A TIGER BY THE TAIL

by

Mae Brussell -

Completed March, 1966

1

. Property of:

. Mae Brussell -
Rt.2,Box 3050 a i
Carmel, Calif. 93921

.|Mae Brussell Sources - World Watchers International Archive



https://ratical.org/ratville/JFK/MaeBrussellSourcesWWIarchive/index.html

.

Notes on the Play

This two hour drama, taken directly from. the testimény
and hearings before the Warren'Commission. attempts to show
the depth of negligence.of the Commission with regards to the quallty
of their investigation. If it were the qnly instance and were picked
out of context, 1t would.be unjust. This is not the case. The
inteview with Jack Ruby 1s_only typical. '

The Prologue begins with a letter written by members of
the staff working for the Commission. It mentions important witnesses
never called, significant clues worihy of further investigation.
There are literally hundreds_or leads never researched, hundreds of
other witnesses whom they avoided or protected, evasions of questlons
that should have been asked, acceptance of answérs that were not
answers., :

The end result of the avoidance of asking these questlons
and following these paths will be a bloody road of violence, more
murders, 1ncreased major crimes in every staté.“ Murder has been
given protection and respectability. |

The play is saying, through the words of Jack Ruby and

the Warren Commission, the féllowing things:

1. There is information Jack Ruby knows, which he tells

them he knows, but the.Commission does not care to find

out what that is. .

He offers to talk .if they will clear the room or
take him to Washington. They have no intention of
doing either one. '

Jeseph Valechl has been promised protection in Sing

Sing for the remaindér of his 1life in exchange for
information on the Mafia.We did not do this to Ruby.
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is iﬁ%ormation the Commission possessed on their

own effort and research which they avoid,never ask

Jack Ruby about.
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The entire investigation o! General E.Walker,
Howard Duff, Leopold Ducos hamos,H.L.Hunt and
too many others is superficial, 1nadequate.
absolutely unsatisfactory.

ate of Texas watched over and saw that the
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sion "did right in so far as the State of Texas

was concerned,"
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The interest in finding out who killed President
Kennedy 1s a National problem, not a Texas Lo
scandal which must be covered over for the protect='*
lon of any single city or state.

The assassination of President Kennedy was and is
still an international problem. If left unsolved,
we will feel the heat of global furror.

In addition to Texas "officials" watching over the
Commission, Henry Wade felt it necessary to make
comments and suggestions.regarding 'the polygraph
test. This should have been a matter between .:
Jack Ruby and the Commission.

uby is an old pro.

The Commission was remiss in not allowing Ruby
to speak to them in private. They take the blame
for this.
However, there i1s'not quarantee that Jack Ruby,
once allowed to talk, would cooperate.He still

has vislons of that '"fancy type night club" when
he gets out, Acco2ing to Rossi, he said he"debts
were all paid" on Wed.,Nov.21, 1963---after hanging
over his head a long time.

" Only the awareness that he will probably be shot

5. Dallas of

Warren

ddwn in Dallas shortly after he is released will
convince him to stop playing the game.

officials, District Attorney?’s office, the
Commission ,and Jack Ruby all worked together.

They all helped write and rewrite the polygraph
test until the questions suited all of them.
Ruby even admitted going ofer some ahead with Wade.
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Chief Justice Warren is with the Commission all

the way.

any

It is told that he cried when asked to head
this investigation. After being pressured 1into
the position, no man alive could have done a
better job of trying to do what they desired
accomplished . .”

It is impossible to believe that he didn't kriow
that the only purpose of their being there was

to secure information. When he tells Ruby to
just talk and tell him about the way he passed
three days, this i1s the most superficilal
gxamination possible. If Ruby did this murder for
group interested in assassinating President

Kennedy, the movements of Ruby for two days were
the least part of the plot. ’

Jack Ruby has control of ,the Commisslion

He' plays a game with them.He wants to know why
they don't ask more. He says if he was part of
a plot, so were the Dallas Police, Little Lynn,
and others.

The responsibility for not finding out what
happened in Dallas is put back into the hands of
the Commissioh. llee told them to ask about these
things and they did not.



TIGER BY THE TAIL

ACT ONE
SCENE I
Prologue which consists of the reading of two letters.
1. To'Richard Helms, Déptty Director for C.I.A fron
the Warren Commission requesting "any information
in their files covered in the memorandum, as well
as any other analysis by your representatives which
you believe might be useful to the Commission,"
Mailed Feb. 26, 1 . 3
2. To the Warren Commission from the F.B.I. regarding
11formation about Howard Duff, Jack Ruby, and
General Walker. g
Mailed June 26, 1964, : '
SCENE II
Dallas Jail P
11:45 a.m;
June 7, 196't, sever months after the assassination of
President Kennedy.,
Taken directly ‘from Volume V,Hearings before the
President's Commission on the Assassination of Iresident
. Kennedy.. .
ACT TWO
SCENE I
Prologue:
A letter written from Henry Wade, District Attornéy.
Dallas, to the Commission regarding the questions
on the polygraph test. :
July 15, 1964

SCENE II1

Dallas Jail A
: o A T00IA M,
} July 18, 1964
Taken entirely from Yolume XIV of the Hearings
before the President's Commission on the Assassination
¢ of President Kennedy, ‘

4
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CAST OF CHARACTERS - ACT I

1., Jack RubJeeseceoeoscesose Ihe Prologue will give 2 complete desbript—
jon of him so that we lkmow about this man
before his interview beginse.

2. Chief Justice Earl Warren
During this interview he will be very bored

Face will be drawn, almost ssleep,lethargic
He looks as if he wishes this thing were
over or never happened. :

3. Gerald Fordeescescccee Mr; Ford will only ask one gquestion, and
Congressman Ruby will doubt the sincerity of that.

Also bored, looking into spake, no desire
to ask or inquire.

uo J.Lee Rankin ' :

General CounseleseesssMr. Rankin is equally bored. Asks few

: questions. Isn't interested in Ruby's story.

Doesn't volunteer to remove Texas men.
The five men from Washington seem to have
come for the ride, or to make their numbers
seem impressive while Ruby talked.
It all seems very official, but very void.

S.Arlene Specter :
Assistant Council..ess.Works for the Warren Commissione
*Ordinary looking person.
Contributes nothing to interview, just half
sleeps like the other men.

6.Robert Storyeeesecsesss.Tall man, Texas Western outfit,stands
e straighgt and lets his presence known.
Represents "Texas"..to see that the "Warren
Cormission does right by the State of Texas.

7eLeon Jaworskieesessesss Enters with lir. Storey. His companion to
protect Texas. ?
Both imposing, frightening men. :
More aware of Ruby than the Commisgsion
representatives.

8¢ Jim BOWie..............Assistant District Attorney.
Comes from office that asked for Ruby's deat
a few months earlier. P
Sits here with the Commission to silently
_"dare" Ruby to talk even if the Commission
wanted to know, which they didn't.

9.Joe H. TonghilleeeeosssAttorney
; Self appointed guardian of Ruby.
Refused to leave Ruby'!s side for eighteen
months -until a court order removed him,
Large, tall, fat man.
Huge ten gallon hat on his heade.
Pioture of him in "Trial of Jack Ruby" Kapla



Characters....continued iL

30 RInar W MOOXe..c0sss0e.3p0C18) ageﬁt, U.S. Secret Service

11. JOEIDecker.'......

12, Jester (also called

Always hangs around Ruby,tell's him that
he 1is responsible for Ruby's “"body".

Refuses to leave the room.No explanation_' P
why a Dallas policeman or Jaller wouldn't be
enough protection - on the -7th floor.

When Commission all leave, Moore still there.

Sheriff of Dallas County

No explanation of wh& he had to hear interview.
When Ruby sees Moore, Tonahill,and Decker,

he knows this is not the time or place to

talk.

1

reader)

Dressed as a court Jester, hedléval costuune.
Hoves around from stool, pillows.
Clowns around, sometimes very serious,

13. Odet Olivereecccess..Court Revorter

The only female in the rlay.---too bad.
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CAST OF CHARACTERS - ACT II

1. JaCk Ru»by......;...-.. Sme;i- as Act I

2. Mr. Arlen Specters.....Same as Act I
3, Bell P, Herndone.eeessseeSpecial Agent of the F.B.I

To give the polygraph test.

L. W,James WoBAeeesessssses NOL actually a polygrraph examiner", but

is there to assist Mr. Herndon.

It is never explained why the F.B.I could
not find two-men who were pol raph operat-
ors, or why he Is in the room at alle
Already, the room is gebting crowded againe
Or should we say, "stacked"?

: 5, Clayton Fowleresseees.Attorney for Jack Rubye.

6. Mr. Joe Tonehilleses

‘‘e Mr. William AXexande

Past President of Texas Bar Association.
Represented Ruby a very few months, was fired
immediately after the polygraph test 1 "
because of tne way it was conducted.

. Still around from the last interviews

Ruby is still brying to get him out,

When Ruby becomes aware that his interview
with the Cormission and the Polygraph Test
were useless, he gets in line ‘and pleases
Tonghill.,

Tonahill will praise Ruby for being"100%
American,and Ruby ends by asking Tonahill for
the favor they both know and we never will,

r:Assistant District Attorney for Dallas.
. Close set eyes,stern facee

Picture of him in " Trial of Jack Ruby" Kapla
Like Mr. Bowie in Act I, no explanation is

' reasonable on why that office of the District
Attorney should be present for either the
interview or the polygraphe.

8.Al11an L.Sweattessssees Chief cririinal deputy for Dallas County, Tex.

No explanation why he is necessary. ’
To be efficient, the number of persons
present effects the polygraph results.

This should have been a test between the
Warren Commission and Jack Rubye.



2Bl HolmeM, seesvasssdaller

10, Dr. Robert Beaver.....Dr.Bea?er was appointed as Jack Ruby's
: doctorvilir. J. Tonahill.and Judge J. ;
Brown. Ruby has no great love for either
of these men and did not appreciate their

teying to use an "insanity" excuse for his
acts.,

By being declared "insane" by Dr.Beaver,
Jack Ruby could not discharge his "attorney"
Joe Tonahill., '

. Ruby enters, sees Beaver, and wants him
,"out", They allow him to remain at the door,
inside the roomn,

11. Odell Oliver...... .Court reporter as before.

125 Reader-Jester.......'Same as before.






Scene:

Costumes:

Act I

Conference room on the seventh floor of Dallas jail.

Fourteen chairs on the left side of the room,all except
two with their backs to the audience. '

There is a door in the rear center stage. The wall on
one side of the door will be cut out with a plastic
insert. During Act I it looks as if it were a solid
wall. In Act II the plastic shows so that the men sent
out of the room can be seen by the audience as they
put their ears to the wall.

On the rear wall, across the top, will be a sectinn
of a screen. Various comments, separately and simultaneously
with the dialogwe, willl be flashed on.

The Texas "delegates", otherwise known as Law Enforcement,
Officals, will wear gold sweat shirts.

On there shirts will be their name in-bold letters,
similar to football outfits.

Commission members and staff will wear identical Dblue
sweat shirts with their names across the back.

Furnishings:

Table,chair,typewriter for court réporter.

Large,executive type arm chair for Jack Ruby to show
him "holding court", so to speak.—-cda;ki, be A TREwwez.

Bookcase to the right of the stage which will have in 1t
the twenty-six volumes of Testimony.

Inside this case will also be all the current books
since the assassination challenging the Commission.



Author's notes on the direction
of Act I and 11I.

The first act 1s very orne sided. It is played almost
entirely by one persén. Jack Ruby. lMembers of the Commission have
come torsee" him because ﬁe asked them to come.Otherwiselthey
would not have botheredy they tell him. Oswald is dead.The only
other person who could provide information at that time was
completely ignored for seven mgnths. None of the men ask questlons
they should have asked. Nothing registers.Their facés remain
almost like .stone. The soliloduy of Jack Ruby- adds to the travesty. .

All sit very straight, motionless.

When the jester 1s talking or interrupts their interviews,
members of the stage do not move.They rehain frozen in one
position until he finishes, then move their limbs,etc.as if he
had not interrupted. i

Ruby begins to talk, 1s glad to tell what happened,
walks up and down the row and sees the Texas officials.He stops,

hesitates, decides there is no reason to die in the hands of

' o
'

deaf ears,

Act II has more action with District Attorney Wade,
Alexander, Ruby and Joé Tonahili passing the ball., The great
"enemies" are really the best of friénds. '

We pust all be grateful to the United States Government
forlallqwing us to read and hear this testimony exactiy as 1;
happened. Theré is enough drama in the remaining twenty six

thousand pages for many plays in the years to come.
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1-1
Brologue

(Reader, as the~jester, enters the stage smiling
and starts to laugh out loud. He talks  to the
audience, jokes .with them, is sometimes serious.

In his hand are two cppies'of the Warren Report,
onn the hardbound copy, the other the paperback.

Steps to the center, holds both of them in the
air, and begins td talk.)

Jester

. Wedd, here'they are, these are the very last word in truth and

Government investigation. They have been around two years now.
Ever read them? Some folks think its like reading the telephone
book. I prefer it, myself, to much of the other fiction floating
around these days.

’

(Looks down pt the books as if to read them)

Assassination plots, those are for other people, foreigners and
funny faces., : :

In America? NEVER !!ttt! ' k™ : '

: Cpus TO Rvolewce) 1

Just to show those crazy people we don't do those things, our
President got himself together a Commission., What a heap of
respectsbility, who could doubt them even if they never did the
work? The Susplcious? Yes, but you always have them.

The Neurotic? I suppose, although there never has been a sanity
test conducted to see if ihis dlagnosis squares up.

How did they write this book? Well, they took in about 30,000
interviews, accumulated 25,000 pages of reports, 1locked a few
of the reports in the Archives for 75 years , wherever that 1is,
printed 26,000 more pages called Testimony Before the Hearings,
and condensed all that crap into tlis little thin " book.

-(Walks over to book shelf, takes two books in
his hands and puts them on top of shelf,reaches
for Volume XXVI of the Testimony,walks back to
stage and sits on a tall stool or a pile of
pillows)

Now, I know it is hard to scrape together $76. for a set of books
these.days. This evening, out of the kindness of my heart,
I am going to share them with you. .
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(Opens up Volume XXVI, turns 467, and.beglns to
read) :

(The quotes will be what he is reading.Other remarks
will be his own, when he is looking up and talking)

Reader,Jester

This letter I have here was from staff members of the Warren Commission
to Richard Helms, Deputy:director of the C.I.A. IT seems as if they
had done a lot of work on the background of Jack Ruby by Febr_uary,
1964, Now they were asking the C.I.A to give a hand and fill in

on these people or organizations. When May rolled around, they wrote
another letter to the CIA saying, "hey, boys, how come no information
on these guys?" 1In Sept., a few weeks before the Report was for

sale and alfeady published, an answer did come back saying they

knew nothing about nobody.

(serious now, ‘looking tp)

That meant, I suppose, that the job of investigating was going to
be done by you and me, and so it will.

(looks down at the book and talks) .

This book tells us that Jack Ruby was up to a lot of tropble.
He had a terrible temper, often used violence, in factj very often.

"He was known to have brutally beaten at least 25 different persons",
(looksrqp) *

That 1s, in Dallas alone.

"He was periferally, 1f not directly, connected with members of the

underworld.,"

"He 1s said to have been given advance notice of prospective raids

on his own club and other clubs."

Very thick with police- hundreds of pages about that in those books:
over there.

(pointing to shelf)
Don't hear much about it in the Rgport----=-  wonder why? P

"When it suited his purposes, he did not hesftate to call in the
underworld characters for assistance."

(laughing=-quizical)
Wonder where they found that out? Oh yes, I read that too. Too bad

they were never called as witnesses. Some of them shoot plenty
straight, so they say.

I
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Jester

"At the time of his arrest, Ruby was in possession of scripts
issued by H.L. Hunt, a prominent Right Wing extremist."

(looks up from book).

_ Can't blame a man for reading once in a while. Only thing
here is that the name"Lamar Hunt" was found in Ruby's notebook.

Nothing bad about that, I suppose, except this book (looking
at pa%es) also says, "Ruby visited the office of MNr. Hunt on Nov.
21,1963 "

Mr. Hunt denied knowing Ruby, and that may be true too, but
he could have been called as a ®itness to say that same statement
under oath. ’

o
v

(talkinglto audience very seriously)

Let's be honest with ourselves, 0.K? There were some pretty
bad words printed in the newspaper in Dallas and on handbills around
the streets Nov. 22, 1963. The remarks were suggesting Mr.Kennedy
was "Wanted for Treason'. It took a lot of tihe and many months
to diecover that Mr. Hunt paid one third of this advertisment,ehe
cost of which was $1400. ' : :

(Screen in back, while he 1is talkiné}shows the ad with black
(reading Volume XXVI again) - i . berder.)

"Ruby fs also rumored to have met in Dallas with an American

Army Colonel . and some Cubans concerning the sale of arms," 3
AMTL CAROTRC =

(looks up)
Boy, oh boy, that was more. than a rumore.
( reading)

"4 Gowernment informant in Chicaqo connected with the sale of ,
erms to Anti-Castro Cubans has reported that such Cubans were behind -

the assassination of President Kennedy."

(talking)

" Now, there was a certain”Leopold Ramos Ducos (holds up book
to show where he 1s getting information) pagé 472- who sald his
1ife was threatened and that the same groupg would kill him that
had been responsible for getting rid of Kennedy. M\

Do you think he was ever called as a witness? Guess agaln.
Just wait and see how this -deep searching Commission attacks Jack

Ruby about all these PErSONSeeescee
(rgading)'
"In balance, it may bé said that Ruby's primary interest
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in 1ife was making moneye. He doeé.not seem to have had any great
scruples concerning the manner in which he might do so." 2

(looks up)
What a naughty.’ DOYyesessos
(reads) .

"He was usually careful to avoid prosecution by law enforcement
authories, His primary technigue in avoliding prosecutlion was the
maintenance of friendships with police officers, public officlals,
and other influential persons in the Dallas Community."

(1o0ks 'up)

Well, it all comes in handy, I wan't to tell you.Never

Xnow when you will wake up and find yourself in front
of thirty million men and just have a sudden urge to kill.

(quizzical expression)

I just wonder who -those public officials around town were.
Can't recall any of them testifying, come to think of 1t.

You have just_got to do favors for guys to get off the rap as
much as this fellow has, considering the mountain of trouble

he could have caused for himself.
" (reading again) -

"Ruby appears to be the kind of person who could be pursuaded by

by another person whom he respected, either because of that person's
friendship, influence, power, prestige, or wealth, t® become
involved in any activity which 'was not obviously contrary to the
interests of the United States." g

(makes a face- as if so sayy, dig that
crazy statement)

"It is quite-possible that Ruby could have been utilized by a
politically motivated group either upon -the promise of money or
because of the influential character of the individual approaching
Ruhy. " 7
(Walks around and talks directly to

audience again) .

Now, you wouid think, with this description of the character

you are about to meet the President's Commission would do a
little research into this matter?

(1aughs)

Guess again.
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They were all protected, the whole bunch.If they
had nothing to say, no harm in letting them say it under
oath and between the covers for us to decide.

(disgusted)

Crazy business, the whole Report. Going all over the
world for remote contacts- people who took a frelighter to
Europe in 1959 when Oswald was on the boat too--- and
never called the ,people from the old home town.

(holds up book again, still Volume XXVI)

, The same letter gave to the CIA names of persons or
organizations wko "might be interested in the assassination of

President Kenped)?. ' T

There were endless, important leads involving the
entire area around Jack Ruby. There were suspicious telephone
calls, close friends of Ruby's, employees with important
information, relationships wbth all kinds of persons who could .
possibly help solve the assassination murder and the death

of Oswald.

If any: of them were called, the questions were
avoided. Most of them were never called as witnesses.

(disgusted)
It just can't help to make you WONd€Teeessscss
(peppy and entusiastic)

But, before we meet Jack and Earl, just one more bit of
information the Justice Department prepared for the Commission.

(reads)

"My, Howard Duff reported employment during the'period
November,1962-April,1963 in the household. of General Edwin
Wwalker. On May 25, 1964, Duff laid claim to an association
between Ruby and General Walker, alleging that he had seen

Ruby at the Walker residen‘ce."

(stops, 1ooks up)

I know, the General mentions Duff in one remark, "unreliable.
liar" and all that jazz.

