the truth when I close my
e y e s - - - - m o r e than the t r u t h :

Herndon
The quest ions and answers were the same, withThe t e s t i s g i v e n .

a few d i f f e r e n c e s .
(Alexander and Tonah i l l en te r )

Mr. Ruby, you f a i l e d to r e s p o n d o r answer one o r two o f the
q u e s t i o n s . "Do you think members of your family are now in danger
because of what you did?"

Ruby
Well, t h e y ' r e always exposed t o i t . The same way w i t h Fowler.
I now when he's representing me, he's putting himself on the
spot. y

R e a d e r
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H e r n d o n

I asked t h e question about Mr. Fowler being in danger. You
remained s i l e n t . Would you at this time indicate to me way
you wanted to remain s i l e n t ?

Ruby

Well'I specifiod when Earlt h i s i s q u i t e a n o t o r i o u s t h i n g s , and don't forget i t ' s
v a r r e n   w a s   i n   d a n g e r . People have

a d i s l i k e f o r me, and Mr. Fowler i s trying to defend me, a n d

this won't make him too popular a person.

Specter

Ruby, d o you now have any o t h e r questions which you would
like t o ask on this polygraph examination?

Ruby

Ye s ; "At what time did I fi r s t think of wanting ---whon w. .
tho fi r s t t ime i t over entered my mind that I wanted to cormit
t h i s ac t?"

J e s t e r

Recognize that question?" They asked him that and ho spent
th i r ty minutes r e w r i t i n g i t . s o h e t h r o w s

the questions at them bofore the grand, patriotic, finalo.

We asked you that?

You d i d ?
t o t h a t

S p e c t e r

Ruby

(pretending surprise)
- i n o t h e r w o r d s - -

S c r e e n

because i f anything prior

"THE TIME ELEMENT"

S p e c t e r
We a s k e d y o u v e r y c a r e f u l l y a n u m b e r o f w a y s a n d o n e w a y w a s

Mr. Herndon a s k e d
and you sa id
We've covered tha t very thoroughly.
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Ruby

Have I roceived" any monies-- -_- we don't need that , do we, f o r

subversive purposes or anything?

Specter

I think we've coverod t h a t whole area very c a r e f u l l y.

R e a d e r

Do you think he dia?

Ruby

Now,
morning?What about my being present in the News Building that

Here---the assassination took placo across the
s t r e e t f r o m t h e r e .

S p e c t e r

Nir. Ruby, I th ink we have covered t h a t and t h a t i s n ' t nearly
the c e n t r a l i s s u e as t h e o t h e r s p e c i fi c q u e s t i o n s we have asked

y o u .
S c r e e n

WHICH ONES?
Ruby

Y e s , but i f I was in a conspiracy, wouldn't i t s t a r t o f f
with t h a t point? y e s . . . . p a u s e s They d i d n ' t a sk mo
a n o t h e r q u o s t i o n ; " I f I loved tho P r e s i d e n t so much, why
w a s n ' t I a t t h o p a r a d e ?

S p e c t e r

We considered those questions and we have rejected them as
boing not important.

Ruby
( ac t ing surprised)

You h a v e ? I s e e .perhaps I didn't vote for Presidont Kennedy,a n e s   a o h e   r e t r a   f   o n d   a n t r a s e   t h t t
t h a t I should b u i l d up such a g r e a t a f f e c t i o n f o r him?

Everything points against me.....How can I answer and s t i l l
show my sincerity?

S p e c t e r

We can ask you one q u e s t i o n a t t h e end and t h a t wi l l be: "Have

you told the truth in everything you've said here today. That
one question will cover everything you said.
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Ruby
Everyone was very much surpr ised-- - -why I should b e so c a r r i e d
a w a y t o commit t h i s a c t , and yet knowing how I f e l t and Imowing
I'm telling the truthy did it?how can we bring tha t po in t out t h a t I
am n o t s i n c e r e i n w h y

Suddenly I ge t involved in a very se r ious crime and I was
v e r y p o p u l a r w i t h t h e p o l i c e d e p a r t m e n t a n d a l o t o f o t h e r
p e o p l e . The irony i s - - i t took a comple te r e v e r s e o f t h a t ,
bocause of various suspicions, nature, and so on.
laybe there is something we can bring out?

Alexander

l ' e l l u s w h a t y o u h a v e i n m i n d and w e ' l l f r a m e t h e q u e s t i o n .
e c a u s e t h a t ' s a n a r e a . . . . How would t h i s quest ion be?
"Aro you a police character?"

Ruby
(horrified at that bad joke)

NO

To n a h i l l

"Are you a 100 percent patriotic American Citizen?"
Aloxander

"Aro you a law abiding citizen?"

