
6 OSWALD IS "ALL RIGHT

I t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t o  know t h e s e  t h i n g s  a b o u t  
A s s i s t a n t  C ounse l  W esley J  L i e b e l e r :  He w ro te  me a l e t t e r  r e f e r ­
r i n g  to  w hat he te rm ed  " n o t  e n t i r e l y  c o m p lim e n ta ry "  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  
him i n  WHITEWASH: THE REPORT ON THE WARftEN REPORT; he was s i l e n t
when he g o t  a l e t t e r  accom panying a copy and a s k in g  p o i n t e d  q u e s ­
t i o n s ;  and h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a n o t h e r  b ook .  I n q u e s t :  The W arren
Commission and th e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  T r u t h .

T here  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  no r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  L i e b e l e r  re sp o n d  
t o  th e  l e t t e r  he i n s p i r e d ,  o r  t h a t ,  h a v in g  r e a d  WHITEWASH, he i n  
any way make f u r t h e r  comment on h i s  o r i g i n a l  answ ered  c o m p la i n t .

L ik e w is e ,  t h e r e  was no r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  L i e b e l e r  a s s i s t  
Edward J E p s t e i n  i n  th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  I n q u e s t .  T h i s ,  how ever,  
L i e b e l e r  e l e c t e d  t o  do The r e s u l t  i s  a p o r t r a y a l  o f  L i e b e l e r  i n  
t h a t  book a s  l i t t l e  s h o r t  o f  h e r o i c  H is  i s  t h e  l e g a l  f i n g e r  i n  
t h e  h o le  i n  t h e  Commission d ik e  th r o u g h  w h ich  t r u t h  was p o u r in g ;  
he i s  th e  one who p r e p a r e d  l e n g t h y  memoranda w arn in g  o f  th e  s h o r t ­
comings and d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h e  work o f  o t h e r s  on t h e  C om m iss ion 's  
s t a f f ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  o f  i t s  c h a i r m a n .  In  f a c t ,  L i e b e l e r  opened 
h i s  f i l e s  t o  E p s t e i n .  T h is  i n  i t s e l f  p ro v o k es  wonderment a t  th e  
p r i v a t e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l s  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n  o f  th e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  and a f t e r  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h a t  i n ­
v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  th e  l a c k  o f  p u b l i c ,  o f f i c i a l  p r o t e s t  o v e r  t h e  u n ­
a u t h o r i z e d  u se  o f  r e s t r i c t e d  docum ents

I n  E p s t e i n ' s  p ag es  L i e b e l e r  i s  p a i n t e d  w i t h  b r a v u r a  s t r o k e s .  
The p o r t r a i t  i s  a handsome c o m p o s i te  o f  th e  D u tch  boy and P e r r y  
Mason.

T here  i s  no dou b t  o f  th e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  th e  work o f  o t h e r s  
on th e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  Com mission, n o r  i s  t h e r e  o f  th e  e r r o r s  o f  th e  
c h a i rm a n  and o t h e r  members T here  i s  d o u b t ,  h ow ever ,  t h a t  E p s t e i n ' s  
a t t r i b u t i o n  o f  f a u l t  was as  f a i r  and n e u t r a l  a s  one m igh t e x p e c t  i n  
su c h  a work, e s p e c i a l l y  b e c a u s e  i t  beg a n  as  one o f  i m p a r t i a l  s c h o l ­
a r s h i p ,  a t h e s i s  by a s t u d e n t  o f  governm ent u n d e r  t h e  t u t e l a g e  o f  
an  e m in e n t ,  l e a r n e d ,  w ise  and r e s p e c t e d  p r o f e s s o r  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
r e p u t a t i o n .