But, you can*t brush a guy off that fast or easy.
1f he was ‘all these things, then why was the General so anxious
to get Duff a job when he got out of the Army in Oklahoma?
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(Opens up Volume XXVI, turns 467, and begins to
read)

(The quoﬁés will be what he is reading.Other remarks
will be his own, when ke is looking up and talking)

.'.’.
’

Reader,Jester

This letter I have here was from staff members of the Warren Commission
to Richard Helms, Deputyidirector of the C.I.A. I seems as if they
had done a lot of work on the background of Jack Ruby by Febr_uary,
1964, Now they were asking the C.I.A to give a hand and fill in
on these people or organizations. When May rolled around, they wrote
another letter to the CIA saying, "hey, boys, how come no information
on these guys?" 1In Sept., a few weeks before the Report was for
sale and alfeady published, an answer did come back saying they

Vknew nothing about nobody.

(serious now, looking tp)

That meant, I suppose, that the job of investigating was going to
be done by you and me, and so it will.

(1ooks down at the book and talks)

This book tells us that Jack Ruby was up to a lot of trouble,
Hde had a terrible temper, ‘often used violence, in fact very often.

"He was known to have brutally beaten at least 25 different persons",
(looks:up)

That 1s, in Dallas alone.,

"He was periferally, if not directly, connected with members of the

underworld,"

"He 1s said to have been given advance notice of prospective raids
on his own club and other clubs."

Very thick with police- hundreds of pages about that in those books::
over there. g2

(pointing to shelf)
Don't hear much about it in the Report------ wonder why? 1

"When it suited his purposes, he did not hesftate to call in the
underworld characters for assistance."

(laughing-quizical)
Wonder where they found that out? Oh yes, I read that too. Too bad

they were never called as witnesses. Some of them shoot plenty
straight, so they say.



(reading testimony)

"Mrs. Duff sald that-he had secured employient at Oklahoma City

Through general -Clyde Watts. attorney and counsel for General
Edwin A.Walker."

(talking sersously)

When Mrs. Duff called to say that the Secret Service wanted
to take his testimony on this information regarding Ruby:,
General Walker, and the John Birch Society, Duff told her
"You notigxwgantrexll and I1'¥]1 be gone,"

Since that time, we have no inmformation regarding the 1life
or 1limbs of Howard Duff or Secret Service Agent Cantrell,who
took hls first statements. N8ITHER OF THEM WAS CALLED AS

A WITNESS BEFORE THE PRESIDENT*S COMMISSION.

(Lights on stage go out one second to

show end of Prologue.Jester puts books
back on the shelf. Screen in back {lahcs
bright sign, flicks it on and off,pop art
type of poster)

Screen
Here they come, here they come, the groht ones seeking truth.....

Jester
(he will announce off names as they enter,you will see
the faces when they come in,they turn around and take
their segts. Ruby,when he comes in,takes the throne.
Warren sits close to him, leaving enough room to jump
up and down or move around.)

Mr. J.Lee Rankin, General Counsel for the Commission, Joseph A.

Ball, assistant counsel, Jim Bowie, assistant district attorney
of Dallas, Texas, Joe H. Tonahill, attorney? (asks it with
question in his voice ) for Jack Ruby, Elmer W.Moozme, speclal

agent, U.S. Secret Service, J.E. Decker, Sherirf of Dallas .County;,
Representative Gerald R. Ford, §H~rifr of Saigon, oh pardon me,
Congressman from Michigan and member of e Commission, And

the Chief Justice of the United States, éarl Warren,d big daddy of
the whole works. Oh, ¥es, here comes Jack Ruby. Wonder how

he slipped in. - .




Ruby

Without a lie detector test on my testimony now do you know if I
am telling the truth?

Tonahill

Don't worry about that Jack.

Ruby ' :

I would like to be able to get a 1lié detector test of what
motivated me to do what I did at that particular time. It seens
as you get further into something, even though you know what you
did, it operates against you somehow, brainwashes you, so you

are weak in what you want to tell the truth about and what you
want to say which is the truth.

Jester:

This guy has a lot of insight. Too bad he didn't have any
hind-cight. ' * o

| Warren

If yon and your counsel want any kind of test, I will arrange it
for you.

Ruby ( To Warren)
Are you limited for time?

Warren

1

No. We have all the time you want. All right, kr.Ruby, tell
us your story. . .

Screen

Time not - “limitedi ®ime‘not 4 limited? Tell him the truth
Earl as you would want him to do with you.

Ruby
Fr. Belli evidently did rnot go into my case thoroughly,
circumstantially. If he had gone into it, . he wouldn't have
tried to vindicate me on an inanity plea to relieve me of all
responsibility. Had Mr. Belli spent more time with me, he
would have realized not to try to get me out completely free.

I wanted to get on the stand and tell what happened that morning.

‘



(imitating Belli-mocking)

He said, "Jack when they get you on the stand you are actually
speaking of a premeditated erime that you involved yourself in'",

(sounding sincere, pathetic)
I didn't care., I wanted to tell the truth.

(imitating Belli again)
“He said," When the prosecution gets you on the stand, they will
cut you to ribbons."

(Ruby, half smile..lilte a Jewish comedian)

So naturally, I had to retract, and he fought to try to vindibate
me of this particular crime. .

Warren ‘

Right now, Mr. Ruby, before we get started taking your testimony
would you mind being sworn in?

(both men siand up,facing eachother)

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give
before the Commission will be the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth, so help you God? .

Ruby
I do
: Warren

Now you complete whatever story you want to tell.

Ruby

I had business at the News Building on Friday morning. That is
the start of the weekend, which is very lucrative, tho weeckend.

I got down there at 10:30 or 11:00 in the morning. I started to
write the copy of my ad. As a'rule, I have to pay cash for my
ads, When you are in debt, it is necessary, they will not put
it in if you do not pay cash. It was important for me to be

at the News Building. I owe the Government quite a bit of money.

Someone ran in and said a man was shot, or something to that
effect. Someone made & statement that Governor “onnally was
shot. I was in a state of hysteria, You say, "My God, it can't
happen". You carry on crazy sayings.
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The phones were ringing .at the desk,f they were having a turmoil
in that News Building because of a person by the name of Bernard
Weissman placing that particular ad, a full page ad."

Everything is very vague to me when this transpired; after they
heard the President had been shot, or prior to that.

I became very emotional,. :
I said to John, "I will have to leave Dallas." I don't know why I
said that, but it is a funny reaction that you feel.

And I said, "John, I am not opening up tonight,"

(very exhausted telling this story.
Looks lost, far away, as if it
were the telling of a bad drean)

I left the building and went dowmn and got my car. I went to the
club and I may have made a couple of calls from there.....

(recollecting the calls)

I told Andy to"Call everyone and tell them we.are not opecning."
We have a little girl im Fort Worth, I wanted to make suro he
called her.

And Kathy Kay called.
And I called Ralph Paul
I phoned Alice Nicols. I hadn't spoken to her in 9 months or a year.
. I called long distance to California, Al Grubdr, I promised hinm
my dachshund dog.

I called my sister, Eileen, in “hicago. -.
I kept calling my sister Eva, :

I left the club, went to the Ritz Delicatessen, then went out
to my sister's and stayed at her apartment, .

(voice in background, similar to
"This is your life." Eva Grant,
Ruby's sister)

Jack wasn't at my house 10, 15, or 20 minutes before he was on

the telephone. I think he called Andy. Andy called back. He
called this number he took down from Andy and said, "this is ¥ o
Jack Ruby." I don't know who he called hext., I heard him say,’
"Don't tell Weinstein I am closing," He called two News Buildings
to say he would be closed three days. He called the Synagogue
twice about the hour of services. He took the phone in the

bedroom and made another call from there. - He called Zileen in
Chicago." 2

1
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Ruby

About 7:30 I went to my apartment. . I went out to the Synagogue,I
left the Bynagogue. In my mind guddenly, it mulled over me that
the police department was working overtime,

(tells this with tenderness, sympathy)

This is the craziest thing that ever happened in a person's lifs,I
have always been very close to tho police department. I don't
know why.

(the Prologue has told us why)

I felt I have always abided by the law--- with a few little
infractions, but not gerious-- and felt we have one of the
greatest police forces 'in the world here, and I have always been
close to them, and I visited in the office. :

(screen)

Almost every day. 1

Ruby

Over the radio I heard they were working overtimé., I stopped at
the delicatessan called Pnil's and told the clerk I wanted him to
make some real good sandwiches about 10 or 12. I called an officer
by the name of Bims and he told me they had already wound up

their work, but he would tell the boys about my thougatfulness.

" Before going to the police station, I try to call KLIF but can't

get their number. I wanted to bring sandwiches to KLIF since they
are already started to make them up.

(memory fresh.Enjoys telling this part
about his being in the Jail, ‘etc.)
Story rolling alongzg, mnen completely
quiet, straight faced, almost asleep.) &y

.
-

I put the sandwiches in the car, drove down Commerce and Ilarwood
and parked my car with ny dog---went into the building of the
police station, took the elevator up to the second floor,

and there was a police officer there,

(talks loud now, tries to interest then)

Thls is the first time I ever entered the Building, gentlemen.
The first time of that riday. The time was approxlmately 11:15 p.m,

Tne officer was there. Bvidently it took a little domineern.nu
part about me, and I was able to.be admitted.
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(Ruby is sounding cocky now,sure of
himgelf and his importante around there.)

Ruby

I am still looking for Joe Long, but I am carried a%ay with the
excitement of history. ’

I am in a narrow hallway there and I don't recall if Captain
Fritz or Chief Curry brings the prisoner out, and I am standing
2 or 3 feet away from him, Some reporters didn't kmow the
various police officers, I knew they were lookin§ to find out
who that was, and I said, "That was Chief Curry" or "That is
Captain TFritz". or whoever it was,

(While Ruby is saying the above lines,
Joe Tonahill has written a note. Io

- 8its farthest from Ruby. You see him
write it and start passing it aloang the
'line of men like a naughty school boy.)
It has passed five or six hands.

Ruby
Is that for me Joe?

(The paper .sits,Joe does not answer,
Nobody explains, the last to receive it
Just holds it on his lap.)

Ruby ,
(Continuing his story. With a little less
enthaaiasm now,) '

Someone asked, "Isn't there a larger room? Lets go down
to the assembly room downstairs., I was standing 3 foot away
from Oswald., :

I went down to the asserbly room in the basement. I felt perfectly
free walking in there. No one asked me or anything,

(Ruby sits on table in room and relives
the scene as if it were happening.)

I got up on a 1little table. Then they brought the prisoner out and
various questions were being shouted. They questioned Henry ilade,
What organization did he belong to"? If I recall, I think Henry
Wade answered " Free Cuba."

And I corrected Henry Jade, because listening to the radio it
stood in my mind that it was " Fair Play for Cuba," There was
a difference.
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Ruby

From the way he stated, he let the reporters lmow that this
was the guilty one that committed the crime, . He specifically
stated that in that rogm, that he was the one.

I felt I was deputized as a reporter momentarily, you might say.

(gets off table, stands up, tells
next incident with equal pride)

I called on of the boys at K LIF, I said td them "I have
sandwiches for you. 41 want to get over there. I said, "By the
way, 1 see Henry Yade talkinﬁ on the phone to scmeone. Do you
want me to get him over here? o

And he said,"yes, do that." Everyoﬁe was beckoning Henry Wade,
and I called him over and he talked on the phone to this boy. And
this fellow was very much elated that I brought him over there.

. And I said, "Now, will you let me in?"

I got ready to leave the building and there was another diskjockoy
at K LI F Russ Knight. He said, "Jack, where is everything
happening?" He had a tape recorder. I said,"come downstairs."
There was Henry Wade sitting there. '"Henry, this is Russ Knight."
I left him there with Henry Wade, 3 : A

(Mr. Arlen Specter enters the room, : .
Ruby'!s expression changes entirely.

He becomes rigid, as if he has met

with Mr, Specter before., His smile

loaves-=-= no longer the big shot

in the Dallas Jail , but a smallk

man trapped in the same Jail.) .

vlarren |
(noticing a change in Ruby)
WJakes up now,at least for a moment.)
Adresses Ruby.

This is another man on my staff, Mr, Specter. Would you mind
if he came in? ’ :

(serious for the first time)
Ts there any way of you getting me to Washington?

Warren
(surprised )

I beg your pardon?
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Ruby
(almost shouting)

Is there any way of you getting me to Washington?

., Warren
(casual, in complete control)

I don't know of any., I will be glad to talk with your counsel.

Ruby
(looking directly over at Tonahill)

I don't think I will get a fair representation with my counsel, Joe
Tonahill, I don't think so. I would like to request that I go
to Washington., It is very important.

Tonghill
(smart aleck, sure of himself-to Ruby)

Jack, will you tell him why you don't think you will get a
fair representation? : :

Ruby
(Just as sure of hinself as Tona?ill)

Because I have been over this for the longest time to get the
lie detector test. Somebody has been holding it back from nme,

: Warren
(taking the responsibility)

The lateness of this thing i1s not duo to your counsel., 'I/c have
been so busy that this is the first time we have had nn opportunity
to do it. It is our own delay d@due to the proessures on us.

Ruby i
(Walks' over in front of Ford,
adresses him, )

-What State are you from, Congressman?

(SitsFBB? A .little surprised to find
. Ruby the clear thinker he is. They
were told to expect a "blabbering
idiot." ‘

Michigan. Grand Rapids, Michigan. 4

Warren
(ignores Ruby's request-wants to continue)

You might go ahead, if you wish, with the rest of your statmont..

Ruby

. (He begins where he left off on Ffiday nizht,
only slowol now, looking into the faces of
the various men as he talks.)

]
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'Ruby

I remained at K L I F until about'2 a.,m. I left the bulldinz and

was driving towards the Times Herald when * heard someone honk very .
loudly. I stopped. There was &a police officer in the car with this
young lady that works in my club, Kathy Kay. They talked and
carried on. He stated, "they should cut this guy inch by inch

into ribbons, and so on," She said, "if he was in England they
would drag him through the streets and would have him hung."

I left them and went to the building of the Times Herald.

(As Ruby is talking, Joe Tonahill has written
another of his notes on a pad. It ig being
passed down the line. While Ruby is telling
about Kathy Kay and the officer, he is watching
this note move along. s

He stoﬁs talking abruptly, Jumps from his -chair,
very angry. By now the note is in Ruby's hands.

His line begins just as he finishes abovo "Times
Herald". Yells at Jo€essse .

May I read that, Joe? May I please? .
(Remember, 'he never saw the first note)

Tonahill stands up, takes note out of “arren's
hands wherc it has gone by now, hands to paper
to Rubyo

: Tonahill
Zam ever get your glasses?'

Ruby
(squinting, reading) ‘

Not yet. (readinﬁ) "This is the girl that " what? --"that
started Jack off. ‘What is this other word?
, Tonahill
Culminated?

: : Ruby

: (shouting)

: 5
That is untrue. That is.what I wanted to read. (Throwing pad
on table) !
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(shouting at each of the men from the

-1

Comnission., Ignoring the Yexas delegates

entirely.)

Gentlemen, unless you get me to Wgshington, you can't get a fair

shake out of me.

Do I sound drmmatic? Off the beam?

Warren

No; you are speaking very,very rationally. I am really surprised

you have remembered as much as you have up to the present time,

Ruby

Unless you can get me to Washington, and I am not a crackpot, I

have all my senses--- I don't want to evade any crime I am guilty

of. B ut Mr, Moore, have I spoken this way when we have talked?

'Moore
Yes

Ruby

Unless you get me to Yashington immediately, I am afraid after
vwnhat Mr, Tonahill has written there, which is unfair to me

regarding my testimon;hore--- you all want to hear what he wrotc?

Yarren

Yes, you might read it. If you need glasses again,
this time (handing glasses to Ruby)

(putting oﬁugzasses)
"This is the girl"e----
. Tonahill
"Thing", disn't it? :
Ruby

"This is the thing that started Jack in the shooting."

' Tonahill
Kathy Kay was talking about Oswald,

Ruby
(furious-screaming at Tonshill)

You are lying Joe Tonahill, You are lying.

Tonehill
No I am not.

try nine

4
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Ruby

You are lying because you know what motivated me. You want to
make it that it was a premeditation.

Tonahill
Vo'
Ruby
Yes, you do. .
Tonahill
I don't think there was any premeditation, (Now talks with a
sarcastic sneer on his face) but you go shead and tell it your

way. That is what we want you to do. That is what the Chief
ustice wantse. 3

.Ruby
Not when you specify this.

(Ruby walks over to Renlkin,who has not
said one word) .

Xou are Senator Rankin?

Ranlkin
No. I am the general counsel for our Cormission, Mr. Ruby.
Tonahill .
i (resumes same voice-like Tom Sawyer)

Yoy go on:. and keep telling it dowmn to Caroline and the truth.

Warren
(breaks up this argument-wants to continue)

lr, Ruby, We @would 1like to have the rest of your story as YOU
started to tell us, because you arc now getting down to the
crucial part of it, and-it wouldn't be fair to you to have this
riuch of it and then not have the rest.

Ruby &

Joe knows from the time that T told Attorney Belll, and the
story I wanted to ‘tell on the-stand. And lMr. Tonshill lmows
this isn't the time. . The thought never entered my mind. Ie
kmows it. : 1

hy go back to Friday, Joe? (disgusted) That :set me off,
Then it is a greater premeditation than you know is true.
I am here to tell the truth.

(disgusted, tired, adresses words to Varren)

Well, it is too bad, Chief Justice Warren, that you didn't get me
to your headquarters 6 months ago.
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I will tell you why we didn't. You were Jjust about to be tried
and I didn't want to do anything that would prejudice you in
your trial. I assure you, - there is no desire on our part
‘to let this matte.r go to any late date for any ulterior purpose.

(reassures Ruby to relax-patronizing)

And as I told you at the beginning, if you want a test of some
kind made, I will undertake to see that it is done.

Ruby

You have the'power to do it, even though the district attorney
objects to me getting the tests? : .
Screen

Why is the district attorney's office so concerned about Jack
Ruby? They used to be Bood friends, and Ruby had already
received the death penalty at their insistence. :

Decker - .
(gets out of chair, walks over to Ruby)

lMay I make a suggestion? - Jack, "listen, jyou and I have had a
lot of dealings. Do you want my officers removed from the room
while you talk to the Commission?

: ,Ru%y
That wouldn't prove anything.
Decker

These people came several thousand miles to interview you. You
have wanted to tell me your story and I have refused to let you
tell me. Now, BE A MAN WITH A BUNCH OF MEN that have come a
long way to give you an opportunity to.

Xou"asked me for permission to tell your story, and I told you
no'.

\ Screen
Why did you refuse, for seven months, to hear Jack Ruby's story.

Decker
(waving arms, being dramatic)

This is a supreme investigating coumittee at this parbicular tinme.
Now give them your story and be & man, if you want them to deal
with' you and deal fairly with you.

: (stalling?ﬁgt ready to tell the story yet)

It is unfair to me unless I get all the facilities to back up what
1 saye. :
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_ Decker .
(coaxing Ruby,trying to be convineing)

You tell him your story. Nobody is denying it.

Reader 3
. * (they might. They are sitting there listening)
y ‘ Decker
You tell this man. (arms swing out to Warren) He has come a

thousand or more miles to listen to you. Now be a man about it.

_ Moore
Jack, you should tell your story first, and then the points that
you want verified, you can be questioned on.-

Ruby chi
(shakes his head.Voice drops.Feels like Valente
being coaxed at an open forum, without protedtion,
to talk, Decker and Moore are sqeezing him now.)

I wish the President were right here now. It is a terrible
ordeal, I tell you that.

Warren
(unmoved, matter of fact)

I am sure it is an ordeal for you. e want to make it just as
easy as we can. That is the reason that we have_ let you tell
your story in your own way without being interrupted.

Screen

Or without asking any questions, which would be harder on you.

Varren *
If you will just proceed with the rest of your statement.
Ruby
I don't know how to answér you.
Warren

Well, you have told us most of what happened up-totthe time of
the incident, and you are almost withinr, you are just within
a_few hours of it mow,

Ruby
(1looks surprised-laughs)

There is Saturday [/
: Warren
Beg your pardon?

Ruby

Tﬁere is a'Saturday night. There is a Friday night. This is still
only Friday night, c¢h e{. 4




1-13 b~

Warren

Yes; that is true,

Ruby
(very causious)

Well, I will go into a certain point, and if I stop, you will
have to understand if I stop to get my bearings together.,

3“

‘Warren
Yes

Ruby

I left KLIF at 2 a.m, I spent an hour with the officer and his
girl, I am up there in the composing room (at the Times Herald
building) I brought this boy a twist board; he wants to see how
it works, to show him and other men around; when you get into
the movement of a ball bearing disk, your body is free.to move.