That ' s b e t t e r

Ruby
( s m i l i n g - p l e a s e d )

t h a t ' s the ques t ion

Alexander
(going one better)

Are you a 100 percent American p a t r i o t i c c i t i zen?

Ruby

Yes

T h a t c a n b e a s k e d

(That was easy t o answer-- even though he never
b o t h e r e d t o v o t e , - : - - - - - - - - , and was
i n t r oub l e with the law i n every possible way
s i n c e c h i l d h o o d )

Herndon

Ruby(more pleased)
Now J o e (looking at Tonahill) asked aT h a t ' s very good.

very good ques t i on .
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Specter :

What we're t r y i n g to do now i s t o cour a l l o f the important

substantive questions which I think we have.
J e s t e r

( F l a s h o s on a few reminders)

about Mr. Thorne Hill, - Mr. Duff,didn't hear about General Walker Leopoldo by knew him? whet
n e a r d m o n t i o n t h e i r n a m e s . Did Mr. Ruby ever meot with any of
c h o s e p e r s o n s a t a n y t i m e :

Ruby

Lot me put it this way; This tragic event happens and I get
car r iod away more. than anyone e l s e . Why?.....I immediately
replaced my newspaper a d s so that I would be closed for those

r e l a y e d a message from Ray Brant ley- - - look a t
I f you want to put a l l these

things I happen to b o down there , w h i c h
13 a m i l l i o n and one s h o t , t h a t I should happen to b e down

thoro at that particular second wehn thisman comes out---

a l l theso t h i n g s - - p l u s t h e p o s t o f fi c e box and o t h o r rumors
t h a t t h e y saw us t o g e t h e r a t t h e c l u b - - - - How c a n : we g i v e

me c l o a r a n c e t h a t my f e e l i n g of emtionalism w e r e s i n c e r e !

then t h i s l i i t l o g i r l t h a ti f there was
c o n s p i r a c y . Do you fol low me?

Specter

Wo have gone as f a r as we can on any of the substant ive questions.
I see you are trying to r eco l l ec t something e l se .

Ruby

Yes
Specter

I will ask Mr. Fowler i f there is any other question he would '
Like t o h a v e asked a t th i s time?

F o w l e r

S i r, I know of no other questions.
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N i r ・ To n a h i l l ,
t o h a v e a s k e d ?

S p e c t e r

do you have any o t h e r quest ions you would l i k e

T o n a h i l l
( ge t t i ng ready f o r h i s o r a t o r y,

No, I d o n ' t . I t h i n k i t h a s b e e n v e r y , v e r y c o m p r e h e n s i v e .From my knowledge and background Nows that morning to attendI think you i f you asked Jack
i f he went t o t h e D a l l a s Morning
business and protested vigorously the ad insulting President
Kennedy, . . . . : i f he p r o t e s t e d because h e ' s a 100% percen t
p a t r i o t i c American c i t i z e n , I t h i n k he would t e l l you "yes"
and hofou ld be t e l l i n g the truth.
I think if you asked h im why h e went out about 4 o ' c lock
in the morning wi th Senator and Larry and took the picture of
the s i g n -

Ruby

Don't mention anything about that---we're in a bad spot down
h e r e b e c a u s e o f t h a t .

T o n a h i l l
(continuing -ignoring Ruby)

of Chie f J u s t i c e E a r l Warren, he would t e l l you that he did i t
bocause he was going to turn i t over to the FBI and some attorneys,
.....becauso he thought i t was in-American and h e did i t because

1QU porcent p a t r i o t i c American c i t i zen and h e ' s to l l ing
t h e t r u t h .

Ruby
(adding h i s two cents)

I also went over to the post office to check the box.
To n a h i l l

T h e same thing on the box---To see there i f the post o ffice
numbers on the s ign and in the newspaper ad meant t h e same person
was bohind i t , which would be THE JOHN BIRcHERs ANd cOMUNists

a n d he wanted t o do something about i t becuuse hotsa 100 percont patriotic American citizen, he would be tolling
t h o t r u t h .

Ruby
You talking about the ad against President „Konnedy?

Tonah i l l
Yes



2-66

Ruby

I didn't refer to the John Birch ---with roference to that.
To n a h i l l

Ho wanted to see if they were connected together - t h e s a m e

p e o p l e .
Ruby

• I didn't mention the t e rm "John Birch"
who could have placod that ad i n there?" I just said, " I w o n d e r

Spector

Mr. Alexander, do you have any questions to ask?
Alexande r

I have no questions to ask. I think it has been very comprehensive.
S p e c t e r

Are y o u s a t i s fi e d the, i f we ask you one more ques t ion
on the Po lyg raph , s p e c i fi c a l l yMr. Ruby' iHas all the information which
you have t e s t i fi o d t o today, beon the truth, the whole t r u t h ,
a n d n o t h i n g b u t t h e t r u t h ?

