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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: MKULTRA Subprojects 7, 27, 33, and 40 - SN

1. The earliest document of substance in the file of subproject
7 is a letter to the Geschickter Fund from Dr. Harold A. Abramson dated
June 8, 1953. The letter acknowledges support for the previous year's
Tesearch on LSD 25 and requests support during the year July 1953 - July
1954. There is a separate reference in the file to "RD-37', presum-
ably a research and development contract or project. Searches through
TSS and Office of Logistics records failed to produce anything beannor
such an identification. The Office of Security file on the principal
investigator, Harold A. Abramson, was opened in Mzy 1952 with a request
from RDD/TSS for a Top Secret clearance. The clearance was granted
in August 1952. This suggests that CIA interest in the research began
in 1952 around the time the clearance was requested.

2. The request for support during the 1953-1954 year says

that a psychiatrist will "analyze the verbatim recordings in over 100
experiments in which LSD 25 has already been given,' inferentially dur-
ing the first year. Among thé things to be studied were the reaction
time to light and sound and eye-hand coordination. This, together with
the item in the budget for payment to the subjects suggests that sub-
jects were aware that they were participating in expsrimentation. The
proposal also says:

"One of the difficulties of determining explicitly the
effect of the drug itself is that the subject and the observer
are both conscious of the fact that an experiment is being per-
formed. It is hoped in the next year that subjects on the Neurol-
ogy Service who are essentially normzal from a psychietric point
of view will be given unwitting doses of the drug for psycho- .
therapeutic purposes. In this way more valuable experiments will
probably be carried out in spite of hospital ccnditicns."

D Subproj ect 27 is a continuation of subo*o;ecg. 7 to carry
the research through from July 4, 1954 to July 3, 18535. A letter to
the Geschickter Foundation dated February 22 2 1934 Tequests a terminal
grant to permit consolidation and analysis of the data gathered during
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the first two years, to search for a suiteble antidote, and to determine
what happens during rapid desensitization following repeated high doses
of LSD 25. Pzrt of the work was to be done at Lheb
o ccntinve the work on the metabolism of nerve
2nd brain tissuve and to investigate the action of LSD 25 on the develop-
ment of the nervous system by studying the embryological development of
the developing embryo as a w}wole and the effect.of LSD 25 on the organ-

izer itself." Funds for the purchase of animals were included in the
budget.

_ 4. c’._Z'Jp‘roject 33 was estzblished for the purpose of correcting
* an error in the payment of the service charge to the Geschickter Fund for
subproject 27.

5. Subproject 40 was estzblished to continue support to the re-
search of Dr. Hzrold A. Abramscn from 4 July 19SS to 4 July 1956, prim-

arily at &P. Some of the e-
quipment at was to be used if transfer/purchzse cculd be

arranged. About half the time was to be devoted to study of commer--
cially important compounds with the rest of the time devoted to anticote
and synergy experiments on man as well as lower forms. Additional
fuinds were to have been scught from other sources ''as well as O. N. R."
(Office of Navezl Research?) Abramson suggested that he would apply to
the Public Hezlth Service for z grant "if that is not contra-indicated."

furnished ''many compounds' and '‘cocperated in many
ways in facilitating the program,of the experiments."

6. By letter dated June 12, 1956 Dr. Abramson requested finan-
cial support for continuztion of the work under subproject 40. At the
request of TSS/CD, Dr. Abramson agreed to investigate the feasibility
of using zerosols as deli\aer) systems. He was also to explore the
blccking ‘of LSD reactions by -investigating what might be causing a
bloc<1:1g Teaction in tissue extracts, keeping in mind possible cnpll-
cation of these compounds to e\-permental and clinical psychoses in man."

1s Neither the _
knew of CIA interest in the research. Both
institutions, however, knew the research was being conducted. The (NN
have nct responded to correspondence addres-
sed to them by the General Counsel. A letter from the
AN, Cc:tcd December 8, 1977 acknowledges receipt of copies of
materials from Agency files and says they have reviewed all available
det2ils of the research studies. The letter says ''....we do not feel
that the scientific nature of the work or the manner in which it was
conducted at that time can be subjected to justifiable criticism, even
by todzy's different standards.'" The letter urges the Agency to pro-
tect individuzl and institutionzl identities, but to notify the
if we are wnable to déo so, and to fu'mlsh ccpies of any inicrma-
ticn released. '"At a minimm, d‘us would require that any such




ure and scope of the re-
ific and ethical fashion
imate scientific reasons
“the Agency.'r

disclosurc accurately portray the
search carried out at b
and the fact that it was wndertake
without any knowledge that it was

8.  The declination of the EEEEGGUGGGGG—S o
respond to correspondence from the Gensrazl Counsel last year suggests
that nothing will be gained by addressing further correspondence to
them. The letter of December 8, 1277 frcm ths

seems to make it quite clear that the QUM accepts full re-
sponsibility for the research and the mznner in which it was conducted.
No further action with respect to these two institutions will be taken.
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S. Because the principal investigator, Dr. Harold A. Abramson,
was used as a consultant in other MKULTR2A operations in New York City,
a separate letter will be addressed to him requestlng his pemaission
to have a representative of the Agency to pay him a visit.