Then we placed the ad in, I requesfed from Pat to put a black
border around to show that the ad 'was in mourning.

(Ruby was  talking slowly, detached, looking
into the faces of the men down the line.,
Suddenly he stops, 'pPausesSseecss)

Looks at Decker.

.
.
. 1

Bill, will you do that for me that jou asked a minute ago? You
said you wanted to leave ‘the room. ;

Decker

I WILL HAVE EVERYONE LEAVE THE ROOM, iNCLUDING MYSEEF, IF YOU
WANT TO TALK ABOUT IT. YOU NAME IT, AND OUT WE WILL GO.

Screen

That is another 1lie.
Ruby

All right,

e Decker
You want all of us outside? (pointing to Texas men sitting
¥ together at the end of the row)

Ruby

Yes i ;
Decker )

I will leave Tonahill and Moore. I am not going to have Hoe leave~===-

-t
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Ruby
If you are not going to have Joe leave======

Decker
(pointing to Moore)

Moore, his body is responsible to you. His body is responsible
to you. :

Ruby

Bill, I am not accomplishing anything if they are here, and Joe
Tonahill is heirre. YOU ASKED ME ANYBODY I WANTED OUT,

Screen
Ruby is not quite as insane as they would want you to believe.
(Warren,Ford, Rankin,Ball just sit there,

watching this argument, not suggesting
the Texas men leave the room.)

Decker

Jack, this is your attorney. ( arms swinging this time to Tonahill)
That is your lawyer.

Ruby
(shouting)

He is not myj lawyer.......

(Sheriff Decker and Bowie left room)
(This does not satisfy Ruby,for good reason)

‘Gentlemen, if you want to hear aﬂy further testimony, you will
have to get me to Washington soon, because it has something to do
with you, (looking right into Warren's face ) Chief Warren.

(Very clear, very sincere and loudj
Do I sound sober enough to tell you this? . 1

Warren

Yes, go right'ahead."



Ruby

I want to tell the truth, and I can't tell it here. I can't ; '
tell it here. Does that make sense to you? '

Screen

Neither Mr. Duff nmor Mr. Ducos could tell it here either. They" 0
all told it "nowhere." |
Warren

(acting almost stupid, as if he never heard
of a witness in this position before): é

Well, 1let's not talk about sense, But I really can't see why you
can't tell the Gommission,

Ruby
(walks over to Ball. He has stopped to identify
Rankin and Ford. Now he wants to know the other
man in the'rodm....playing cautious.)
What is your name?
Mr.Ball
Joe Ball

Warren

Mr. Ball is an attorney from Los Angeles who has been working
for me, :

Ruby

Do you know Belli too? ( Belli and Tonahill were good friends.
Tonahill had been sent to Ruby from Belli.)

Ball
I kéow of him, I am not acquainted with him,

Warren
(senses Ruby's reason to question) o

No association of any kind. There is positively no connection
between anybody in this room, - as far as I know, with Mr., Belli.
I can assure you of that. .
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Jester
There happens to a very,. very.close relationship with Nr. Belll.
personally and professionally, through the years.

Mr. Warren may not know it, but Mr., Tonahill, the man Ruby wants
removed from the room and from his presence, was selected by AV4
Mr. Belli. Belli left thé"client".Mr. Tonahill needed a court order
to be removed.

And Mr. Ruby knows that Melvin Belli was not interested in Jack
Ruby as a person.

Ruby

(walks over to Moore. Looks right into
his face.)

Where do you stand, Mooré?

~ Moore
Well, I em assigned to the Commission, Jack.

Ruby .
The President assigned you? (he wants to know if the President
is helping the Commission to keep
him from being heard)

Moore

No, my chief did. And I am not involved in the investigation. I
am more of a security officer. (to guard Ruby's 1lips? certainly
gl not his body. The Dallas police
can do this,)
4
Ruby

(walks to front stage, talks to audience,
wipes'forehead.....)

Boys, I am in a tought spot, I tell you that.

Moore

You recall when I talked to you, there were certain things I

; asked you not to tell me at the time, for certain reasons. ¥ou
were going to trial.

Jester

The trial has been over two months. Why did Sheriff Decker and
Secret Service agent not allow Ruby to talk? :

: Ruby
But thié isn't the place for me to tell what I want to tell.
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: Ruby <
(trying to wake Mr., Warren,,.almost
putting his face very close to him)

Chief Warren, your life is in danger in this city, do you know
that?

‘Warren
(still child-like, almost stupid)

No; I don't know that. If that is the thing that you don't want
to talk about, you can tell me, if you wish, WHEN THIS IS ALL
OVER, Just between you and me.

Ruby .
No. I would like to talk to you in private,
(without Tonahill and Moore)

F Warren

YOU MAY DO THAT WHEN YOU FINISH YOUR STORY. YOU MAY TELL ME THAT
PHASE OF 1IT,

(it is his st~ >y he wants to tell in
private.If. i he finishes his story,
there will be no more to tell.)

Ruby

I bet you haven't had a witness like me in your whole investigation,
is that correct? ' i

v

Warren .
(now admitting that Ruby is caught, but offering
no protection or help.)

You have a greater problem than any witness we have had.

Ruby
4+ have a lot of reasons for having these problems,

Screen

We saw why in the information accumulated with regards to the
contacts and background of Jack Ruby. Many persons are involved.

<



Warren

(giving away the substance of the entire
gommission investigation.)

I know that, and we want to respect your rights, whatever they
may be.

Jestet .
Not the rights of the American .., citizens to know what happened.

Warre:. .

And I ONLY WANT TO HEAR WHAT YOU ARE WILLING TO TELL US., You
Have a great problem before you, AND I A NOT TRYING TO PRESS YOU.

Jester
3 . ' (very sarcastic and loud)
You can say that again.

; y Warren ;
I came Nere because I thought you wanted to tell us the story.

‘Reader _
(mekes side remarks from stool)(suggesting what Ruby

might be thinking)
Not in front of these people, I don't

Warren.

I think the story should be told for the public, and it will
eventually be made public.

Jester
Not if Jack Ruby is dead.
Ruby
When are you going back to Washington?

i : v,
: Warren

I am going back very shortly after we finish this hearing---I am
going to have some lunch.

Ruby =

If you request me to go back to Washington with you right now,
that couldn't be done, could it?
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‘Warren.

No; it could not be done. It could not be done. There are
a good many things involved in that, Mr. Ruby.

Ruby
What are they? |

Warren
Well, -the public attention that it would atteact,
Jéster '

Is public attention to stand in the way of information?

Warren

and the people who would be around.

“yéster, :
Would people around stand in the way of information? Will we
ever know IF Oswald was silenced ? Because he claimed he’

was a "patsy" and a "fall-guy", anything Mr. Ruby wants to say
should be heard. : .

Warren
We have no place there for you to be safe when we take you out,

i Screen

Mr, Valachd is living in Sing Sing, protected, because he "talked." *

Or a picture of Valachi or cartoon of him in h;s pent house.
Warren

and it isn't our responsibility t6 go into anything of that kind.
, Jester
(*shouting very loud)

OH YES IT IS CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARRENe.eoseee.e YES IT IS,

S A s
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Reader
(comes center stage---interrupts conversation--
holds up Warren Report and reads introduction.)

The Warren Report. told American citizens the following; "This

Report endeavors to fulfill that right and to appraise this tragedy

by the light of reason and the standard of fairness. It has been
prepared with a deep ewareness of the Commission's responsibility
to present to the American people an objective report of the facts
relating to the assassination,”

{looks at audience, closes books)

Being as their are wide discrepancles in the Report regarding
witnesses, shot directions, bullet numbers, burned autopsy
papersa, personality descriptions of Oswalds, fingerprints,
destruction of physical evidence, markmanship credibility,
unrecorded days in the Dallas jail, witnesses threatened,T&ppit's
murder and other problems, is it POSSIBLE THAT Chief 3ustice
Warren tells us "It is not their responsibility to go into
anything of that kind?" .

Without a clear cﬁt case of physical evidence for Murder against
Oswald, 4isn't it at gll possible someone wanted him removed?

(reader walks away, almost to wing,
goes back to his stool.)

Varren

Before you finish the rest of your statment, may I ask you
the question, and this is one of the questions we came here
t0 asK YOUseeveoe Did you know Lee Harvey Oswald prior to
this shooting? :

Jester ;or screen or someone with

a placard who enérs and exits quickly.

You would not have to "know'someobody in order to shoot him,
He got a good look at him in the Dallas jail that Friday night.

Ruby ' y

That is why I want to take the lie detector test. gust saying
no isn't sufficient.

(serious again-not wanting to change the subject)

Guytlemen, my life is in danger here. NOT WITH MY GUILTY PLEA OF

THE EXECUTIONee....DO I SOUND SOBER ENOUGH TO YOU AS I SAY THIS?
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Warren

You do. You sound entirely sober.

Ruby

FraJ the moment I started my testimony, with the exception. of
becoming emotional, have I sounded as though I made sense, what
L was speaking about? :

Warren

You have indeed. I understood everything yoh have said. If I
haven't, it is my fault.

Jestey

Very well.could be! But he hasn't sald very much yet, unless I
missed sohething along the way. 7

Ruby .
(emphatic, sincere,trying to arrouse them)

Then I follow this up. I may not live tomorrow to give any
further testimony., The only thing I want to get out to the
public, and I CAN'T SAY IT HERE, is with authenticity, with
sincerity of the truth of everything and WIiY MY ACT WAS
COMMITTED, BUT IT CAN'T BE SAID HERE. '

(pauses,,, talks to audience)

It can he said, it's got to be said amongst people of the

highest authority that would give me the benefit of doubt. And
following that, immediately, give me the lie detector test after
I do make the statement,

(goes~back to Warren, talks to his face)

Chairman Warren, if you felt that your life'was in danger at
the moment, how would you feel? Wouldn't you be reluctant to
go on speaking, even though you request me to do so?

Warren r

I think I might ha&e some reluctance if I was in your ﬁbsition,
yes; I think I wouldeseescee I think I would 'figure it out
very carefully as to whether it would endanger me or not.

IF YOU THINK THAT ANYTHING THAT I AM DOING OR ANYTHING THAT :
I AM ASKING YOU IS ENDANGERING YOU IN ANY WAY, SHAPE, OR FORM,

. I WANT YOU TO FEEL ABSOLUTELY FREE TO SAY THAT THE INTERVIEW IS

OVER. :



Ruby
What happens then? I didn't ad¢complish anything.
'.Warren
No; nothing has been accomplished.
Ruby ;

(beginning to wonder about this
interview.)

Warren

i (very matter of fact, unmoved)

There wouldn't be anything to follow up if you hadn't completed
your statement, :

Ruby -
You said you have the power to dg:what you want to do, is that
correct?

Warren
Exactly

Ruby
Without any limitations?

Warren

(
Within the purview of the Executive order which established the
Cormissioneecescece We have the RIGHT TO -TAKE TESTIMONY OF ANYONE
WE WANT IN THIS WHOLE SITUATION, and we have the right, if
we so choose to do it, to verify that statement in any way that
we wish o do it.

Ruby

But'you-dontt-have asright to take a prisoner back with you
when you want to? ;

Warren 4
Noj we have the power to, subpoena wltnesses to Washington if we
WANT TO DO IT, but we have taken the testimony of 200 or 300
people here in Dallas without going to Washington.

-




1-28

Ruby

(talking to audience, aware of the
¥ avoidance of his protection.)

Yes; but those people aren't JACK RUBY,

Warren
(neither giving an inch.)

No; they weren't

Ruby ;
(almost mocking him)

They weren't. . .

Warren
(letting Ruby know he didn't care
to bother with him in the first
place. ) '

Now, I want you to f2el that we are not here to take any
advantage of you, and unless YOU HAD INDICATED not only
through your lawyers but also through your sister saying that
you wanted to testify before the Commission, UNLESS SHE HAD
TOID US THAT, I WOULDN!T HAVE BOTHERED YOU,

(tries to sound as if he is protecting
Ruby. Ruby actually wants to talk.)

I know you do have this case not yet finished, and I wouldn't
jeopardize your position by trying to insist that you testify.

So I want you to feel that you are free to refrain from testifying
any time you wish., o

Ruby
The thing is this, that with your power that you have, Chief
Justice Warren, and all these gentlemnens... ,too much time has
gone by for me to give you any benefit of what I might say now.
It is too tragic to talk about.

Rankin
Isn't it true we waltéd until very late in our proceedings to

talk with Mrs, Kennedy. -

Reader

As if she could supply as much information regarding the assassination

as Jack Rubye.
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* Warren

(as if this had anything to do with
what Ruby is trying to sayesse)

We didn't take Mrs, Kennedy's statement until day before yesterdeay.
Mr, Rankin and I took her testimony then. ;

Your sister wrote me a letter and told us that you would like
to testify, and that is one of the reasons that we came down
heres

Ruby

But unfortunately, when did you get the letter, Chief Justice
Warren? ﬁ

Warren
fwo or three months ago. '

Ruby

At that time when you first got the letter and I was beggirgJoe
Tonahill and the other lawyers to know the truth‘'about me, certain
THINGS THAT ARE HAPPENING NOW WOULDN'!'T BE HAPPENING AT THIS
PARTICULAR TIME.

Warren
(confused)-

Yes?
: Ruby
(Ruby sees he is not going to ge t anywhere,

His voice drops, he looks over at Tonahill,
and goes back tp the original story.)

That Sunday morning=e----- the thought never entered my mind
prior to that Sunday morning when took it upon myself to try

to be a martyr or some screwball, you might sSaYeeeeo. I felt
very emotional and carried away for Mps, Kennedy. . She shouldn't
be expected to come back to face trial of this heinous crime,

And I have never had the chance to tell that, to back it up,
to prove it. 3

1

I

talking to audience now)

could possibly hold up some current
copes of .American Opinion, with their
articles about "Jacob Rubenstein")

Consequently, right at this moment I am being victimiaed as a
part of a plot in the world's worst tragedy and crime at this
moment.

ey
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-

(goes back directly in front of Warren)
(gets some courage to speak)

There is an organization here, Chief Justice Warren, if it

. | J- 30 %7
Ruby I

IR 1) 5 Ty

takes my life at this moment to say it, (looks over at Tonahill’ i

and Moore) and Bill Decker said be & man and say it, there 1s
a John Birch Society right now in activity, and Edwin Walker

is one of the top men of this organization=---- take it for
what it is worth, Chief Justice Warren. '

(almost in tears, full of regret)
Unfortunately for me, fop_%ggﬁ;xihg_jng_napple the opportunity
to get in power, because 0] e act I coomitted, has put a .
lot of people in jeopardy w eir lives. ;
_——'/ g

(looks at Warren=---no expression on his face,.)
Don't register with you, does it?

Warren
No; I don't understand that.

Ruby
(getting’ very sarcastic)

Would you rather I just delete what I said and just pretend that
nothing is going on? '

Warren

I
I would not indeed., I AM ONLY INTERESTED IN WHAT YOU WANT TO
TELL THE COMMISSION. THAT IS ALL I AM INTERESTED IN.

Reader
(steps center stage again)

 What kind of ananser is that? Didn't he want to ask Mr,Ruby

the information we know about General Walker and Mr,. Hunt?

And if not, why not?
(goes back to corner)

» Rub g
( He catches zn now. There is a finality
in the disinterest of the Chief Justice.
He tries to collect the tireads of the
unimportant physical motions between
Friday and Sunday, to give them only
what they seem to want to hear.)
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Ruby
When I left my apartment that morning=----
Jester
Watch now, AL e |

We are going to lose the day' of Saturday, November 23, entirelye.

Warren
Vhat morning?
: Ruby | _
Sunday morning. (isn't this what Warren wants to hear?)
Warren'’
Sunday morning.
Ruby

(looking at Tonghill)

The Sunday morning, I saw a letter to Caroline, two columns
about a 16 inch area. The most heartbreaking letter. I don't
remember the contents. Alongside the letter was a comment
that Mrs, “ennedy may have to come back for the trial - of

Lee Harvey Oswaldeees.... That caused me to go like I did.

No subversive organization gave me any idea. No underworid
person made any effort to contact me. It all happened on
Sunday morninge

And * drove past Main Street, there was a crowd already gathered
theree - I took it for granted he had already been ,moved.

(talks slowly, without the same fire

or enthusiasm. .Just monotonous words.)
This story he has told a hundred times.
There was another one, if protected, he
could tell.)

- parked'my~car across from Western Union, sent the money order,
walked the distance from the Western Union to the rampese.. I
didn't sneak in,

(hé is letting you know someone let him in,
because everyone was frisked and checked.)

I didn't likger in there. I didn't crouch or hide behind anyone.
I walked down those few steps,fﬂ and there was the person thate=--
I wouldn't say I saw red==-- that he was insignificant to what
My purpose was, :

.‘.,4
¥
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Ruby
Did you tak to Mr, McWillie? I am sure you have.

Voice
Yes

Ruby

He always wanted me to come down to Havena,Cuba. That was during
our good times. Was in harmony with our enemy of our present
time., Finally he sent me tickets to come doWnes eee. I called
him frequently because he was down there, and he was the lust
person to loave, when they had to leave,

The only other association with him was, there was a gentleman
here that sells guns. He was a 1ittle worried about the new
regims coming in, and evidently wanted some protection. He .
called me., He wanted some four little Cobra guns---- big shipment.

Now, the reason I am telling you these things, I never knew Lee
Harvey Oswald, The first time I ever have seen him was the time

in the assembly room when they brought him out, ‘when he had some
sort of a shiner o his eye. : ; ;

(Two more men have entered the room while
Ruby is talking. He is watching them.
Stops talking. Looks at Warren)

Chief Justice Warren==--- who is the new gentleman, may I ask?
(pointing to Storey)

" Rankin

(with one of his few: lines in the play)
It tells you who controls the Commission)
Ruby asked Warren. Rankin answerse.

THIS IS MR._STOREY FROM YOUR COMMUNITY, A LAWYER WHO IS WORKING .

WITH THE ATTORNEY GINERAL, and Ix Jaworski, - IN_GOI ECTION
Wl i {3 WORK B COMMISQIUN 80 thai'!. W1LL BE
SATISPFIZ AS = QUALIT

work done INSOFAR AS THE STATE
OF TEXAS IS CONCERNED, _

(Ruby just shakes his head
in wonder.) -
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Ruby
(continuing his account)

There was no one near me when I walked down that ramp. The
time I sent the money order wasd 11l:17. That is the timing when
I left the Western Union. Oswald was shot at 1ll:22.

You wouldn't have time enough to have any conspiracy, to be self-
8aving, to mingle with the crowd.

Screen or reader

This is a poor argument. VWhy would Ruby use the Western Union
diredtly across from the jaille..... When he left his apartment
that morning he told his room -mate, George Senator, that he
"was going to shoot Oswald."

If he had time to "mingle", somebody might have recognized him
and removed him, . :

R

“ Ruby
(acting out the scene, as if in a Western S
movie) - :

I had the gun in my right hip pockeb, and impulsively, if that
is the correct word here, I saw him, and thgt is all I can say.

And I didn't care what happened to me, I think I used the words,
"You killed my President, you rat." The next thing, I was '
down on the floor, s

I sagid, "I am Jack Ruby. You all know me."
Warren

"I will go back to the original question that I asked you. Did
you ever know Oswald?

Jester .

He answered thet once. We also decided you did not have to know -
somebody to erase them. I can think of a lot of better questions

than that. - : v

Rub
(now he jumpsyaroundxa little. Might
as well make it all sound clear, as
long as there is not protection or
real interest cominge. .

Remember=---all these Commission men
just sitting around, half asleep)

No; - let me add-=--- you are fefreshing my mind about a few things.

(This is comical, because they have not said
one word,) ) ;







Ruby
(trying to get serious again)

There is a certain qxégnigiﬁion in this area=--- that has been
indoctrinated, that am the one that was in the plof to
' assassinated our President.

Rankin
(as if he did not lknow this)

Jould you tell us what that 13?