I t  t h e r e f o r e  becomes a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  examine th e  work of  
L i e b e l e r  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c o u n s e l  a s  he l e d  E p s t e i n  t o  s c r u t i n i z e  th e  
p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  h i s  a s s o c i a t e d  a s s i s t a n t  c o u n s e l  and o t h e r s  o f  th e  
Com mission. We s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  h i s  h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e  p h o to g r a p h ic  
w i t n e s s e s  i n  P a r t  I I I  Here we s h a l l  lo o k  i n t o  e v id e n c e  and w i t ­
n e s s e s  who c o u ld  have  b ee n  h a n d le d  w i t h  e a s e  and com petence by 
s t u d e n t s  o f  L i e b e l e r  th e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  law a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
C a l i f o r n i a

L e t  us b e g i n  w i t h  a q u i t e  c o m p re h e n s ib le  b u t  h i t h e r t o  u n ­
p u b l i s h e d  b i t  o f  e v i d e n c e .  I t  i s  a s im p le  and d i r e c t  p o l i c e  i n ­
v e s t i g a t i v e  r e p o r t  d a t e d  F e b r u a r y  17 ,  1961;.. I t  i s  c a p t i o n e d ,  
" S u b j e c t :  C r im in a l  I n t e l l i g e n c e  ( 6 ) T e o f 11 M e l l e r " A c t u a l l y ,
i t  r e l a t e s  a s  much t o  Mr s  M e l le r  The M e l le r s  a r e  among th o s e
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i n  th e  D a l l a s - F o r t  W orth  R u s s i a n  community who b e f r i e n d e d  M arina 
Oswald T h is  n e c e s s i t a t e d  o c c a s i o n a l  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  Oswald home

Two s e n te n c e s  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  a r e  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  im p o r t :
Mrs M e l l e r  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  she  saw th e  book " C a p i t a l " ,  

w h ich  was w r i t t e n  by K a r l  Marx d u r in g  one o f  t h e s e  v i s i t s  
a t  O sw a ld 's  h ouse  and became v e r y  w o r r ie d  a b o u t  i t  Sub­
j e c t  s a i d  he checked  w i t h  th e  FBI and th e y  t o l d  him t h a t  
Oswald was a l l  r i g h t

H e re ,  w i t h  s i m p l i c i t y  and d i r e c t n e s s ,  i s  s e t  f o r t h  one o f  
t h e  " c e n t r a l  an sw ers  i n  any h o n e s t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  a s s a s s i n a ­
t i o n .  I t  a d d r e s s e s  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  i f  an y ,  b e tw e en  
Oswald and th e  p o l i c e  and i n t e l l i g e n c e  a g e n c i e s  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  
governm ent T h e re  i s  an  abundance  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  
a l r e a d y  i n  WHITEWASH, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  c h a p t e r ,  "The O sw alds '  
Government R e l a t i o n s "  T here  i s  th e  u n r e s o lv e d  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  
w h e th e r  o r  n o t  FBI S p e c i a l  Agent H osty  t o l d  t h e  p o l i c e ,  a lm o s t  a t  
t h e  moment o f  O sw a ld 's  a p p r e h e n s io n ,  t h a t  th e  FBI knew Oswald had 
a c a p a c i t y  f o r  s u c h  a c r im e  T here  i s  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  FBI, 
w h ich  knew o f  O sw a ld 's  p r e s e n c e  i n  D a l l a s ,  t o  a l e r t  t h e  D s l l a s  
p o l i c e  and t h e  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e .  He was t h e n  an  " a c t i v e "  FBI c a s e .  
From what was p u b l i c l y  known a t  th e  t im e o f  th e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n ,  
c l e a r l y  Oswald seemed n o t  t o  be an o b j e c t  o f  FBI c o n c e r n ,  a l t h o u g h  
he was w e l l  known to  i t  And t h e r e  w as,  f rom  th e  v e ry  b e g i n n in g ,  
a p u b l i c  s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  Oswald had some k in d  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  
th e  FBI o r  th e  CIA He w as,  a f t e r  a l l ,  a d e f e c t o r  t o  th e  S o v ie t  
Onion who r e d e f e c t e d  t o  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  He was u n d e r  r e g u l a r  
FBI s u r v e i l l a n c e  t h a t  w as ,  im m e d ia te ly  p r i o r  t o  th e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n ,  
e x te n d e d  t o  h i s  w ife