Ruby

Plus the fac t I do want to get in my feel ing for Americanism.

Specter
"Do you consider yourself to be 100 percent American patriot?"

Ruby
Ye s

"Jes te r
To shoot a man handcuffed i n the police department, denying him one of
America's greatest rights, the trial by jury?

Ruby

One more t h i n g . . c o s h o u l d n ' t you ask me, o r i s n ' t i t n e c o s s a r y ,

why I suddenly was s o ca r r i ed away to get involved in this
s e r i o u s c r i m e ?

Specter
We ' v e a l r e a d y c o v e r e d t h a t by ask ing you the q u e s t i o n . about
Mrs. Kennedy--whether you didn't shoot Oswald to avoid, having
h e r c o m e t o t r i a l !
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Ruby
(pausing-thinking)

Yes; t h a t covers t h a t .
S p e c t e r

That c o v e r s t h a t s u b j e c t .

In o t h e r w o r d s ,
REASON FOR DOING I T:

Ruby

I CAN'T ANSWER THAT TRUTHFULLY AND HAVE ANOTHER
I S THAT CORRECT?

S p e c t e r

C o r r e c t

Ruby

T h a t
/

would a n s w e r t h a t .
S p e c t e r

Yes.
Now,

We've asked you a l l the r e a s o n s -
Mr. Herndon, ask those final questions.

H e r n d o n

I will procedd with, "Are you dack Ruby?"'
Ruby

"yes" . '

H o r n d o n

"Do you consider yourself to be 100 percent American patriot?"

Ruby
"Yes"

H e r n a o n

"Is all of tho tesimony given by you today the complete truth?"
Ruby

"Yes"
H e r n d o n

the t h r e e q u e s t i o n s were a sked and a n s w e r e d . The s e r i e s i s now
o v e r .

S p e c t e r
That concludes the polygraph examination.

(Herndon is removing equipment from Ruby;
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Specter

I would like to have you sign your name about 10 times for us.
And would you put on t h e d a t e f o r us too?
1964• The date is July 18,

Ruby
( t o . To n a h i l l )

• Let me have my b l a s s e s , Joe.
(onah i l l handed glasses to Ruby)

S p e c t e r

And now would you write t h e sentence a t the bottom, NOW IS
InE TILE FOR ALL GOOD MEN TO COME TO THE AID OF THEIR COUNTRY. "

R e a d e r

I TINK SO TOO. I FELT THIS ALL ALONG.
( h e e x i t s )

• '

S c r e e n
(While Ruby is signing this paper)
Poster of American flag, eagle,
p a t r i o t i c symbols.

NOW IS THE TIME FOR ALL GOOD MEN TO COME TO THE AID OF THEIR
COUNTRY.

(Ruby has signed every th ing . )
(Herndon i s busy at the machine, removing tape,
(Reporter i s a t he r desk)
(Do. Beaver, Mr. Sweatt have departed,
( I r . F o w l e r l e f t t h e room)

(Holman s t a n d s by the door )
Tonahill, Ruby standing up, ...,

Tho very l a s t words of the polygraph examination,
e g a c t l y a s t h e y h a p p e n e d b e t t e r t h a n o n e c o u l d
ever imagine, conclude the interview.

(Tou can find them just as I typed them of due eiv,page f o r the c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e p l a y - - i n
pate 570 o f the Hearings.
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Ruby
Joe, are you going to do what I asked you to?

Tonahill
I ' m going to do my b e s t .t h a t I'm going t o do my b e s t .

You know me well enough to know

'Ruby
I know you well enough.

Herndon
( s t i l l working a t tape in maching)

You were very cooperative, Mr. Ruby.
To n a h i l l

Goodbye, Jack. Good t o 900 you.
Ruby

You're going to do what I ask you to do?
To n a h i l l

I 'm going t o do my best. I told you I would. Liverything' I doi s for your best i n t e r e s t and I have worked awful hard.

Ruby
I lmow. You are a BIG MAN and I know how big you can be.

T o r e h 1 1 1
I'm going t o do my best, like I said, and not let anything undertho sun h a p p e n .

Ruby

You know what I'm talking about?
Tonahi l l

I know exactly what y o u ' r talking about.

(Before leaving the room Mr. Ruby conferred briefly
with Mr. Tonahi l l and Alexander out of the hoaringo f o thers in the room.

(They go t o one side i n a huddle, separate, J a i l e rHolman walks ,over from the door, puts his arnsin Ruby's, and leads him out the door. i