Ruby
The John Bireh Society. Friday nisht I stopned at the post:
office to find # number of this Bernard Weissman.
Rankin
Did you know him before that?
= Ruby
Never knew him. I even inquired with the man in charge of where
you purchase boxes, . and ST EETATT I T STER T this box?"
-Jester

go posgal clerks work at .the window in Dallas between L4:30 and
BeM, : :

Rankin
Did you know officer Tippit?
: § Ruby

I knew there were three Tippits on the force. The only one I
Ynew used to work for the special services, and I am certain
this wasn't the Tippit, this wasn't the man,

Reader .

What kind of an answer is that, "I am certain this wasn't the man?"
Ruby was at the jail every day, or with members of the police
departrent, Friday night Oswald was being accused of killing an
Officer Tippit. Wouldn't Ruby have inquired if it was his friend?

He has had seven months to find out which Tippit it was.




Rankin

There was a story that you were seen sitting in your Carousel
Club with My, Weissman, Officer Tippit, the one that was
murdered, and another who has been called a rich oil man, at
one time shortly before the assassination. Can you tell us
anything about that? ~

Ruby .
(long pause-answers the :
question with a question)

Who was the rich o0il man? T

Rankin

Can you remember? Ve haventt been told. Ve are Jjust trying to
find out anything that you know about him.

Ruby -
(playing a cool game)

I am the one that made such a big issue of Bernard Weissman's ad.
Maybe you do things to cover up, if you are capable of doing it.

. Rankin

This Welssman and the rich oil man, did you ever have a
conversation with them?

Ruby

There was only a few. There is Bill Howard, but he is not a rich
oil man. He used to dabble in oil, ;

1

Warren

This story was given by a lawyer by the name of Mark Lene. He
testified that someone had given him information to the effect that
a week or two before President Kennedy was assassinated, that
in your Carousel Club eeeesse you and Weissman and Tippit,
Officer Tippit, the one who was killede.... and a rich oil
man had an interview or conversation for an hour or. two.

We asked him who it was,tﬁat told'him, and he said that it was
confidential, He would find out for us_whether he could be :
released or not from his confidential relationship,

Ruby i
(laughing-for the first time)

Isn't that foolish? If a man 1s pabriotic enough in the first place,
who am I to be concerned if he wasn't an informer.

i A P WL e e o e Sl T3
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Ruby

I am encarcerated, nothing to be worried about anyone hurting
me. -

Reader

The persons giving this 1nformation was not concerned with hurting
RubYeeeee..o. He did not want himself hurteee.es There have been
curious deaths in Dallas occuring to persons having informationes...
and the Testimony is full of threats,

Warren

Mr. Ruby. I am not questioning your story at all., I wanted you
to kmow the background of this thing. I DID FEEL THAT OUR RECORD
SHOUID SHOW THAT WE WOULD ASK YOU THE QUESTION AND THAT YOU
WOULD ANSWER IT, AND YOU HAVE ANSWERED IT.

' Screen
(Bright colored questioh marks flash on and off)

"Jester:

The record may show you asked the question. The record may
not show he "answered it" in any manner at all,

Ruby

No; I am as innocent regarding sny conspiracy as any of you
gentlemen in the rooMeecscccces

- ;
PR
g B he 3

1
That is probadbly true

Ruby )
I don't want anything to be run over lightly. (joke)

Screen

Nothing could be lighter than the information we received about .
Ruby, Tippit, Weissman, and the oilman.

Ruby z
(very self confident now. He :
can handle any question, with

the help of the Commission, if

this is what they want, He still

is not quite sure that is what
- he wantod. )



|- 30

Ruby

I want you to dig into it with any biting, any question that
might embarrass me.

Rankin ‘
(next brilliant quest;on]

You have never bee n connected with the.pommdnis% Party ?

Ruby
(short, quick)

. Never have. All I have ever done in my life--- I had a very

rough start in life, but anything I have done, I at least try
to do it in good taste , whatever I have been active in.

"Screen .

Like chasing a man with brass knuckles, or throwing him down
the stairs.

Rankin

There was a story that you had a gun with you during the showup
that you described in the large room there,

Ruby )
(laughing again,

I will be honest with you, I 1 ied about it., It isn't so,

I didn't have a gun. BUT IN ORDER TO MAKE MY DEFENSE MORE
ACCURATE, TO SAVE YOUR LIFE, THAT IS THE REASON THAT STATEMENT
WAS; MADE, : 3 .

Reader
(From sidélines-like the jester)

How do you make a defense " more accurate" Dby telllng a lie?

ess-ee And if you tell one lie to'save your 1life", couldn't you
tell two or more?

" Rankin

I think it would be quite helpful to the Commission if you could

tell, as you recall it, just what you said to Mr.Sorrells and
the others after the shooting of Lee Harvey Oswald.

. ey et i



'Reader
(mocking the question)

I think it is unimportant what Mr. Ruby said aftér he shot
Oswald. It was the act of shooting, not the words, that
must be investigated.

Ruby

There were incorreét-stateménts made. -

Ruby

Ray Hall was the first one that interrogated me. He wanted to

know my whole background. I already confessed, and all it took

is one sentence why I did iteees I Jmow in my right mind, as

I said before, who else could have timed it so perfectly by seconds.

If it were timed that way, then someone in the police department
is guilty of giving the information as to when Lee Harvey
Oswald was coming downe

(looks at all the men's faces in the
row of chairs.)

I never inguired what time is Lee Harvey Oswald coming Gown. .
Because really, & man in his right mind would never ask that
question.eececee T never called the man by any obscene name,
because as I stated earlier, there was no malice inime.

Reader 52
(laughs=-opens arms wide)

Always the perfect gehtleman. He only killed him, never called
him a name.

Ford

It has peen alleged that you went out to Parkland Hospital, -

Ruby
No; I didn't go there. My sisters asked me.

Reader :

Ask Mrs, Tice. She was harrassed and threatened for her life
the day before she was to testify before the Varren Commission.
Jack Ruby's sisters had both been to her house to see her.

Volume XV




Warren )
(looks at his watch,about
to wind up.)

Congressman, do you have anything further?

" Ruby : v
(shocked-yet half teasing)

You can get more out of me. Let!s not break ﬁp too soon.

‘Pord

When you got to Havana, who met you in Havana?
Reader "
(pruns center stage-roars with laughter)

Now there is a great question. He went to Havgna for a few
days in 1959ees..., Batista was in charge of Hgvana,..Ruby
met with a few chorus girlSeese... Assuming he were the most
notorious spy in the world, what difference would it make
who met him at the airBortZ Spy would not meet spy in
broad daylight at the “avana airport? : :

(runs off-shaking his head)

Warren
(rubbing his head)

Now you said there were some other things. Would you mind telling
us anything you have on your mind? ;

Ruby
(caustic)
No. Dbecause as I said earlier, you seem to have RBotten the

juicy part of the story up to now in the various spasmodic way
of my telling it. -

. (walks to Warren again)
How valuable am I to you to give you all this information? (laughs)

Warren iy
(answers sersiously.No sense-of humor.
No information at all)

How .valuable is rather an indefinite term, I think the report
would have been deficient if it had not been for this interview
we had with you. '
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Reader
(tumbles across stage=-pops up)

You can say that again and again.

Ruby
(going in for one more try)

The only thing is this., If I cannot get these tests you give,
it is pretty haphazard to tell you THE THINGS I SHOULD TELL YOU.

Rankin

It isn't entirely clear how you feel that your family and you
yourself arelthreatened by your telling what you have to the
Cormission, How do you come to the conclusion that they might
be killed? ;

Ruby

Well, assﬁming that some persons gre accusing me falsoly of
being part of the plote==-= . 3

Rankin
By that, you mean a party to the plot of Oswald?

Rﬁby
That I wan party to a plot to silence Oswald.

Warren

I think I can say to you that there has been no‘. witness before
the Coumission out of the hundreds we have questioned vwho has
claimed to have any personal knowledge that you were a party

to any conspiracy to kill our Presidceat. .

by

YeS; but you don't know our: area here.

1 just wanted to say this to you.. If certain people have the
meansee.s.. and want to gain something to their owm use, they
will make ways to present certain~ things that I do look
guilty. '

=k
i — e <Al 04T N it ¥ 0,
-




1-40

Ruby

Through certain falsehoods that have been sald about me to other
people, the John Birch Society, I am as good as guilty as the

accused assassin of President Kennedy.. How can you remedy that,
Mr. Warren? Do any of you men have any ways of remedying that?

(walks back and forth,looks -into

each of their faces., His face shows that
nothing is making an impression.Not a
sound from the men in the-room)

Mr. Bill Decker said be a man and speak up. I am making a
statement now that I may not live the next hour when I walk out
of this room. '

Now, it is the most fantastic story you have ever heard in a
1ifetime. Unfortunately, Chief Earl Warren, had you heen around 5
or 6 months ago, and immediately the President would have gotten
ahold of my true story, a €ERTAIN ORGANIZATION :

: ; (screen)
As he talks, flash on a picture of the cover of American
Opinion,March,1964. ; = :

Ruby continues

wouldn't have so completely’formed now; so powerfully.' to use me
because 1 am of the Jewlsh extraction, Jewish faith, to commit
tne most dastardly crime that has ever been committed.

Jester
Stop, Jack, wait a minute, I think I know what you mean.

(runs over to the bookshelf, graps
two volumes, comes back, and sits on
a stool he pulls up center stage.

Actors on stage freeze temporarily.)

Yes, he 1s right. He,ls holpg.psed. I remember reading
in Volume XV and XX the testimony and exhibits of Professor
Oliver frome==-- of all places---- the University of Ill.

The professor wrote for American Opinion, was a founder of the
John Birch Soclety along with Robert Welch and goes all around
the country every chance he gets spreading rumors, hate, and
unverified statements. Buby is right about what he said.
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Jester

What does he say? What 1s the Soclety printing and listening too?
Here are a few wxcerpts from his speeches. -

T
(looks at Volume XX, reads)

Jack Leon Rubenstein, who in 1947 changed his name,is Jack Ruby.

I have been informed that the name Rubenstein is a common name among
the Jews, +sees0swald's supervisor in the attempt to murder
General Wglker was none other than the Jakob Rubenstein,alias Ruby,
who later killed Oswald.......Oswald started walking to the
apartment when he falled to make connections with another Communist
agent.... ceen

talking,not reading

and if that isn't enough he tries to sell America,through articles,
that Oswald at the age fifteen began his Communist career with
a booklet put out h{ the " Rosenberg committee of the Bronx."

Even Bernard Welssman, the rat who placed that Wanted for Treason
ad in the Dallas newspaper, testified before the Warren Commission
that"his name was chosen for the bottom of that slander because
"IT WAS A JEWISH NAME." For that, he drove 3,000 miles to Texas
then back to New York, when the John Blrch Society who paid for it
did not sign iheirhown names.

1

(gets off the stool. puts the books back.
is very angrey)

These meﬁ used those sick, confused Jews in order to eventually
be able to throw thelr names around as being traitors to America.

(Jester goes off,sits down,pulls stool
aways Jack and others take ovexr where
he 1nterrupted)

Ruby (talking to Warren)

Can you understand now in visualizing what happened, what
powers, whet momentum has been carried on to create this feeling
against my: people, against certaln people that were against
them prior to their power?

(looks disgusted----lost---still no response)
puts his face right into Warrens almost spits
at him) '

That goes over your head, doesn't 1t?

Warren

Well, I don't quite get the f1ull signficance of it,Mr.Ruby.Il know
what ydu feel about the John Circh Society.






Ruby -

Very pgwerful. ;e

VWarmren

I think it is powerful, ies 1t do. : Of course, I don't have
all the information that you feel you have on the subject.

Ruby
(informing arren, who should know)

Unfortunafely, you don't have. Because it is too late. And
I wish that our beloved President, Lyndon Jounson, would have
delved deeper into the situation, hear me, not to accent just

_eircumstantial facts about my guilt or innocence, and would N

have questioned to FIND OUT THE TRUTH ABOUT ME BEFORE HE
RELINQUISHEQA”CERTAIN POWERS TO THESE CERTAIN PEOPLE.

" Warren .

I don't know what power yoﬁ believed he relinquished.

Ruby.

A vhole new form of governme i i e over our countrye.

It is a serious situation. I guess it is too late to stop it,
isn't 1t? e 2R -

i :
Ford (stands up,turns around) " ’

Are there any questions that ought to be asked to help clarify
the situation that you described?

Screen- fIashes

_ Ruby
If you don't take me back to Washington tonight to give me a chance
to prove to the President that I am nol guilty, - then you will
see the most tragic‘thing that will ever happen.

And if you don't have the power to take me back, I won't be
around to be able to prove my innocence or guilt.

Maybe something can be saved, something can be done. What have
you got to answer to that, Chief Justice Warren?



Ford

Is.there anything more you .can tell us if you went back
to ‘ashington?

Ruby
(quizzical. look,

Yes; are you sincere in wanting to take me back?
J ¢

. Ford :
Vile are most intercsted in all. the information you have.

(no more is said from Mr. Ford.
He is not that interested to
comment, even after he asked the

ion?
(after hié%ﬁm%}gﬁﬁ%e remarks, he turns around,sits down
again with back to audience-looks forward,not even at Ruby)

Ruby

A1l I kmow is maybe something can be saved. Becawe right now :
am being used as a scapegoat, ~and there is no greater weapon
that you can use to create a falsehood about some of the Jewish
faith, especially at the terrible heinous crime sauch as the
killing of President Kennedy. ; :

0 ' '
(very sprious,seems,sincere)

Now maybe somcthing can be.sayed. It may not be too late,
whatever happens, if our President, 'Lyndon Johnson, knew the
truth froMm Meeeceseces DbDUbssseecssself I am eliminated, there
won't be any way of knowing. (looks at Tonahill, lloore)

-

Tonehill
Wno do you think is going to eliainate you, Jack?

Ruby

I have been used for a purpose, and there will be a certain
tragic occurrence happening if you don't take my testimony and
somehow vindicate me so my people don't suffer because of what
I have fone.

Warren

Ve have taken your testimony.. It will be recorded for all
to see. That is the purpose of our coming here today.
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(Ruby is confused and broken. They took
only what he wanted to tell without full
protection to tell more.)

Ruby
.(exhausted)

You have lost. me though. You have lost me, Chief Justice
Warrene.

Warren
Lost you in what sense ?7-
_ Ruby
I won't be around for you to come and question me again.
I want to telll the truth.... and then I want to leave this

world. But 1 don't want my people to be blamed for sonething
that is untrue, that they claim has happened.

Warren.
lir, Ruby, I promise you that you will be able to take such a
test. Suppose you list for us, if you can, the questions

that you would like to have asked of you on the polygraph.
Ruby
YTou are telling me to do these things--—Fthese things are

going to be promised, . but you see they aren't going to let
me do these thingSeseseeee k

Reader

How did Ruby know.so well that what he tells the Chief Justice .

is true?, They, whoever'"they" érg, will not. Jack . Ruby
write his questions. And I am not sure sure he really wants “..
to talk under these uninteresgsgby circumstances.

(breaks down and cries--sees the
hopeless predicament he is ine-
with nobody but himself to blame)
They are all in this together.

You have a lost cause,f Earl Warren. You don't stand a chance.
They fecl about you like they do about me, Chief Justice 'arren.

(you cen't appease these people,
they both tried to play the game.)
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-Ruby

Warren)

(to

I shouldn't hurt your feelings in tellin;you that.

Warren

That won't hurt my feelings, Dbecause I have had some
evidence-of the feeling that some people have concerning me.

. Ruby
But you are the only omne that can save me. 1 THINK YOU CAN.

Warren
Yes?
Ruby
But by delaying minutes, you lose the chance. And all I want

" to do is tell the truth, and that is all.

Warren

I am afraid we have tired Ir. Ruby. Ve have had him here for
cose to L hours now. i/e appreciate your patience and your
willingness to testify in this manner for us.

Ruby
A1l I want to do is tell the truth..... and the only way you
can know it is by the polygraphee.... that is the only way you
can know ite. j ' .

Warren ' s

That we will do for. you.

.

y Reader
( he talks as the men go through the motions
of departing)

The members of the Warren Commission are leaving now. They may
return to Washington. The Texas delegation. will return to
their homes. Ruby will return to his cell. The long dream

is over, as if it never hapoenedesésss o questions asked, na
protection offeredecsces.. €acCh lkmowing only what he knew before.
end nothing more.

, R~ GO 10 b Po







ACT II..

The polygraph test takes place in the same room
where the interview in Act I was conducted. This
time there is a space of wall removed to show
Mr, Alexander and Tonahill on the other side.

Furniture is arranged with a chair for the polygraph
test and the necessary equipment.

The book shelf with' the Reports and Testimony can
remain. : ‘

The reader will again act as a jester, making
coments, trying to stir questions and imagination
of the audience. Sometime he is funny, tumbles,
jumps around or makes faces. He can sit on the floor,
lean against the wall, jump on & stool. He runs on,
runs back. Other times he is very serious and talks
"straight"to the audience.
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ACT II

Jester-same as called Reader
in script

Enters stage, goes to shelf, takes out Volume . .

XXVI, turns to page 169, goes back to stool,
and begins to talk,

H1 Everybody, welcome to the circus. See the lion and the clowns,
and the tiger run around. WHAT AN HISTORIC MOMENT!84!!!!!The old
pro is-going on record, after a succession of rehearsals and
reruns, with as smooth a tale as ever told for ‘sweet innocent ears.

That Chief Justice of ours 1s certainly one for keeping his word.
This is. the moment o0ld Jack waited fore=--- - to clear the Jews of

any part in the conspiracy, and to come out clean himself at the
same time.

He knew enough to feel a little guilt for being used. Yet, when the
cards were down, there was always the chance that he could do a
little better out of -the whole thing.

BUT

before the fun begins, there was little hitoh to discussiwith you.
It seems as if Henry Wade, Bistrict Attorney in ballas, had
"somé interest in what was going to be asked and answered by Ruby,

Not that his men wouldn't be present again, but the ground rules
were s2t in a speclal delivery ailr mall letter to Mr. Lee Rankin
in Washington just three days before they all got together.

(opens the Volume and reads)

"Dear Mr. Rankin,

I have been informed that the Warren Commission 1s anticipating
the giving of a polygraph test to Jack .Ruby in the near future,
AND WE HAVE NO OBJECTION TO SUCH R HIS
ACTIVITIES FROM TH ON OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY

(looks up and talks)

Now, -he went on and said they could cover whether or not he knew
Oswald or had any assistance in committing the crime. He even gave
them permission to cover '"our evidence" of premeditation.

Get the picture? Conditions set==-
There 1s only one thing you must remember. Any plot, if it was a
plot to silence Oswald, was planned much longer than Friday,
Saturdgy or Sunday of the week of the assassinatlion.

<
R e
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Reader
(Hen are entering the room. They
come in one at a time. As they come,
reader announces their names, and
their reason for being there.)

Mr. Arlen Specter, assistant counsel 6f the President's
¢ommission. You remember Mr. Specter from the interview
a few weeks ago with Mr. Ruby.

Mr. Joe Fowler, chief ~tounsél for Jack Ruby. He wasn't counsel
very long. A month after he entered the case, the polygraph was
given. lir. Fowler was firedsfor not stopping the polygraph

test by Earl Ruby, ~the brother of Jack Ruby. (sits nearest Ruby)

Mr., Joe Tonahill eeseeseces. you remember Mr. Tonsahill, the note
passer, from before. :

hr.dllliam Alexander...Assistant District Attorney. Lait time

we met with Mr. Ruby, Mr. Bowie represented the District Attorney's
office with his presenceeesqs. Today Ilir, Alexander, who not

too long ago argued for the death of Jack Rubyes.. is joining us.

Mr. Allan Sweat, Chief criminal deputy and polygraph operator
for Dallas County, Texas. The F.B.I. conducted the polygraph
test. We still are not quite sure why Mr.3¥eat's presence was
necessary. The amount of persons present effects the results

+.of these tests.

Mr. Bell P. Herndon, polygraph operator and special agent of the
F.B.I. . ;

Mir. James VWood,  special agent of the F,B,J. He does not usually
familiarize himsell wi e p grap. procedure, but today

he is here " to help Mr. Herndon .

And dgain we have Miss Odell Oliven, our lovely court reporter.

.

Specter “

Those currently present may remain while the polygraph operator ’
explains the questions to Mr. Rubye... and then everyone would
leave the room except the 'operators, court reporter, and I.ee.e

(pause)
The question now subject to being resolved is the issue of
whether anyone will be present from the Sheriff's office.