M e l l e r ' s  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  p o l i c e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  means t h a t  w i th  
t h i s  p u b l i c  h i s t o r y  Oswald was s t i l l  " a l l  r i g h t "  t o  t h e  FBI T here  
a r e  o t h e r s  c o n s i d e r e d  M a r x i s t s  who a r e  a l s o  " a l l  r i g h t "  t o  th e  FBI 
They s u r f a c e  from  t im e to  t im e i n  v a r i o u s  p r o c e e d in g s  as  FBI w i t ­
n e s s e s  a g a i n s t  l e f t - w i n g  g r o u p s .  These p e o p le  a r e  a c t i n g  a s  a g e n t s  
f o r  t h e  FBI M e l l e r ' s  s t a t e m e n t  to  t h e  p o l i c e ,  a t  l e a s t  by i m p l i ­
c a t i o n ,  c l a s s i f i e s  Oswald i n  such  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  th e  FBI.

Suppose M e l le r  were i n  e r r o r ,  o r  su p p o se  th e  p o l i c e  m isu n ­
d e r s t o o d  him o r  had  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t  made an  e r r o r  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ?  
Members o f  t h e  Commission s t a f f  knew t h a t  a g r e a t  many o f  th e  w i t ­
n e s s e s  p r e v i o u s l y  i n t e r v i e w e d  by th e  FBI c o m p la in ed  o f  i t s  i n a c ­
c u r a t e  r e p o r t i n g .  Vocal c o m p la in a n t s  i n c l u d e d  th e  D a l l a s  p o l i c e  
and t h e  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  I f  t h e  FBI e r r e d  i n  r e p o r t i n g ,  co u ld  n o t  
t h e  p o l i c e ?  I f  t h e  " e r r o r s "  o f  th e  FBI were d e l i b e r a t e ,  would n o t  
th e  p o l i c e  have s i m i l a r  m o t iv e ?  A side  f rom  th e  p o r t e n t o u s  m eaning 
o f  O sw a ld 's  b e i n g  " a l l  r i g h t "  t o  t h e  F B I,  how a b o u t  th e  r e c o r d  and 
p u b l i c  image so j e a l o u s l y  and v o c a l l y  f o s t e r e d  and g u a rd e d  by  i t s  
d i r e c t o r ?

S o , one way o r  a n o t h e r ,  once t h e  Commission knew o f  M e l l e r ' s  
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  th e  FBI s a i d  Oswald was " a l l  r i g h t "  even  th o u g h  he 
was a s e l f - p r o c l a i m e d  M a r x i s t  who had b e e n  a d e f e c t o r  t o  t h e  S o v ie t  
U n ion ,  t h e  Commission c o u ld  n o t  a v o id  t h i s  p o l i c e  r e p o r t  o f  F e b r u ­
a r y  17 ,  1961+.

B ut i t  d i d .
W esley  J .  L i e b e l e r  d id  i t
He must have known o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  I t  was h i s  job  and h i s  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  know o f  i t  And t h e  document i t s e l f  -  p a r t  o f  
Commission Document 950 -  b e a r s  on i t s  f a c e  th e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  
i t  was " i n d e x e d " .  I t  and  o t h e r  d ocum en ts ,  many, l i k e  t h i s ,  su p ­
p r e s s e d  from  th e  R e p o r t ,  s h o u ld  be s e e n  and s t u d i e d  by as  many 
p e o p le  a s  p o s s i b l e  They c a n  th e n  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  how t h e i r  
Commission f u n c t i o n e d  W hile i t  was c a l l e d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s ,  Tt



was t h e i r s  a l s o  How t h e i r  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  and FBI i n v e s t i g a t e d  
and r e p o r t e d  on  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  s h o u l d  a l s o  be 
u n d e r s t o o d