Specter ST

I think all your objections and comments about this proceeding
should go on the record.

Fowler: '

Let me first suggeste.... why don't I discuss this with Jack?
If he insists, I canit hold him back. Let me step down and chat
with him a few minutes, '

(leaves the room)

Reader
(comes center stage)

You see, Ruby and his lawyer received ‘no advanced notice of the i
arrival of the Polygraph agents. Ruby had wanted Dr. Tanay s e
present. Rugy had attacked Belli's defense, <feeling the jury

was never given the relevant and pertinent facts. There was no

time for Ruby's to "prepare"e...... whatever that involved...if

he was so 1lilly white.

(goes back to: stool)

Fowler
(runs back breathless)

He says he's going to take this test regardless of his lawyers,
. he says, "By God, I am going to take the test."

Fonahill

Well, you lmow the law is in his favor_and that he is presumed
to be !same, and there can't be anybodyhspeak for him but himself.

Fowler

{
Well, I won't want to go back there then.!

Tonahill
If he ever gets his hands on you, they'll let him have it.

‘Specter

I have requested Sheriff Decker to.have a physician standing by
if he needs medical attention.






Specter
(talking to Fowler)

With respect to your request that the results of the tests be
held confidential, the Commission ' has heretofore on other
questionS......refused to make any advance commitment....because
of the nature of its responsibility to make the final decision
on DISCLOSING or NOT DISCLOSINGee..... what it concludes is _in
the_public _interest. Or, stated differently, the Cormission
just wont be committed. The results of this examination will
not be disclosed to anyone until the Commission itself has

reviewved the results and makes a decision.

.

Fowler
i

e strenuosly request that this matter not be released to the
presse. <

~ Sheriff Decker
(enters the room, adresses Mr.
Fowler) vi-n waiiiba.)

Jim Kerr caught you making a 50 yerd dash and they are circling
around downstairs and Jim Kerr is just going in circles wanting
to know what Clayton Fowler is doing up in the jail.

(exits}

Fowler

Our request that this matter be held stricly confidential is
because it is given at the request’ of the Commission and for

the benefit of the Commission , and we feel that the Commission
and only the Commission should have this information.

Before any of it is released for public comsumption or private
consumption, No.l, the sheriff's office, the district attorney's
office, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, or any other

agency of the Government outside the Warren Commission----that -
we be told that this is going to be done. : |

J
Specter

You will be notified in advance of any publication if in fact
the Commission ultimately decides to make such a publication.

Reader
(runs out-confused-scratches head)

Is that what he requested, "advance notice of publication"?



Fowler

I would like the record to show that I as Jack Rubj's attorney

advised him not to take the test, and that if he did so he would be

doing it against the advice'of his attorrdy.... the advice of

his family.... and that notwithstanding this, Jack said he
had requested this and he insisted on the testesecsee We do
respectfully request that the Commission not disclose any of the
questions that will be submitted to Jack Ruby to any other:
person other than the operatorse.... the investigator for

- the Commissione.....« and his attorneys present.

1IORE SPECIFICALIY..... that these guestions not be given

to anyone connected with the Dallas Sheriff's Office, The
Dallas F.B.I, the Dallas District Attorney's OfficC€ececccecsce
specifically (swinging his arms out to Mr. Alexander).e.ee.

to lir, Bill Alexander, who is present in the room at this time,
and lir, Sweatt, who is present in the room representing the
Dallas Sheriff's Office.

Specter
-~ (gives a poor excuse for their presence)

With ﬁospect to the recquest that none of the questions be made
available to anybody from the Dallas Police Department, or the
Dallas District Attorney's Office, or the Dallas Sheriff's
OffiCCeesoees.s The Commission's position on that is.e.e.if

the questions are submitted in advance to the counsel for the
defendent, there is equal standing on the part of the State

to have similar treatment.

" Reader ,
" (again qonfused)

I don't know what he means when he'says "on the part of the State."

The information Jack Ruby implied he wanted to talk about, he
made very clear, was not their concern. It was between him

end the Commission. The polygraph test is not a trial. It

was intended by Mr. Ruby to supply information the Commission
may wish to know,

Once more our Commission is closing the avenues of communication.

Specter

: (continues- very matter of fact)
The questions to be asked of Mr. Ru»y would be set forth so
that he would understand them fully with the other people present.
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Specter

Then, it was the Commission's view that everybody should
-leave the room except for the two special agents of the F.BI.
administering the test, the court reporter, and me.

Sheriff.:Decker has insisted that a member of his staff be
present as custodian of the bedy of Jack Ruby, since he has
that responsibilityeses.. It is hot ysét determined who that
will be. 1

" Tonahill
(Changes subject entirely.Still
: ., not resolved about Sheriff's
' office.)

Mr. Fowler and I have talked witg the various psychiatrists,
each of whom fecls that because Yack Ruby is of unsound nind and
mentally ill, this polygraph test is a mistake and would
produce nothing by way of an accurate result of deception, truth,
or conclusiveness in any regard and feel that it should not be
made.

Jester-reader

(elowms around- runs around,
talks,sits down)

¥hat is all this fuss..;about? For goodness sakes, what do they
ggink zs going to happen? .eeeess. He sounded pretty sane last
timeo TR .I‘emember?

Tonahill

Butss.. even though he is of unsound mind, does not lmow right
from wrong, , is mentally ill, his condition could grow worse
without it,l and in the interests of satisfying everyone
concerned, the Statese.e.

Screen
A large picture of Texas is rlashqg on.
Tonahill
The Nation .
. Screen
A map of the United States is flashed...
Tonahill
and the worldee..e. ,
Screen

Picture of globe of thé world spinning around.
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Tonehill (continuing)

in all probability if this polysraph test is not given, there will
be left_hanzing in the clouds certain doubts as to whether there was
a conspiracy between Ruby and others or Oswald, or whether

they. knew eachother.eeee ;

If Ruby refused to undergo a polygraph test, certainly the
Board of Pardons and Parole may look with disfavor upon the
fact and infer possible premeditation on his part in the
shoobing of Oswald. o)

Screen

Shows blue sky, white clouds floating about. In'each is the
title of a book challenging the Warren Commission.

1. Joesten "Oswald:Assassin or Fall Guy?"

2. Buchanan "Who Killed Kennedy?" ° -

The Unanswered Questions about PresidentiKennedy's

3. Fox i
Assassination" .
L. Gershenson "Kennedy and Big Business"
5. Lane "Rush to Judgemeat"
6. Bertrand Russell "Sixteen Questions about the Assassination"
7. Thomsdn "The Quest for Truth"

8.Epstein "Inquest, 9.Popkin"The Second Oswald 12.Weisberg"Whitewash
10.FPenn Jones"Forglive my Grief 11l.Sauvage -"Oswald Affair

(talks wht38°These clouds are in the sky"

The polygrabh will be given, but little clouds still float
about, _

Specter

lMay the record further show that arrangments have been made
to have Dr. Norman Beavers available. :

¥

Fowler
Let's add this Joe, that in whatever capacity or degree it
would help to substantiate that in our opinion we believe that
Jack Ruby is of unsound mind.

: (talking to Tonahill) '
I am not going to physically manhandle Jack Ruby.

Tonahill

No. Until he is declared a ward through an insanity proceedings
he is presumed able to exercise his own consent.




Specter
Let us diséuss this off the record a moment.
Screen
"Ooff the Record"
Specter, Tonahill,Fowler
(g0 off to one side out of distance of

. court reporter....tdlk...go back to
their former places)

Fowler

Put this into the record, we object to anyone from the Sheriff's
office being present. .

(Spotlight on the back of lir, chatt)
He never does leave the roomn, doesn t
even answor)

If the only.valid reason is one of sccurity, we are. within the
confines of the Dallas Jail, on 7-l, which would appear to me

to_be’'virtually escape proof. This is not for security purposes
only and we will object.

Specter
The sheriff feels that someone from his staff ought to be present.
Fowler
If the sheriff is allowed at all, he be avlowed to stand at the
door and any other exit in the building, nod to be able to view
the chart or any part of it.
“Reader

Boy, they really trust eachother. Something big must be ¢ookinge.

-.Specter
The sheriff's custodiam will be present at the door so that he
may not have access to the chart ¢eee . 1
Alexander

, At this time, for and behalf of the Dallas County District
Attorney's office, a request is made for a list of the questions
asked Jack Ruby, and that a copy of the recording by the
polygraph be furnished the district attorney's office.




Alexender

vie would also like a copy of the interpretation of the test.
iWhether or not we are given an interpretation of the test, we
do want the questions and ACTUAL TAPE OF THE POLYGRAPH MACHINE.

No kidding, Reader
T aee 00 570 @ these guys really trust eachother. He wants the
"actual tape.”
. Fouler

As attorney for Jack Ruby, I request the Warren Commission deny
the request of the Dallas district. attorney. It might and could
ei’fect the outcome of his case, now on appeal. This is a
natter between lir, Ruby and the Warren Commission onlye.

(Dr.Beavers enters the room) -

Jailér
(on entering the room)

He will be right upe.
Ruby
(follows jailer-enters)

Specter
(to Rubv)

Iir. Ruby, I am Arlen Specter. How are you today?
Ruby
Fine; how are you?

Tonahill

(treating Ruby like' a baby-introduces
Specter..l am sure Ruby remembers
him from béfore)
Jack, that's lMr. Specter of the Wearren Commission.
Specter
lir. Ruby, why don't you have a chair over here----and let me
introduce you to everybody so you will know who everybody is.

This is liiss Odell Oliver, the court - raporter, she will take
your testimony like we did before. . '

Oliver
How do- you do Mr.Ruby?

Specter
I guess you lmow Dr. Beaverseesece
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Reader

You bet he does....Dr.'wds appointed by lMr. Tonahill and Judge
Brown...and keeps insisting Ruby is "insgne." :

Sbecter
This is Mr. Wood. and lMr. Herndon, polygraph operators with

the FoBoIoooooooooo

This is lMr. Alexanderese
Reader

Things ere getting ridiculous. _Ruby knows Mr, Alexander very
well from his trial. They need no introduction.

Specter
(turning to jailer who brought
Ruby up) ,
and your name sir? 2
Jailer i
Mr., Holman, E.L.
Specter

(introducing jailer to Ruby)

This is Mr. Holman. (Reader-Jester-bursts out alughing)

The procedure is this,subject to agreement on all sides. ‘e

arc going to conduct the polygraph examination in a standard way.
which involves a series of questions, b or 9 in duration. The
questions will be explained to you in advance. He will explain
thern to you so there is no possibility of confusionessss They
won't surprise yOUeeeeeoo

Zverybody who is pregent in this rpom will be present when the
questions are discussed.

Scientifically, it's preferable to have as few people possible

at the time the éxamination is administered. Originally

we thought the only people present would be the two operators,
the court reporter,and I. Now we have lir, Holman and Dr.
Beavers. HMr. Alexander, Tonahill, and Fowler wouldn't be here.

Ruby

I

I'd rather have Mr. Fowler in prefkrence to Dr. Beavers.

Reader

Nobody bothered to explain how Mr.Sweatt was going to-dissolve
or what was to happen to him. :

Ruby
How soon will the answers be released 2
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Specter

The answers will be compiled by the F.B.I. and then they're
going to go to the Corueission, to Chief Justice Warren. 'Every-
thing is up to them as to whether they will be released, what
the releasc will be, and when it will be made.

(to Ruby-)

Ve want it perfectly plain for the record that the Commission
isn't pushinz the matter..... bat it's only in response to your
recuest. Anything you say could be used against you. Whenever

a defendent who is involved in a criminal proceeding says anything,

anything he says could be held'agdinst hin.

Alexzander

Let me explain one thing. Under Texas law, nothing Jack says
here could be used against him in Texas.

Ruby
(directing remarks to Alexander)

3i11, I'm not quarreling with that, and I know you certainly
are not going to help me, I know that.....

(talking to Specter)

Any questions you want to ask....l will answer anything without
reluctance. There's no punches to be pulled. I want to answer
anythind and everything.

dgader

Ruby's been a professional too long. Watch how he rewrites the
ticklish questions soon when they start rolling along.

Ruby ot

If I have a right.to say this, the district attorney's office
should receive whatever is .necessary in-regard to the-answers...
as I once wrote Henry Wade, it is not for publicity purposes but
only for authenticity and the trutheeesess. :

I supersede the attorney and say I'm not concerned wbout with-
holding anythihg_ . I want it to be released immediately to all -
partics concerned. '

Whoever wants to know the results---I want it to be
known, regardless of which way it turns.



-
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Specter

In view of Mr.Ruby's request, it is my view that the group is
such 2 size now that it ousht to remain as it is constituted.
at the present for both sessions. eeee. I am advised_that the
tecnnical considerations are: not persuasive as to one or tw
more people. .

(adressing Ruby) _
Is that agreeable with you, ilr. Ruby?
Ruby
(not sure),
Helle==-
Fowler

Jack, I don't think Bill can read a polygraph test, but Iwould
feel better if lir, Ale::ander were nct present.

Ruby
I don't mind everyone remaining here.
TFowler

He, in my opinion, is a perfect gentleman, but in the courtroom
he is a perfedt prosecutor. I'm thinking of you now.

Ruby

Now, I've got the monkey on my. back now.

Fowler
llell, you've got more than a monkey on your back, Jack.

(conference with Fowler and Ruby
out of hearing of reporter)

Ruby
Well, whatever my attorney suggests
: Specter
Your requeét then is that lMr.Alexander not be present?
! Ruby

Yes.




Specter

lir. Bell Hernddﬁ will now start to explain the proceedings to
you. v

Herndon
(very polite,solicitous of Ruby)

Thank you. (to lir. Specter. Finally starting after all this
needless bickering)

First of all,. I want to show you my credentials so you will know
that I am a special agent from the FBI.

(could make this very funny-have a long wallet of
credit cards in a plastic folder- pours through
them, shows Ruby the F.BI card, and Ruby nods)

(points to Mr Wood)

Special Agent wood 1is not actually a polygraph examiner, but |
he is here to assist me in this examination. Is that all right?

(reader-jester on side makes a
funny face)

Prior to any polygraph examination we have a consent form I want
to read to yoUe...."'Consent to Interview with Polygraph. I, Jack
L,Buby" : '

(holds it up,as if reading it)

You sign it as you usually sign, but do you want to read it
any further, sir? :

Ruby
I'11 just sign it.

(Herndon and Wood are getting equipment
ready)

( Ruby adresses Tonahillj

Did you get your pants sewed up, Joe?

Tonahill
It went through my leg.

Ruby

That was a pretty rough brawl we had, wasn't it, Joe?

Tonahill
Yes
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Ruby

Joe, I'd appreciate.it if you weren't in the rocme Can I ask
you to leave, Joe?

| Tonahill

I'11 be glad to leave, if you want me to, Jack.

Ruby

As a matter of fact, I prefer Bill Alexander to you, and you're
supposed to be my friend. s

Tonahill
Let the record show that lir. Ruby says he prefers Bill Alexander
being here during this investigation, who is the assistant
district attorney vho asked that a jury give him the death
sentence, to myself, who asked the jury to acquit him...
his attorney. ‘

- Herndon
\looking at Tonahill)

llay we proceed? Mr. Ruby, before we begin anything, I want ya
to try to relax. I realize there is somé tension here.

Rﬁby

.What is the preference of the doctor being here? Is he supposed
to be my ‘doctor, I mean Dr. Beavers?

Specter’

Mr. Ruby, he is here at the request of lir. Toriahill.

At this time, I have the authority to administer an oath to
you. .

(Ruby stands up) '
Do you solmenly swear that the answers and information you shall
give in this proceeding will be the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth?

Ruby
I do

(asking Herndon) i

There was some newspaper items recently that brought up the fact
that I was of unsound mind. Do I sound that way-to you at the
present time?

Herndon

I don't feel that I am qualified to make any statement in that
regard.

—— - —————————— i — G = e o b e



Would you care to sit over here, lMr,
explain the test to you? :
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Herndon

Ruby gets into ghair for test)

This is a polygraph chair. We want to take advantage of these
high arms so that we can get a better tracing.

I want to proceed by hooking up some of these pieces of equipment.

(Indicating arms of the chair)

Now, . rerove the material you have in your pocket.

(Ruby reaches in, hands them to Fowler)

I +ill go shead and give you some basic instructions about how
these questions are going to be asked and how I want you to

ansver them,

Alpight

Ruby

R
2

Herndon

The polygraph examination will entail approximately 8 or 9

cuestions---wvhat we call a series.

even answer the question at this timeeeecse Answpr it "yes" or

I.'l'lo.“ .

I am gzoing to ask several questions which are pertinent to the
Bormission's investigationeeees...l Will also ask several which
just deal wiih your identity, background, and name. Those

arc the two types I will ask. :

The use of the screen or the jester to
indicate what the appropriate question should
have been asked--=- 1is not clear in my mind.
I feel the audience is not fully aware of the
wealtnesses in the questions that follow, and
nay think them pertinent or adequate. It may
be that I am under-estimated the audience.

I will add the comments where I think they
are needed. They ean always be eliminated
later.. & increased later if they are helpful.

Now, the first question I'm soing‘to ask you under series 1l is
" Did you Ilmow Oswald before November 22, 19637".

Ruby, and I wiil further i

We will discuss the question,
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Herpdon

Another question that 1 4i11 ask in sories l'will be;
"Did you assist Oswald in the Assassination?"

Screen

If the answer o . the first question is "no", the second becomes
rneaninglesse. g

Ruby was in the Times Hepald Building at the time of the Assassin-
ation. A

It has not yet peen established that Oswald was the "assassin."

Herndon

I tried ¥o make them as short as possible and as clear as possible.
"Did you take any medication this mopging?"

I will ask you, "Did you volunterily request this test?"

T will ask a rather obvious question of identity, "Is your first
naric Jack? Is your last name Ruby?"

I'm going to ask,"Do_you use the middle name Leon?"

I will ask you this question, "Have you ever been arrested?"
I nean, prior to the shooting of Usiald. i

Ruby

Iive never been involved in a crime, so it you've been arrested
for selling beer after hours, does that gualify as an answer too?

Herndon :

Well, I mean offending a law that's on the recordeces... Now
if you have something in doubt in your mind of how to answer,
just refrain, . and.we'll go.: backe.

{ Herndon hooks up the -equipment-a rubber tube
on his chest....talks as he attches)

Sit perfectly relaxéd, straight in ydur chair, feet flat on 7
the floor. The next thing I will put on will be on your hand..
He looks at Ruby's hand where he is to
attach instrument.Sees a finger missing)

What happened there, Iir. Ruby?

Ruby : {
Ch, running a nightclub‘you get involved in various altercations.
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(Ruby is so genteel with his "altercation'.
He makes "running a 2lub" sound as if he
were peeling potatoes)Actually, Ruby was
always involved with violence. .

Reader :
(runs center, laughs)

1n Volwie XV Edward Pullman recalls how Ruby talked about when he
was working for the Union back in Chicago days and lost his finger

in a Tightsecenssse It Was shot off."

! 4 :
In Volume XV Mr. T.M.Hansen, Jr. said that "Ruby had a finger bitten
off at the Silver Spur in Dallas. The boy "got a load and spit it
out in the street". '"lever paid much attention to that. We had

stuff like that going on all the time. If it wasn't a finger,

it was an ear or something."”’

(returns to side)

(While this is being said about Ruby's finger,
Herndon is attaching the instruments) .

Ruby
(looking at Wood)

that is your name, please, sir?
Wood

lood. I'm with the FBI.

Ruby

¥
-

Where is Shanklin, I thought he was supposed to be here? Isn't
lir., Shanklin the chief? :

(novody answers Ruby)

Specter

A1l right, I think those who are going to leave should leave
"now so that we arc ready to. go as soon as your instrument is
in tune.,

(lr. Alexander leaves the room;
Stands behind plastic on other )
side. - = ’

Ruby

If Tonahill is goiné to be here---I don't believe he's =--I know
Bill Alexander is my friend so he can stay, but Joe is supposed
to be my friend. . :



I have nothing
to gaine
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Ruby

(Again very affirmative,as he
was in last act)

‘to gain by Doe being here, because I nave nothing

Fbwler

All right, 21l right. Then, we will ask Joe and lMr.Alexander

to step oute.

(Alexander was standing in doorway.Came
back through door,was listening)

Ruby
(To Alexander)

Now, :Bill, dgn't say I didn't request you, now?

Herndon

I'm going to ask you just the questions that we discussed before

and that's all

Ruby ¢
(surprised)

You mean that's all?

Herndon
(reassuring)

Ho; this is just series 1, kr.Ruby

Ruby

All right. Believé me, . I know the answers, so you can ask me

as {ast as you

like.

Herndon

The test will now begin

_ answer rapidly, in exacgerated speed because

"Is your
"Is your
"Did you
"Did you

(I will duplicate the questions for the first
few series to show how they run, then will
eliminate duplication after a few sets.,

}ip. Herndon 'can .ask them very rapidly,Ruby

we heard’ them once--and they are easy)

first name Jack?"
"yeS" L
last name Ruby? ‘
"yesn '
xoluntarily request this test? }
es n |
¥now Oswald before November 22, 1963?" : |
Ilno n | "
§



f

"Do you use the middle name Leon?"
r "I don't use it" ) .
"Did you assist Oswald in the Assassination?"

"1'10"

. "Have you ever been.arrested?"
1 n K
yes
"Did you take any medication this morning?"
no
"Have you”anSﬁered all my questions truthfully?"
yes '

The first series is over..... That wasn't too bad, sir, was it?
Could you explain. the middle name?

Ruby

I don't use it. Once you nave it on your driver's license, you
have to have it the same way. :

Herndon :
vhat went in your mind when you enswored the question "yes" to
"Have you ever becn arrested’? '

Ruby :
Well, I was arrestod for dancing after curfew.

(Alexander and Tonahill come back
into a room) i

Herndon

We will proceed with series 2..... I will go over these questions
so you will understand them.

"ire you now a member of the Communist Party?"
Ruby .
s

llnoll

Henrdon

"Have ycu ever been a member of the Communist Party?"

Ruby ' T

n n

no
Herndon

"Are you now a member of any group that ‘advocates the violent
overtarow of the United States Government?"

Ruby

no -
Herndon

"Have you ever been a member of any group-that advocates the
violent overthrow of the United States Government?"

Ruby

no
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Herndon

"Jere you born in Chicago?"
Ruby
"y es n
Herndon

"Did you ever make a false official statement?" I mean here an
application for a permit, insurance, legal or semilegal form.

Ruby
"nO"

Herndon
"You were born 1911?" :
"yesll Ruby

(Alexander and Tonahill leave the room;
Seen being plastic door each time,

Reader

These same questions were asked in this second series, the same
answers were given by kr. Ruby.

(Alexander and Tonahill back in room)
(This goes on throughout almost all

the test. Then they remain for the
grand finale which they word them-
selves.)

Herndon

iie shall now proceed to what we call series No.3. Illere again,
the questions are intermixed, some rather pertinent, others
general,

"Between the assassination and the shooting, did anybody you
now tell you they knew Oswald?

3éstet

This question has no meaning. It would be possible, in discuss=-

int Ehe Assassination, that somebody in Dallas could say,"I ooy

hine. ¥ ? :
Ruby

"no

Herndon

"Did you tell anyone that you were thinking of shooting Oswald
before you did it?" :
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Ruby

. ¥
- Yes=--~- I take that. back. Sunday morning---I1 went to
elaborate on that---before * left my apartment. Ask me that
question again, ; ' :

Reader and Screen (he runs fbrward'talks runs back)
Nowl watch: . .2 See what happens to this question before it
is reworded and finally acceptable for an answer.

2 - :
Herndon

Let's go over it once more, Iir Ruby. I *rant you to be able to
be in a position thut  Jou can. freely,honestly s @and trutafully
answer it simple "yes" or "no'.

Ruby

W/ill you specify the time---the time element is very important.
Herndon

The onl 3 time element is before---— before you did 1t. Now
"be;o*c “is a very broad coverage? :

Reader

It seems tome, if we renember,ﬁr. Wade wanted the questions limited
from "Iriday to Sunday". But never worry, IMr. Ruby will narrow
it dovm to thnse days in case lir. Herndon forgot, or never saw

the letter of, "conditions" fron /Dallas District Attorney.

Ruoy

That's if, That's a dlfflcult questlon to answer,

llerndon
(still holding out)
That's the way the question is worded. Let me ask it again and

see if you want to discuss it. "Did you tell anyone that you
_were thinking of shooting Oswald before you did it?"

Ruby
(no response---silence---thinking)
Why don't you say this, "That Sunday morning, specifically?"
That would be easier for me to answer.. :
> Herndon

In other words, "Did you tell anyone you were thinking of shooting
Oswald5on Sunday morning?"



Ruby
(to Fowler)

-

Fouwler, it puts me in a tough spot when he asks me that question
and I evade it.

Specter
If you would like us to break it down, we could do it in two

questions. “"Did you tell anybody on Sunday morning you were
going tc shoot Oswald before yocu did it?" .

. Ruby

Yes, that's easier to answer.
Specter

Taen we can ask you this, " Before Sunday morning did you tell
anybody you intended to shoot Oswald?

Ruby

Now before Sunday morning means any time element beyond the time
I left my apartment. Is that what you're referring to when you
sey Sunday morning? G ' ; '

Specter

Well, I'll even change that and I'll say "Before you left your
apartment on Sunday morning, did you tell anyone you intended
to shoot Oswald?"

Jester
Now ire are back on the track. Almost got off. With Ruby's
help we are going straight. e arc far recmoved from liy.

Herndon's original question of'time element's

If there were any pbssible chance of silencing 65wa1d, that was
discussed long before Sunday morninge.

Specter

Now, the question will be; "From the time you left your
apartment on Sunday morning, did you tell anyone you intended
to shoot Oswald?"

Jester-Reader
Who would he tell that to?

Specter

Now, we've broken it up three ways. In the first part," Before
you left your apartment on Sunday morning, did you tell anyone
you intended to shoot Oswald? g :
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Ruby

Now, you've got to get andther question in there. "Previous
to your arising that morning, have you told anyone you're going
to shoot Oswald." eesssYou see my pointe... :

_ Specter =

,'Before you went to bed on Saturdey night or early Sunday morning:
did you tell anyone you intended to shoot Oswald?' -

Ruby

That is right....ilso, whether I received any pone calls from

the time + went to bed and the time. I arose. Do you follow me?

In -other words..., 1 could clear mgself by answering that question
truthfullye.

Reader

(laughs out loud-makes a few leaps in
the air) b .

Is IE supposed to be‘insane? THAT MAN IS A GENIUS. He has
cleared hinmself of Saturday's calls, and will not allow then
to aslk what heppened before those dayse :

Alexandel

liay I nake a suggestion?.... ask "Did you tell someone by telephone
you intended to shoot Oswald?" : £

Fowler
Now, we will certainly object to.a gquestion being framed by
this attorney. '

Specter.

Are you concerned about the ﬁisclbsure of this information in
the presence of lr. Alexander? -

Fowler
I am.

Specter

Would it be agreeable with you if Mr., Alexander leaves while
‘this question is being formulated so we can understand it?

Alexander

Jack knows thnat I know the answer to it, so there's no use in
anybody getting upset about ite.



Are you sure y

I think so, J

}r. Alexander,
while we formu

Not at 211, n

I don't have t

Kr. Ruby. Ve w
to the point,

So, tell us

Here's the arz
I originally
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. Ruby :
ou know ‘the answer to it?
Slkeaan
ack. ;
lSpecter §

do you have any objection to stepping out just
late this question?

Alexander ? .
ot at all...,.Come on Joe. (he is so used to his pal.)
Tonahill
0 8O (he isn't going to miss the fun)

(Alexsnder walks out room)
seen -through wall.

Specter

ant to phrase the question in a way that gets :
as you see the point. (not as Mr. Herndon saw it)

exactly what you have in mind here.

Herndon

a ve're trying to cover. Here's the question -
sked you which created all this problem. "Between

the assassination and the shooting"----"Did you tell anyone
that you are thinking of shooting Oswald before you did it.

Reader and Screen

fa
'

T‘{AT WAS NOT THE ORIGINAL QUESTION. THE ORIGINAL QUESTION WAS '
’I"I"'E_'UITTE ‘T"‘T‘r& Z SHOOTING OF OSWALD.

Herndon
Now, I tried to put that as plainly as I could. I'm not
. interested here in the area of when ----- :
‘ ;Jestzr

Vhen did he chahge his mind?
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Ruby

Yes, but if you'rc speaking in the graalér when; it's pretty
incriminating. It's a long premeditation, then, of time element.

\Remember-this is the man who "wanted to
tell all, they die." On Rubyis bulletin
board was the phone number of a polygraph
operator. Long before all this, he knew
more about the polygraph maechine., He will
manipulate until he is satisfied)

Fowler

Jack, let me say this---now, this is the very crux of your
case. In other words, if there is premeditation on your part
to nurder or to kill, this can and will be used against you,
and this information =---if you get a new trial--if your answer
to these questions might be "yes", then it would be most
difficult to appear and defend you,

Ruby ‘ 3
tcaught in decisions again)

Clayton, I'm here to tell the truth. I don't know how the
heck to answer it. I appreciate you'’re in a touzh spot.

quler

#cll, of course, as you can readily.see, that is why we
advised you not to take this.

Ruby

That!s why I want it, because * know what's best for me.

Fowler
Well, I don't think you do, Jack.
Ruby

Can I overrule you, ‘layton, where you won't be too angry
if I overrule you? '

: Fowler )
Well,FI have no---I'm not go ing to put a cob in your mouth, Jack.
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Specter

I would like to ask Mr. Ruby if he is willing to answer the

question about the conversations...if you're willing to answer
at this time, which is: "Did you tell anybody .that you intended’
to shoot Oswald at any time before you did it?

And I would follow that up, if you answer that question, with
"whom did you tell and when?" - .

With that information, we can formulate these questions for the
lie detector test.

Ruby
(looking at Fowler)

Clayton, please? "I've got to do this? I've got to, because I
told the Warren Commission.

A Fowler

In other words, these questions have already been talked about?

Ruby )
Yes; and will you ask him: to come ‘in? (motioning to Alexander
; behind door.

Specter
(get his speech-remarkable)

We deliberately didn't go into some areas, suffice it to say,.
for certain purposesSeceee

Reader ~ (shouts)

What would they be, the "areas" and the "purposes"?

,Specter

But this is the question we're concerned with at the moment
and we would like an answer substantively, in addition to 1
testing his truthfulness.

Fowler

Again, I don't believe.he understands the full complicity of
this thing. If there are any questions that show premeditation
on his part, I would respectfully ask that he decline to answer
and that you decline_to ask'it.

-
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Rﬁby

So, would you mind calling Alexander in?

Fowler
Listen, Jack, please listen to me? ' This man got up down there
and asked the jury to.send you to the electric chair.
Ruby
I know it.
Fowler
Ile has not éhanged his opinion yet, and he will againcask it at

some later date. Now, is this the kind of man you want to
pussyfoot around in here with, and let listen to these questions?

(angry)
(trying to pursuade Ruby)

Just "yes" or "no'--- if it is--we'll bring him back in,
Ruby

I want him in here, and 1 want you to ask him to come in, please.

Fouvler

I won't ask him in,

Specter ' ¢

Well, I will ask him to come in, Mr. Ruby. I'm willing to
bring him back, if that's your request. )

Fowlér

It will be detrimental to his appeal, perhaps to any clemency,
and for the actual trial of the case.

Specter
(talking to Ruby)

Mr.Ruby, L want you to -bear on that point, that these men do
not have to be here for ithe purposes of getting this information
for the Commission, so we will know all the facts, or for the
purposes of conducting the test. So, it's really extraneous.
It doesn't matter for them to be in here for the tests.
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Fowler
Jack, why do you want them back?

I Ruby

Because I happen to know what I'm talking about.

(don't forget,Alexander is an old
friend of Ruby's, and still could -
be. Fowler and Toxmhill are
strangers to Ruby)

‘No matfer how hard he yelled for the
"death penalty, he may have known
it would become a mistrial..

Tonghill
Now, YJack

Ruby

Joe, you're not my attorney any more. We know it. We under-
stand one arother, please. You'!re not helping me.

Fowler
Why do you want Mr,. Alexaﬁder here?
Ruby
I don't want him to think I'm holding out on anything. I don't

want him to have any idea that I'm reluctant to answer things
in front of him, believe me,

Reader

Where in the world would he "ever get that idea? He has been
rcluctant to answer one simple question for twenty minutes,
(whatever time length this bickering takes to read)

Fowler
I request that you do not disclose these questions in the
presence of & district attorney. DEg
Ruby ' i

(now the truth comes out)
Ruby and Alexander are playing
a gare on us.

But Clayton, they know all these questions already. Henry
Wade, spoke to, and Itld him all this.
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Fowler

ell, if he knows them already, then why not just let him
stay out? You're not trying to impress him, are you? Do you
thinlk that he can do any.hing to help you right now?

Ruby

No. No; but the thing is that I have a few other 'thoughts in
mind, as you well know about.

Fowler
What are they Jack?
Ruby

That - I spoke to you about for your consideration.

Fowler

Jack, I'm nofnworried, I'm not concerned about anybody trying to
do awgy with me. This is the least of my worries.
,\

Ruby

.

I went harmony, that's what I want. I want harmony with you and
the district attorney's office.

Fowler

ilell, we can't harmonize over your situation, I'm sorry.

‘Specter
iback to work..time to
~break this use.)

The point we got to was the question of getting information
before going on with the test. :

"Did you tell anyone that you intended to shoot Oswald?"
Ruby
You mean---before?

Reader
( jumps-laughs again)

Bravo Ruby, he never gives up. These tigers are really chasing
their tails. ; o

«
. i . Wt e o e -
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Specter
(about to give up)
Well, ‘I don't know if we're going to get an answer to it or note

Féwlef

Jack, the question is*being directed to you at this time----
well, go 1right ahead. '

Ruby
Yes; Sunday norning.
-Specter
ind whom did you tell? '
' i
Ruby

George Senator. In ny apartment.

- Specter ,

State in precise words as you can remember, just what you said
to nim and he said to you at the time?

Ruby

yell, he didn't say anything--the funny part--he was reading the
paper. I was so carried away emotionally =-- I don't Iknow how
I said it=--I didn't say it in any vulgar manner.

Screen or Reader (mocking)

Ruby, always the gentleman; "George, would " you. please excuse
me for a few moments while I ,go out and shoot Oswald? Is there
anything you need on the way back?" ‘

. Ruby
(always in control of himself)
‘ 1
Now, would you mind asking me on that particular point? That

happened Sunday morning. That's the only time any thought ever
came to my mihd.

| ' (if this was true, what was all the
. fuss about?)
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Specter

How, 1let's prepare.the question . this way; "Aside from anything
you said to George Senator, °'did you ever tell .anyone you
intended to shoot Oswald?" '

Ruby ‘

Reader
( talking serious to audience)

Is that a good question? ZEven if‘'he conceivably was told to shoot
Oswald, would he tell anybody? Are murders discussed? Or
are they silent agreements? 3

(Alexander‘comes back in)

Herndon

Strike the original question that commcnces, "did you tell any-
one you were thinking about?" If it is alright with you gentle-
men, I'd like to start right over again on series 3,

"Botwelen the assassination and the shooting, did anybody you lnow
tell you they knew Oswald?"
then

"Aside from anything_you said to George_Senator, did you ever
tell anyone else that you intended to shoot Oswald?

Ruby

Why don't you add-~in--let's get the time element in there,
toc, because that was Sunday morning. -

Specter

We can add if you want to, "Aside from anything you said to
George Scnator,on Sunday morning. did you ever tell anyone
else that you intended to shoot Uswald.

Ruby
0.K.

Reader

. See how that all worked out. The time element is reduced and
remains on Sunday. Mr. Ruby is in complete control of his
* mind.




Herndon i X %
The other questions in this series will be as follows:

"Is your last name Ruby? - :

"Do you live in Dallas?"
"Are you married?" : .
"jere you in military serice?" ,

"Did.you receive any disciplinary action?"’

"Did you shoot Oswald in order to silence him?"

Ruby
. Ilno n

.

. 'Reader
Ho may have shot him for money---- (laughs at that possibility)

Herndon
"Have you ever served timé in jail"
Ruby

‘Herndon .
(looks at Ruby=-his ;
battle took something out of him)

Do you feel all right, MMr. Ruby?

ks 7 ' Ruby :
"yes', the 30 days in jail embarrasses me, because it was with

rclference to selling some song sheets back in the old depression
bays, and it wasn't for anything, criminal.

; Reader y _
Always the smallest, innocent little things.

(Alexander and Tonahill leave)

Herndon

3 ; I
The test will now begin. (reads them fast now, and answers fadg,
they just run them off so we see how
they finally come out. '
_"Is your last name Ruby?"
: uye's-n
" Do you live in Dallas?"
: nyes n v .
" Between the absassination.and the shooting, did anybody you
know tell you thﬁy %new Oswald?"
no : -







"Aside from

"Wwhile in thc service 4

; ] & Sy
Herndon .

"Are you married"
n "
'no

= “nO" 3

"ere you in the military sorvice?" .

"yes n

"no n

,"Did you shoot Oswald in ofder to silence him?"

llno n
"Have you served time in jail?"
(no response)

The test is over. , e I
Did you, while in the service, ever have a fight?’

Ruby

anything you said to George Senator,on Sunday morn
did you ever tell anyone slse that you intended to shoot Oswa

1a7h

id ybu reaeive any disciplinary action?"

Sure. But it's not important epéugh to answer. Evidently you're

getting a pretty good reading.

(Tonahiil and Alexander come in)

- .

Herndon
The next series will be relatively -short.

"Did you first decide to shoot Oswald on Friday night?"

Ruby: "no" :
"Did you first decide to shoot Oswald on Saturday morning?"
Ruby: "no" _ .
"Did you first decide to shoot Oswald Sunday morning?"
Ruby "yes " .
"Have you answered all questions truthfully?"
Ruby "ye s n . ' 5
"Is your first name Yack?"
. Rub-y llyes n . ) '
"Is your last name Ruby?"
n n
- Ruby 2

(Alexander and Tonahili leave) °

~ Herndon

(to audience) ; :
The same questions were asked and answered exactly as they
were done the first times The test is over.

(Alexander and Tonahill return)

Ruby :
(motions to Tonahill to
come over to him)

Joe? :
r-..- Tonahill’

" Yes Jack







ST
o 2-35
b

(Conference between Mr,Tonahill and Rub
. for 2 minutes, out of hearing of the
reporter and others in the room.)

Alexander'
Jack, you are a good man,

Ruby

wWho, Bill? °

' (Bill comes over and explains.Conference
between Mr,Alexander and Ruby for 3
minutes out of the hearing of the
reporter and others in the roam)

¥ (I feel that Ruby held out, they are proud of
him,,"they"meaning the Dallas officals, and
from now one, once Ruby decided to behave,it
will be smooth sailing for all of them,)

Alexander p*

( walks away from Ruby, turns around, and comes
back. Another confergnce for 3 minutes out of
the hearing of the reporter and others in the

room, )
. i e -
Herndon ) - :
We will now go on to the next series. "Were you in the Dallas

Police Department jail basement at the time Lieutenant Pierce's
car drove out of the basement? : : :

(looks at Ruby.Sees he is about to
say something) - ;

Now, I see ¥ou are hestitating on that. I can rephrase it if
you so like :
Ruby

I can explain---I can elaborate .on it, if will be easy to answere.
I left the Western Union, I walked toward the ramp. Lieutenant
Plerce's car was parked already on the curb.

Specter ' |

Did the presence of the automobile ‘and the fact that he was
talking to Lieutenant Pierce obscure the vision of the officer
who was on duty guarding that entrance or exit? '

Ruby i

Yes; and I walked down because I didn't know they were guarding
ite---that there was anything goirgon there, you know?
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Reader

Do you really believe that one?. That "he didn!t ¥now anything
was going on there?". - There were crowds in the pasement, newsmen

and cameras ever{wbere, guards at the doar, crowds outside the
jail, _people-mi 11ng~aroundﬂ9vgrywhere., He_even took his

gun inside, and told Senator he was going to kill Oswald.

= Herndon S
Mmpid you walk past the guard at ?he time Lieutenaﬁt Pierce's

_car was parked on the ramp exit?"

lly es " Ruby
Reader -

Next question should have been "did &ou really think nothing
was going on at that time at the jail?? 0f course he walked
"past" the guard. He could not go through hime

Herndon
"pid you talk with any Dallas police ‘officers on Sunday, November :
2l,, prior to shooting Oswald?" : : : 2
Ruby o R
"ho' A ) : R
Reader :

That question was supposed to eliminate any tip-off from the
police department about the hour of Oswald's transfer..ssee EVEN
Ruby 1s qoing to tease about this later. It should have been. -
asked, 'when you talked to"Little Lynn, did she mention anything

about Oswald on the phone?