The o f f i c i a l  r o s t e r  o f  Commission w i t n e s s e s  does n o t  l i s t  
" T e o f i l "  o r  George M e l le r  as  a w i t n e s s  In  i t s e l f ,  w i t h  th e  ex 
i s t e n c e  o f  t h i s  p o l i c e  r e p o r t ,  su c h  an  o m is s io n  i s  p e r p l e x i n g .  
However, Mrs Anna M e l l e r ,  h i s  w i f e ,  i s  a w i tn e s s  She gave a 
d e p o s i t i o n  to  L i e b e l e r  b e g in n in g  a t  9 a m. March 2 J ,  1961+, b u t  
f i v e  weeks a f t e r  th e  p o l i c e  r e p o r t  I t  sh o u ld  n o t ,  by now, c o n ­
f u s e  th e  r e a d e r  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  March 2 J ,  1961+> t e s t im o n y  of  
Anna M e l le r  a p p e a r s  i n  Volume 3 o f  th e  t e s t i m o n y ,  w hereas  
L i e b e l e r ' s  J u l y  22 i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  of  th e  p h o to g r a p h i c  w i t n e s s e s ,  
f o u r  months l a t e r ,  a p p e a r  i n  Volume 7

And a l t h o u g h  T e o f i l  M e l le r  was n o t  a w i t n e s s ,  i t  i s  n o t  
b e c a u s e  he was u n a v a i l a b l e  o r  i n  any way i n a c c e s s i b l e  to  L i e b e l e r  
He was, i n  f a c t ,  p r e s e n t  when L i e b e l e r  i n t e r r o g a t e d  h i s  w ife  -  he 
was a c t u a l l y  i n  th e  v e r y  room d u r in g  th e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  -  w i th o u t  
h i m s e l f  b e i n g  a sk ed  a b o u t  t h i s  im p o r t a n t  p o l i c e  r e p o r t !  I t  i s  
q u i t e  u n u s u a l  f o r  any f o u r t h  p a r t y  to  show as  " p r e s e n t "  d u r in g  
t h e s e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  M o s t ly ,  t h e r e  were o n ly  th e  Commission 
l a w y e r ,  th e  w i t n e s s  and a s t e n o g r a p h e r  M e l l e r ' s  p r e s e n c e  i s  
a lm o s t  a s  e x c e p t i o n a l  a s  h i s  s i l e n c e  T h a t  he was p r e s e n t  can  
be shown o n ly  b e c a u s e  o f  L i e b e l e r ' s  warm and c h e e r y  g r e e t i n g ,  
a l s o  n o t  t y p i c a l  o f  th e  t r a n s c r i p t s  o f  h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  His 
v e r y  f i r s t  w ords ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  a r e ,  "Come i n ,  Mr and Mrs 
M e l l e r ,  and s i t  down" (8H379)

How lo n g  Mrs M e l le r  -  r e a l l y  b o th  M e l l e r s  -  were on the  
s ta n d  i s  n o t  im m e d ia te ly  a p p a r e n t ,  and w i t h  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  
t r a c i n g  th e  a p p e a r a n c e s  o f  L i e b e l e r ' s  w i t n e s s e s  i n  t h e  r e c o r d ,  
as  we se e  i n  coming c h a p t e r s ,  i t  r e a l l y  i s  n o t  w o r th  t h e  t im e 
r e q u i r e d  to  l e a r n .  The w i tn e s s  who f o l lo w s  Mrs M e l l e r  i n  th e  
p r i n t e d  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  L i e b e l e r ' s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  o f  th e  R u s s ia n  
community i s  M rs. E le n a  A H a l l ,  who a p p e a re d  i n  th e  v e r y  same 
room, b u t  a t  5 p m .  th e  day b e f o r e , March 21+, 196I+. I n  any e v e n t ,  
Mrs. M e l l e r ' s  t e s t im o n y  r e q u i r e d  12^ p a g e s ,  ample t i m e ,  more t h a n  
r e q u i r e d  f o r  some o f  th e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  t e s t im o n y  In  a l l  o f  
t h i s  sp a c e  and a l l  o f  t h e s e  w o rd s ,  L i e b e l e r  n e v e r  once a sk ed  h e r  
a b o u t  th e  p o l i c e  r e p o r t  Nor d i d  he a s k  h e r  h u sb a n d ,  who was 
p r e s e n t  end who made th e  s t a t e m e n t  to  th e  p o l i c e