(Little Lynn was the last person to talk to Ruby)

Ruby's night club girls dated police officers, 1ike Kathy Kay.

I am not saying it happened this way, but a message oam be :
relayed. To rule out the possiblityecscs of a desire to silence

 Oswaldee..all questions should have been asked.)

, Herndon'
"Did you previously live in -Chicago” ' . | :
Ruby '
nyesn : : e
: Herndon .
"Apre your parents alive?"
Ruby

" "

no
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Herndon
"Did you ever make a falsé’ insurance claim?"

Ruby
llno' "
Y I
AfS Herndon :
"Do you still operate the Carousel Club?"
Ruby -
"N, ¢
Herndon
You don't?
Ruby * . -
(Gives a funny grin.Looks down at his
No : jail outfit.Where does Herndon think

He has been the last seven monthsi)

Herndon
This is series l.

(Tonahill and Alexander leave the room)
_ (talks to audience) !
The same questions we just went through were asked for the test
and answered in the same manner, 2

That series is over.

Ruby
Am I acting a little nervous?

E Herndon :
A 1little, but I think you're gepting a little bit tired.

R
Ry

Rufy ’ .
Aren't you going to ask me whether I kneﬁ anything as to whether
or not he was going to come down, or anything like that?
: I

Herndon
(never thought of that one)

We will have to prepars some more questions.

(Alexander and Tonahill come back
in the room.) :

. = e e © ct— e -







Ruby
0.K, What'happons now?

o
L

Herndon ;
We are going to take a break and give you a little rest.

INA Sy

(The room éoes black..the screen lights
up....then lights go rightrback on
and pjlay resumes,)

Screen

"lay éﬁe record show that it is 6:25 p.m. and that we have
adjourned for a period of 1 hour and LO minutes."

Specter

Mr. Ruby has just asked me about the presence of reporters
downstairs. Would you repeat what you just asked me,Mr, Ruby?

Ruby

Are you going to make any'annogncomonﬁ to them?

1

Specter

My view is that we should....there are a 1ar%e number down there.
Tlyve discussed this with Mr, Fowler and Mr, Tonahill, and it's
our joint view there should be an annoucement that you have
requested a polygraph examination under the auspices of the
President's Commission. d 3

,  Ruby
(looking at Tonahill)
knowing he is the one who
always tells them he is
"insane', .

Let's make it clear that Mp. Tonahill aon't represent me. Joe,
lots have that understanding? :

Tonahill

glayton is going to meke whatever announcement is made for'you,
acke . . y ’

Ruby
(insistent)

Jde}n let's have that understanding, willsyou please, Joe?
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Ruoy

Now, with referénce to hedging on questions and so on don't
you think some comment shouid be made that I wasn't reluctant
in answering any of the questions that were put to me?

Reader
(roaring with laughter)

Like "Did you tell anybody you were going to shoot Oswald?"
Jack writes good press reviews for himself, &nd you call that
insane?.oooooonoo ’ "‘ £

: (goes off again)

Could even sit on

a pillow in the corner=-

or.lean his:back on wall)

Always eavesdropping.

Specter

I think that would be a fair comment to make, if you want that
statement made.

Ruby

I wanted to be more specific, that I WANTED TO BE ASKED. I

wanted to bring out that I wanted to be asked any and all questions,
resardless of what might be subversive or whatever thoughts might
be in your mind. '

(vho is he kidding?)

(Adresses remarks to Alexander)
Bares them to ask.

Bill, I think you can give ‘these pecople certain questiohs aﬁd
MORE POTENT ONES THAN THEY KNOW, because you probably know a
lot of things that you have in your own mind that you'd like to

have answered too. . y

Alexander

Jack; I can'd really think of anything that I'd like to ask.

Ruby

Well, I notice the pictures brought out the fact that there are
two sets of private boxes, close togethgr in the post office.
Which is quite an insinuation. B
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Ruby

And also they had a statement in there that I used the box for
purposes ‘of mail orders and to do business with Mexico and.Cuba.
Now, these are things that you gentlemen don't want to'ask me,
but Mr., Alexander would know what to tell you about that.

(serigﬁgder this time)

Do you notice Ruby is not telling them to ask him about the

John Birch Society, or General Walker, or Mr., Duff, or Mr.
Ramos, or Anit-Castro~ Cubans? He wants easy questions which
have already been cleared. Nothing about Tippit, the oilman,

or Bernard Weissman. _ . :

Specter

lr. Ruby, we have CONFERRED WITH ALL PARTIES HERE ON THE SUBJECT
OF THE QUESTIONS TO BE ASKED. DNaturally, we had limitations
in time. We nave cou.ferred with lMr.Fowler, Mr. Wade, and Mr.

Alexander here. The interest. of the Commission is paramounte.esee

Screen 3
% (duplicates that line)
" INTEREST.: OF THE COMMISSION IS PARAMOUNT"

;

Specter (continues)

and we are doing our very best not to interfere with the State
criminal proceedingSecececsce

Jester
(lights up while he keeps talking)

Mp. Alexander said at the beginning that "nothing Jack Ruby said
could be used against in the state of Texas."

Specter (continues)

We want to accomplish the purpose of the Commission. Those
interests overlap to some extent because whenever we ask a
Commission question, it has collateral bearings on a great
many thingseee.s... but to the extent that we can, we have
conferred with the défense counsel and the district attorney's
office in arriving at the questions which have been asked, and,
I think we will cover before.this examination is concluded the
important areas. 4
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Reader

Why doesn't he come out and say, "we will ask what we want to
ask, and what your attorneys and the district attorneys want
us to ask and don't you ‘add your two centSeesss”

Ruby.
(can't keep him down)
bounces back like a
rubber ball)

Mr. Alexander knows certain questions that he has in mind that
haven't come out and I think I know what he'!s thinking about.

Specter

Fir. Alexander has talked to me about some questions I'm sure he
would prefer on the record and we have taken them into account.

(After all that fuss about the District
Attorney's office not knowing the questions,
or asking them, it comes out very clearly
that Mr.wWade knew very well what they did
and did not want to ask. And this shows
the Wgrren Commission's relationship with
the district attorney's office in Dallas.
What was:'to be a matter"between the Commission
and Jack Ruby'never was _a"facteess

: and
Jlaccuse .seothem ,..0f all working together
for the interests of eachother..not intending
to find "truth".)

e
1

: Herndon ;
Do you want me to proceed with the ugual preliminatires?
You don't have to proceed with that. Why don't you gust call
them to me and I'll answer them, . Believe me=-=-you don't have

tv go through that formality, if you want to save yourself a
.lot of time.
Alexander
Jack, he has to have a written question that's keyed to this
tape.
! Ruby

Yes. I follow, but he doesn't have to go through the Preliminary
explaining to me because I'1]l -anse anything you want "off _the
hook."
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Herndon :
(peinting to Alexander and Tonahill)

Thep, these gentlemen actually will not be aware of the questions,
is that all right with you? I mean--prior to the time they

leave? It would be so important when the questions would be
asked. .

Alexander
1
lot to me, Jack.

Herndon

One of the reasons I was going over all the questions before
conducting the examination was in order for these gentlemen
that are in attendance to be aware of what questions are going
to be asked, Now, if we dispense with that before we go
over the questions---- if they leave the room, they do not
know the questions I am going to ask.

(They didn't belong there in the.
first place.)

Alekaﬁder

I don't think Jack has.any objection to us staying here at this
time, do you Jack?

(notice he doesn't valunteer to
_ leave-and read the questions
later)

: Ruby
No; I certainly don't

Fowler :

(Bretty stupid by now.Can't see
that Alexander and Ruby under-
stand eachother.)

Well, of course, I still have the same objection. Jack, we're
not trying to hide anything---don!t misunderstand me. 5

Ruby

Just & minute---let me tell you something. I want to straigten

up some things. WEETHER HE LEAVES THE ROOM OR NOT, MR{ALEXANDER
%S g%ING TO KNOW EVERYTHING THAT WENT ON HERE, so please concede
o . : i
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- Specter

Well, let us proceed as wWe have before, with Mp, Herndon
announcing the questions in advance but going through a min-
imum of preliminaries. :

Ruby I
Go ahead '

Herndon

"Did you:see the armored truck before you went to the basement?"
Ruby

llnoll
Heprndon

"Did you enter the police.debarément through a door at the rear
on the east side of the jail?" '

Ruby
HNOII

Screen :
Why did Griffin want Dean -to go-backwandnohange-his-testimony:A\v“‘
on this when what Dean said had been..correct?

, _ Hernaon
“ifter talking to Little Lynn, did you hear any announcement
that Oswald was about to be moved?" '

Ruby

"Yo."

Reader

’

That‘question should have been, "When you talked to Little
Lynn was there any mention of Oswald being moved?" Ve talked
of that befOreseeses..wnen this is all over, Ruby will ask
tHem himself why they did not ask him this.

Herndon

"Before you left your apartment Sunday morning, did one tell
you the armored car was in the way to the police depar ment?"

Ruby

Ilno

~

Reader

That question is meaningless. The presence of the armored car |
is of no value. The death of Oswald was a facte .

v

Herndon
Those are your main questions,and I will ask _you,
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Herndon (continued)
"Do you have any brothers ?"

Ruby
"Yos." :
_ Herndon
"Do you have any sisters?"
Ruby
llYes 1"
Herndon
"Have you answered all questions truthfully?"
"ye s n . Ruby :
“Herndon

"Did you ever hit anyone with any kind of a weapon?"

Ruby
(Suave again)

nell-- in my business---- it's a very exciting business. One
night a man pulled a knife on me and I took a pistol and hit
him on the head. Sometimes you get fellows with real bad rough
reputations. They're real toughs. At that particular moment,
it's my life or theirs, and some of these men are pretty power-
ful physical 1ly. I fought in every way possible, with my
fists and everything else. It happened a few times where I
would pummel a few of these men,

Herndon

All right, we can go along heré Mr. Ruby.
Ruby

Bave I been evading any of your questions?

Herndon
You have been most coodperative---no problems.

Ruby

But you can't! tell how I stand, ecan you? g
(adresses to Alexander)
Bill, will I still be. around when the answers come back?

- Alexander /*

¥es.

Ruby
(teasing him)

Raise your right hand and give him your word.
’ - (Nodding to Jailer Homan)
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Alexander :
(Alexander raises his hand)

Thatt!s right. :
Ruby
(Adressing Holman)

Chief, you heard him, did you not Chief? You and I should
live so long. i

Tonahill.
Let's go Bill

(Tonahill and Alexander leave)

Herndon

This will be series 5. Now Mr, Ruby, 1look straight ahead.
That's fine, :

The questions and answers in this series were identical to the
run-off, Jjust as before.

All right, that test is over.
(Tonghill and Alexander return)

Ruby 3
(pointing to Herndon's sheet of
questions )

You're not going to ask me any.more questions? Do yoﬁ want
to go through that stuff. there?.seccee Can we talk about
certain things?

(talking to Alexander)

Is there anything on your mind, Bill, off the record?

Alexander
I think with that Cuban thing cleared up ====-==

Reader
(showing shock) 4
Was it cleared up? What Cuban thing? I didn't hear that in
the test. :
. Ruby
How Lbout the underword?

; Alexander
Well, he's going to ask you that, 4if he hasn't already.
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Ruby . e g

There were a lot of phone calls. There should be a specific way.
to ask me the purpose of all those calls.

: : Alexander
Did any telephone calls have any connection with the shooting
of Oswald?

Ruby

Yes, but stiil, when you have so many calls, you want to know
why you called people. And the other question you asked about
Oswald=----you know.

How about my trip to #avana? Have.l ever had any business .deal-
ings ? Bill, you know a lot of questions to ask me, I'm
sure you know, that I'd like to get cleared up.

What was I doing at the New Building?

.Court Reporter

I want to be sure * heard Mr.Ruby's answer to Hr, ‘Aléxander's
question a little-while ago? I g@idn't quite hear your answer
to "Did any of these calls have any connection with the shooting
of Oswald?" '

i

Ruby
(laughing=-surprised)

Oh, you're taking down what I'm saying? I didn't know you were

taking that down. Are you putting down the questions I've
been asking myself?

Reporter
¥es; we'rg taking everything down.Zverything you've been saying.
Ruby

The most important question-=--you haven't asked me yet--why diad
I shott Oswald? ' : :

Alexander
Jack, they can't ask that kind of question for this machine,
5 Ruby
i : : :
Why shouldn't I be : asked a question-why-what motivated me to do it?
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Fowler

Jack, let me interject right now, again, as your attorney--
I advise you not to answer this question.

Ruby
Clayton, I'm sorry, I've got to answer it. I've got to, Dbecause,
believe me, it means an awful lot to me. I felt' so carried
awey I felt somehow in my little bit of a way I could save
irs, Kennedy the ordeal of coming back for trial here.

~

Reader

What objection has Mr, Fowler to this question?
Specter

All right, fine, Mr. Ruby. Now, will you proceed , lir.Herndon,
with our next series, please? -

Herndon

"Did you get a Wall Street Journal at Southwestern Drug Store
during the week before the Assassination?"

Ruby

"NO”

Herndon

"Was the Wall Street Jourpal addressed to a Mr, Bradshaw?

Ruby
I-don't know. I haven't read a Wall Street Journal in the long-
est tim e--in years.,

Specter '

Was a Wall Street Journal adressed to ‘r,J,E.Bradshaw, dated
November 16,1963, in your car at any time? -

Ruby
No, sir.

Specter

Have you ever heard of any such Wall Street ?ournali.thing been
found in your car? s

Ruby
No !
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Ruby
Did they find one somewhere in my car?
* Specter

Proceced, please, Mr. Herndon

i

Reader
(comes center stage-men on stage
stand still like statues or game
of freeze for one moment)

Time out---time out. (comes forward) We stop now for a moment :
to tali about a serious matter. lr. Ruby was asked four questions
about a Wall Street Yournal, and a Mr. Bradshaw. He secmed

to know nothing about this in any way. The Commission thought

it important enough to include in their questions. eeeee yebt-=---

lir. Ruby is never told the reason for this question, the
significance of that issue, or who Mr. Bradshaw is.

The Warren Commission never called a lp, J.E.Bradshaw
a8 a witness to their Hearingse For some reason, he was import-
ant enough for these men' to come this long distance and include
in the teste. Would somebody from Washington please clue us in
as to exactly just what is the meaning of all this?

(swings arms out to men)
Continue. please,
(they. resume test)

Specter

We will rephrase that qpestion; "Dq you have any knowledge of
a Wall Street Journal addressed to Mr. J.E.Bradshaw being found
in your car?" :

Ruby

llnotl

Herndon

"Did you or any of your friends to your knowledge telephoné the
sheriff's office between 2 or 3 a.m. Sunday morning.

Ruby i
uNon -

Herndon
"Did you previously live in San Francisco?"

Ruby

n "

yes



Herndon
"Did you ever overcharge a'customer?"

Ruby
"ot i
Herndon
"Is your name Jack Ruby?" g
: Ruby . '
"YCS n .
Xerndon
"Arc you, tired?
Ruby
IINOH
Herndon

"To your knowledge, did»anf of yéur\fripnds or did you telephone
- the BI in Dallas between 2 or 3 a.m. Sunday morning?

Ruby

lll.ioll
( Alexander and Tonahill leave the room)

Herdon

The questions given for the Polygraph machine and the answers
by lir. Ruby were identical to the run-off. That series is over,

Ruby
(Asks the same question after every
series) ‘

Are they THAT IMPORTANT.----THOSQ QUESTIONS? I know more imp-
ortant ones than that. Of course--~=-Iim kidding.

4 (gives a chuckle)

As a matter of fact, the question you asked me about the Wall
Street Yournal, is so foreigh to me===--,

Herndon : (

In other words, you are completély unaware of the Wall Street
Journal question? : , ,

‘ Ruby
I don't know how it ever came to be:there.
(Tonahill and Alexander return to the room)
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4
: i i
Herndon
I'11 just read these right down the line. If §6u have any
question, then interrupt me.
"Do you intend to answer the questions truthfully?"
Ruby
"Yes n

Herndon :
"Did you go to the Dallas police station at any time on Friday,
lovember 22, 1963, before you want to the synagogue?"

Ruby.
"IJO "

Herndon
"Do you attend the synagogue'regulhrly?" ‘

Ruby
How can I answer that?
' Herndon
"Did you go to the synagogue that Friday night?"

Ruby
"Yes n'

Herndon
"Do you pray?" e

Ruby

Not now, because it's hopeless., I did. Pardon me---I take
it back--- I do pray. "Yes" :

H?rndon

"Did you see Oswald in the jail on Friday night?"
Ruby

"ses”
Herndon

""lere you at one time eﬁployed by a union?”

Ruby
"Yes" 1
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Herndon

"Did you have a gun with you when you went to the Friday mid- night
press conference at the jail?" :

Ruby
You mean at_the police statiin? No. Because I recall when I
first said I did, and then * changed it later,
llNoll
Herndon
"Have you told the Warren Commission the entire truth?"

Ruby

y
Yes; and I may have left out certain things because I was a
little~---1 wasn't as calm as I am now.

Specter
We can rephrase it and say, "Is everything you told the Warren
Commission the truth?" s

Ruby
"YOS n ¢

Reader
(mumbling from side)

Wasn't that neat?

(What he told them was true.He just didn't
tell the entire truth----would you?,

(Alexander and Tonahill leave the room)

Ruby

(Asking Fowler)
Remember, they are getting to the
end and nothing has been said.

I wonder why Mr. Tonahill is here. He's not my attorney. Clayton,
is Joe Tonahill representing me?

Fowler _
Well, dack, in some capacity. I think he is still involved.
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Ruby
ell---yes and no.

Fowler
Please don't worry about it at this time. He is here.

(Wnat kind of an answer is that?
His being here, at this time,is
. what worries Jack Ruby.)

Ruby
(Adressing Holman )

Arc you coming to work tomorrow? I don':t know where you'll find
me. How about you,chief?

»'_,.
'

Holman
Les
Herndon

T™at series is now over. Again, the gquestions and answers were
identical. (to Ruby)

At the beginning of that series, Mr.,Ruby, you displayed -a
1ittle nervousness end a little tension. Perhaps it was the
guestion of the synagoguse.

Ruby

Becsuse you're ashamed to .admit you haven't been going regular.
If you come out with a blunt "no''=-it makes you an atheist, and
I don't want to answer it that way, but I do go to the high
holidays. Going regular and going to the high holidays are two
different ways of going.

#erndon
?id ghe cquestion disturb you in regard to being in the Dallas
ail ; ' :
' Raby

Yos. Mr.John Rutledge said I was down there earlier, when I
wasn't. It's like the Wall Strect Journal question--when you
ask me I get nervous. There must be some reson that it was found
in my car, when I know I never did see this particular paper.

It looked like ;I was trying to find out who this Oswald was,
and if I went down there more than once.

“
: Herndon .
We are now on series 8.

(Alexander and Tonshill have returned)
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Herndon
We shall continue.
" Is your last name Jack Ruby?"

Ruby

IlYes“

Herndon

"Have you ever knowingly attended any meetings of the “ommunist
Barty or any other group that advocates violent overthrow of the
Government?" i

Ruby

"NO"

Reader

It is doubtful if there is a group which, in the United States,
advocates the violent overthrow of the Government. There are,
however, some well known, well organized groups which suggest
they may have to revert to violence at some time '"to restore
the United States Government". Some of these people already
would have you bclieve this'is a:Communist Government which
mwust be changed, . and when the time coi.cs, they will make

the necessary changes. :
This polygraph test has completely avoided questions about such
persons, or the source of their support for unlimited arms
stockpileSeeecee :

Herndon

' "Did you legally change your last name?"

Ruby
. Mean"
Reader
If it was legaiiy changed; long ago, why do the people in Dallas,

in Jo Birch literature, or at his trial, continuously refer
to"Jacodb Rubenstein?"

. Herndon

"Is any member of your immediate family or any close friend, &
member of the Communist Party?"

R
"NoM : by
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.

Herndon

"Did any close friend or any member of your immediate family
ever attend a meeting of the Communist Party?" :

Ruby

"No n o
(Alexander and Tonahill exit)

Herndon
The questions-were.édministered, the answers were identical, that
series 1is over.

I Specter :

lMay the record show we havc taken a 20 mirute recess and have now
reconvened for the last session.

Ruby o

(talking to Ton2hill)

I know you are for me, Joe, I knowe.

Herndon

I'm going to ask a series 9 and series 9a.

"Did you ever meet Oswald at your post office box?"

Ruby
"NO "
‘Screen

He already said he did not know Oswald, and that what he said
was the truth, so this question is meaningless.,

Herndon

"Did you use your post-office mailbox to do business with Mexico
or Cuba?" : '

Ruby ' .
"NO" ST

Somebodly said that they sew Tippit, I, this Mr,.Lane stated he saw
Tippit, myself, and Oswald at the club==--

Specter,

We will ask this question, "Did you ever meet.with Officer Tippit

and Oswald at your club?" d
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Herndon

Do you want that "Oswald and" (meaning Oswald and Tippit) or
"or"  (meaning Oswald in‘your club, or Tippit in your club?)

Specter
Use "Ana".
T
Reader(and screen used)

Stop one more moment ecessecccccce

(men on stage freeze as before-
no motion) '

Mr, HMark Lane said'someone saw Ruby, Bernard Weissman, and
Tippit in the club, along with a rich oilman." :

He did not say it was Oswald and Tippit. .

It is in words such as these, that we must seriously pause.
iir. 3pccter, representing the Warren Commission on this serious
occasion, was present with' Chief Justice Warren WHEN Ir.Ruby
AVOIDED THE ANSWER as to whether Weissman, Tippit, and an oilman
were in his club,
He has a choice now, clear cut, to decide the question.
They could ask Jack Ruby, "Was Oswald ever in your nightclub?"

: ol ;
tney could ask Jack Ruby, "Was Officer Tippit in your nightelub?"

lir. Specter chose to combine Tippit and Oswald together, thus
voiding any conclusion on this subject.

Go back boys---(motions, they move again,
; he ‘sits down in stool or floor)

The question remained "Did you ever meet with
Oswald and Tippit at your club?" =---and the answer was "no",

Herndon
"Did you do business with Castro Cuba?"

Ruby
"Noll .

Reader

I just hate to become such a nuisance. But we must talk together,
as friends, about these things. Volumes XIV and XXIII contain
much evidence of Ruby's relationships with ANTI-CASTRO CUBANS,
.Why didn't we get one question about them.Remember the Cérmission
letter about this evidence? A




Herndon
"Was your trip to Cuba solely for pleasure?”

. Ruby

yee, "
Screen

Remember that 1959 vacation cruise?

Herndon

"Did you keep $2,800 cash on you because you didn't have a chance
to get tot he bank?" -

Ruby

Let me go off the record. This is going to be ad libbing, Miss,
so can you hold it off or o you have to put it dovmn?
(talking to Miss Oliver)

Specter
- All right, off the record at this point.

Screen

{
While they are whispering, Fowler and Ruby,Specter,
the screen has a few words.

/ﬁuby mumbles ~a.’ . weak story about being pay-time on the week-éﬁﬁ;

[ for both clubs. His safe is supposed to be'new and not yet cemented?
{ Carrying the cash was always his excuse for carrying a gun.
\\His bank deposits were never much over $100,

Specter

We will rephrase that to this---" Have you now told the truth
concerning why you carried $2,200 in cash on you?"

‘ . Iuby ; 1
"Yes" : ' et

N

Herndon,
"Did any foreign influence cause you to shoot Oswald?"

" Ruby

"NO"
Reader

Thzz should have asked, "did any influence in the United States
cause you to shoot Oswald?" :

(I would like to say "Te=zas,but this is

Vi&ED - A e7n snoh)
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¥ T
d Herndon

"Did you shoot Oswald because of a labor union'inflhence?"
Ruby '
NNOII

ﬁerndon

"Did any long-distance telephone calls which you made BEFORE

the assassination of the President have anything to do with
the assassination?" by

Ruby.'
IIHOII 0

Herndon . ' ’

"Did you shoot Oswald in order to save !irs, Kennedy the ordeal
of a trial?"

Ruby _
Thenl' - (He answers "yes'now.Watch what happends soon, .
Herndon ' :
nDid‘you kpow Officer Tippit?" . ' ; : 5 o,
Ruby -

(Here we go againee=)-
ﬂIﬂaZingoo B :

This is off the record for-é;minute, please?

g .
B

Specter

lpr, Ruby, I think it would be unwise for us to go off the
record on .this question. ' :

T

‘

Ruby
(still with the same story,
6 wecks later.This is the
man who wanted to "tell
everything and then die.")

Well, all right. There were three Officer Tippits in the
policc department. I knew one.

Specter
Was that Officer J.D. Tippit?

. f Ruby
He's the one who was slaim?






| o
opectes . |
Yes.Officer ‘J.D.Tippit L A

v Ruby . )
No; 'I don't think he was the one. o ‘

Specter
Did you know Officer Tippit who was slain? -

Ruby |

No; I don't know him, You seey f know so many officers and
there are three Tippits. I don't know this Tippit,

: Herndon
"Did you know the Officer Tippit that was killed?"

Ruby
"NO"

‘Specter
To state it differently, you are able to answer whether or not
you knew Officer J.D.Tippit?
Ruby )
Well, I can't answer "yes" or "no" and yay whether or not.

Alexander

Lot's put it this way--"Did you know the Tipp;t that was killed?"
Well, I gave the answer fluby "no",
' ciester

How does that clarify, Mr, District Attorney? This Ruby 1s
amazing., . *

.‘..

Herndon

"Did you tell the truth about'relaying the message to Rey Brantley
to get McWillie a few guns?"

Ruby 1
"YOS“
Herndon ~ .o o ‘
"Did you go to the assembly poom, on- Friday night to get the
telephone number of KLIF?"
Ruby
"Yes"

(Reader has a funny look on his face)
Poor excuse for not using ‘a phone
directorye.) . .
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Pt 2-59 :

Herpdon

"Did you ever meet with Oswald and Officer Tippit at your
apartment?"” ‘ : :

; Ruby
"NO“

Herndon |,

TDid any of your long-distance telephone calls concem the shoot=- e
ing of Oswald?" :

Ruby o
llNoll g

Reader

You might have also asked if"any of the long distance phone
calls were made becanse Oswald was going to be shot?" ' lr,
Ruby g¢alled Chicago and told his family he was going to move
out of DPallas, back to Chicago. He also called his friend lr.
Gruber, and told him he was sending, him his dog.

One of the last jobs .bir, Crafard did for Mr. Ruby before he "fled"
Dallas---was to have the dog shipped to Los Angeles.

{Alexander and Tonahili leave the room)

. Herndén

lir. ltuby, these are the questions and we will proceed.

Ruby ’
Don't worry about me. I'm in good shape. The point is--I want

to get as much in as we can. don't want you to miss anything,
because there!s a lot of pertinent stuff,.

(You know by now that lMr,Ruby is a terrible
liar, VWhenever ﬁiven the chance, hes, avoided
being specific. He evaded, reworded.

T am positive he knows the testg.are almost i
over. When completed, he will tease about -
unasked questions) . E ]

Herndon e i
This will be series 9 -

The questions and answers remained the same.
Taat completes the series. We just have a few more questions.
(Tonahill and Alexander return)

-
&
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Ruby

That's wonderful, except there are a few things that 1 think
you'lve left-out. :

Herndon
Here are the next questions.
" Is your name Jack Ruby?"

1

Ruby
"Yes n

: Herndon

"Were you at the Parkland Hospital at any time on Friday?"
Ruby'

"I‘TO "
Herndon A\

"Did you say anything at the tide you shot Oswald?"

Ruby
"YGS" .
Herndoa :
"Have any members of your family been physically harmed because
of what you diq?" 3
Ruby
Not up to this pointVYno"

Herndon

" Do you think members of your family are now in danger because
of what you did?"

Ruby
"Yes "
Herndon
"Is Mr. Fowler in danger because he is defending you?"
Ruby
Nyegh b
Herndon
"Did Blackie Hanson speak to you just before you shot Oswald?"
Ruby

"No"
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Herndon . ’

"Did you say anything when you shot Oswald other than what you
testified about?" ; .

d
"NO" pry'
(Mr.Tonahill and Alexander leave the room)

Herndon * :»

I notice during the time--all the time I ask you questions, Mr,.
Ruby, that you close your eyes. If that's a way that you can
concentrate that's perfectly all right.

Ruby

That's vwhy---if I were guilty of something or if I were trying
to evade something, certainly closing your eyes would be less
advantageous for you -to cover up something. Do you follow me?
In other words, closing your eyes means that I do want to tell
the truth. :

(Isn't Jack Rubj marvelous?)

(Reader smiles, :shakes his head at this explanation)

In other words, if I was trying to cover up anything, I wouldn't
try to get more of a vision of w@at you're trying to refor to me...

I'm trying to be more emphﬁatic with the truth when I close my
eyes----more than the truth.. - : :

.Heppdon

The test is given. The questions and answers were the same,with
a few differences. ‘

(Alexandor and Tonahill enter)

Mr,Ruby, 7you failed to respond or answer one or two of the
questions. "Do you think members of your family are now in danger
because of what you did?"

i ;
Ruby

Well, they're.always exposed to it. The same way with Fowler.

I know when he's representing me, he's putting himself on the

spote F :
Reader

“Vhy do they not ask if Mr, Tonahill is in danger too? He

never leaves Ruby, but ‘he never seems to be in the same- danger.
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Herndon

B € aéked the question about Mr, Fowler being in danger. You
remained silent. Would you at this time indicate to me why
you wanted to remain silent? 4

Ruby .
Well, this is quite a notorious things, and don't forget it's
like I specified when Earl Warren was in danger. . People have
a dislike for me, and Mr, Fowler is trying to defend me, and
this won't make him too popular’a person. :

.

Specter

lir. Ruby, do you now have any other questions which you would
like to ask on this polygraph examination?

b3 Ruby

Yes; At what time did I first think of wanting ---when o
tho first time it over entered my mind that I wanted to commit

- this act?"

Jester .
Recognize that question?J} They asked him that and he spent
thirty minutes rewriting it. The test if over, so he throws
the questions at them befgre the grand, patriotic, Tfinale.

Specter
We asked you that? T
3 Ruby

You did? (pretending surprise) because if anything prior
to that==-=--in other words==-=- A .

Screen
Wi TIME ELEMENT"

. Specter y
We asked you very carefully a number of ways and one way was
Mr. Herndon asked you did you think of it on Friday, Saturday,
"and you said " No". On Sunday, Jyou said "yes.'

We've covered that very thoroughlye.
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Ruby
Have I received any monies==---= we don't need that,' do we, for

subversive purposes Or anything?
5 5

specter

I think we've covered that whole area very carefullye

Reader

Do you think he did?

Ruby ) i
Now, what about my being present in the News Buildinglthat

morning? Here---the assassination took place across the
street from there. i

Specter

Mr. Ruﬁy, I think we have covered that and that isn!t nearly
the central issue as the other specific questions we have asked
yOUe i 3 g _.".". . i

Screen

WHICH ONES?

Ruby'

Yes, but if I was in a conspiracy, wouldn't it start off
with that point?  Oh, yeSe...(pauses) They didn't ask mo
another question; "If I loved thé President so much, why
wasn't I at the parade? & ’

Specter'

We considered those questions and we have rejected them as
being not important. “

Ruby '
( acting surprised)

_You have? I see. Now, isn't that strange. ,It's strange thht
perhaps I didnit vote for President Kennedy, Lr didn't vote at
all, that I should build up such a great affection for him?

Everything points against meee...How can.l answer and still
show my sincerity? " '

Specter

We can ask you one question at the end and that will be: "Have
you told the truth in everything you've said here today. That
one question.will cover everything you said.

«
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Ruby

Everyone was very much surprised----why I should be so carried
away to comnit this act, and yet knowing how I felt and knowing

I'm telling the truth, how can we bring that point out that I
‘am not sincere in why I did it? ‘

Suddenly I get involved in a very serious crime and I was

very popular with the police department and a lot of other
people. The irony is~--it took a complete reverse of that,
bccausF of various suspicions, nature, and so on.

laybe there is something we can bring out?
Alexander

Tell us what you have in mind and we'll frame the question,
becausc that's an area.eee How would this question be?
"Are you a police character?”

ARuby
(horrified at that bad joke)
o

Tonehill

"Are you a 100 percent patriotic American Citizen?"
: > :
Alexander

"Are you a law abiding citizen?"
T

Ruby
: (smiling-pleased)
That's better----that's the question

Alexander
(going one better)

Are you a 100 percent American patriotic citizen?

Ruby /

&
B

Yes

. (That was easy to answer-- even though he never

" bothered to VOtej====m-mecsemarz-=a=",and was
in trouble with the law in every possible way
since childhood) y

Herndon
That can be asked

Ruby )
(more pleased)

That's very good. Now Joe (looking‘at Tonahill) asked a
very good question. .
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Specter :
vhat we're trying to do now is to coer all of the important
subS?gntixn questions which I think we have. {

Jestexr :
on & few reminders) TH—\_~

didn't heer about General Walker and if Ruby knew him? Vhat

bout lir. Thorne Hill, . Mr, Duff, "Leopoldo" Ramosj We never °

heard montion their names. Did Mr. Ruby ever meet with any of

those persons at any time?
: ;

Ruby
t me put it this way; This tragic event happens and I get

carried away more.than anyone else. WhyZeesesl immedidtely
replaced my newspaper ads SO that I would be closed for those

. 3 days, relayed a message from Ray Brantley---look at
circumstnatiallzlhow guilty I am? - If you want to put all these |
things together? Then, 1 happen’to bo down there, which
i3 a million and one shot, _that I 'should happen to_be down
there at that particular second wehn this man comes out===-

. Ao —— .
all thesc things=--plus the_post office box and other rumors
that they saw us togethqg_g% The club=---- How can: we give
me oloarance that my fegling of emtionalism were sincerce D
: e . ,
Alzo, if there was a conspiracy, then this liitle girl that
called me on the phono in rFort #orth then is part of the
onspiracy. Do you follow me?

\
Specter

Wo have gone as far as we can on any of the substantive quéstions.
I see you are trying to recollect something else.

Ruby

Yes ! .
Specter

<§lwill ask Mr. Fowler if there islany other question he would e
ike to have asked at“this time?

Fowler

~

Sir, I know of no other questions.
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Specter
Mr, Tonahill,” do you have'any otﬁer questions you'would like

to have asked?

s/

Tonahill
{getting ready for his oratory,

No, I don't. I think it has been vcry, very comprehensive,
‘From my knowledge and background, I think you if you asked Jack
if he went to the Dallas Morning News that morning to attend
business and protested -vigorously the ad insulting “President
Kennedy, ee...1f he protested because he's a 1lU0w» percent
patriotic American citizen, I think he would tell you '"yes"
and honould be telling the truth.

I think if you asked him why he went out about L4 o'clock

in the morning with Senator and Larry and took the picture of
the sign----

_ Ruby o
Donit mention anything about that---we'ro in a bad spot down
here beccause of that, 3

Tonahill 3

(continuing,-ignoring Ruby)
of Chief Justice Earl Warren, he would tell you that he did it
because he was going to turn it over to the FBI and ‘some attorneys,
eessebecause he thought_it_na__gnzémgggiﬁﬁ"iﬁa—ﬁb did it .because
he's__ 100 percent natrlotlc American citizen and he's telling
the truth,

AT T

Ruby
(adding his two cents)

1 also went over to tqg post office to check the box.

Tonahill

_The same thing on the box---To see there if the post office
numbers on the sign and in 'the newspaper ad meant the same person
was behind it, which would be THE JOHN BIRCHERS AND COMMUNISTS *
both, and he wanted to do something about it becmuse he's

a 100 percent patriotic American ¢ cltizen, he would be telling
tho "Truth.

~ Buby .
You talking about the ad against President ;Kennedy?

Tonahill
Yes- T
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‘Ruby

I didn't refer to the John Birch ?--with roference ‘to, that,

'

Tonahill

He wanted to see if they were connected together=--the  same
pcople. 2

Ruby

I didn't mention the .term "John Birch"., I just said, "I wonder
who could have placed that ad in there?" :

Specter

HMr. Alexander, do you have any questionsito ask?

Alexander
I have no questions to ask, I think it has been very comprehensive.
Specter

Are you satisfied the, Mr. Ruby, if we ask you one more question
on the Polygraph, specifically "Has all the information which
you have testified to boda7 been the truth, the whole truth,

and nothing but the truth?" .

1 Ruby _
. T
Plus the fact I do want to get in my feeling for Americariism,

Specter

"Do you consider yourself to be 100 percent American patriot?"
'..’.

Ruby
Yes _ :
.Jester —_— :

To shoot a man handcuffed in the police department,denying him one of
America's greatest rights, the trial by jury?

. thy '
One more thingesesceshouldn't you ask me, oOr isn't it necessary, .-

why I suddenly was so carried away to get involved in this’
scrious crime?

.Specter

- |
We've already covered that by asking you the question.about ;
Mrs. Kennedy--vhether you didn't shoot 6swald to avoid having |
her come to triall ' i
[
|
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Ruby :
(pausing-thinking)
Yes; that: covers that.
Specter
That covers that subject.
Ruby

In other words, I CAN'T ANSWER THAT TRUTHFULLY AND HAVE ANOTHER
RxASCN FOR DOING IT: I8° THAT CORRECT?

Specter
Correct
' Ruby ’
That would énswer thatz

Specter

Yes. We've asked you all the reasons==---=
Now, Ilir. Herndon, ask those final questions.

Herndon

I will procedd with, "Are you dack Ruby?"
Ruby '
llyesll « o

Herndon
"Do you consider yourself to be 100 percent American patriot?“

Ruby :
"Yes"
Herndon i :
"Is all of the tesimony given by you today the complete truth?"

Ruby

“YCS n
Herndon

e three questions were asked and answered. The series is now
CI'e - :

: Sp.ec'tenl__\‘_
That concludes the polygraph examination.
(Herndon is removing equipment from Ruby
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Specter

I would like to have you sign your name about 10 times for us.
And would you put on the date for us too? ' The date is July 18,

19¢6L.,
Ruby
(to .Tonahill)

Let me have my blasses, Joe.

(*onahill handed glasses to Ruby)

. Specter :
And now would you write the sentence at the bottom , " NOW IS
wnld TIwd FOR ALL GOOD MEN TO COME TO THE AID OF THEIR COUNTRY."

Reader

I TIINK SO T00, I FELT THIS ALL ALONG.
{ he exits)

Screen i
(Uhlle Ruby is signing this paper)

Poster of American flag,eagle,
‘patriotic symbols,

NOY IS THE TIMEC FOR ALL GOOD MEN TO COME TO THE AID OF THEIR
CCULITRY '

(Ruby has signed everything.)
\Herndon is busy at the machine,removing tape,
(Reporter is at her desk) .

(Dr. Beaver, Mr., Sweatt have departed)
(Irs Fowler left the room)
(Holman stands by the door)

(Alexander, Tonahill, Ruby standing up,
""to one side~ )

F Tho very last words of the polygraph examination,
exactly as they_hapoened , better than one could
ever imagine, conclude the interview.

. (You can find them-just as I typed them on the next
page for the conclusion of the play--in Volume X1V,
pate 570 of the Hearings,

- e e
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Ruby
Joe, are you going to do what I asked you'to?

Tonahill

I'm going to do my best. You know me well enéugh to know
that I'm going to do my best. '

‘Ruby -
I know you ‘well enough.,

Herndon
(still working at tape in maching)
You were very cooperative, Mr,Ruby,
Tonahill

Goodbye,'Jack. Good to see you,
: ; 43
Ruby -
You're going to do what I ask you to do?

Tonahill , T

I going to.do my Best.' I told y%u I would, Lvepything' I do
is for your best interest and I have worked awful hard,

Ruby
I lmow. You are a BIG MAN and I know how big you can be,

‘ToNshill

I'm going to do ny -best, 1like I said, and not let anytﬁing under
the sun happen, )

Ruby
You know what I'm talking atout?
' Tonahill

I know exactly what you'r talking about, 2

(Before leaving the room Mr ,Ruby conferred briefly

with Mr., Tonahill and Alexander out of the hearing
of others in the room, ). s

(They go to one side in a huddle, separate, Jailer
Holman walks ,over from the door, puts his arms
in Ruby's, and leads him out the door.;