N o t ,  how ever,  t h a t  L i e b e l e r  d id  n o t  g e t  c l o s e  to  i t  For 
exam ple ,  when Mrs. M e l l e r  was r a m b l in g  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a q u e s t i o n  
t h a t  d id  n o t  i n  any way r e l a t e  t o  th e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  Oswald was 
" a l l  r i g h t "  t o  th e  FBI:

Mrs. M e l l e r .  On th e  t h i r d  t im e ,  p r o b a b l y ,  I  n o t i c e d
i n  th e  l i v i n g  room on what you w i l l  c a l l  t h a t  t a b l e  t h a t  
th e  lamp was s i t t i n g  n e a r  th e  d iv a n .  I  n o t i c e  s e v e r a l  bo o k s ;  
i t  was " K a p i t a l "  book K a r l  Marx and l i t e r a t u r e  a b o u t  Commun­
ism . I t  c a u g h t  my eye and I  was r e a l  u p s e t

Mr. L i e b e l e r  D id you say  a n y t h in g  to  Oswald?
Mrs. M e l l e r  I  s a i d  to  M arina " W h a t 's  t h i s  book d o ing  

h e r e " ,  so m e th in g  l i k e  t h a t  I  m en tio n e d  so m e th in g  and she 
s a i d  Lee t a k e s  a l l  t h o s e  books from  th e  l i b r a r y  and r e a d i n g  
them . I  d id  n o t  sa y  much a f t e r  b u t  I  was r e a l  u p s e t  
(8H382)

Having come t h i s  c l o s e ,  L i e b e l e r  a v o id e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  th e  
F B I 's  a t t i t u d e  tow ard  O swald ,  o r  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  by s im p ly  
c h a n g in g  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a s k i n g ,  o f  Oswald, who c l e a r l y  had n o t  b ee n  
home, "Was t h a t  th e  l a s t  t im e you saw him?"

On th e  v e r y  n e x t  p ag e ,  a lm o s t  p l a y i n g  c a t - a n d - m o u s e  w i t h  
u s ,  L i e b e l e r  h i m s e l f  r e t u r n s  t o  th e  v i s i t  t o  th e  Oswald home:
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Mr L i e b e l e r  L e t  me go b ac k  to  t h e  t im e  t h a t  Oswald l i v e d  
i n  F o r t  Worth. You s a i d  t h a t  you and Mr Bouhe had g iv e n  g r o ­
c e r i e s  t o  th e  Oswalds and h e lp e d  them i n  o t h e r  ways Would 
you t e l l  me a p p r o x im a te ly ,  and t a k e  your  t im e t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  
i t ,  how much g r o c e r i e s  and what o t h e r  t h i n g s  were g iv e n  to  th e  
Oswalds d u r in g  t h a t  p e r i o d  by f r i e n d s ?  (8H3 8 3 )

How c a r e f u l  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r  was, how d i l i g e n t  i n  h i s  s e a r c h  
f o r  th e  f u n d a m e n ta l  t r u t h  -  a b o u t  t h e  e n t i r e l y  i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l  m at­
t e r  o f  "how much g r o c e r i e s  were g iv e n  t o  th e  O sw alds"!  About
t h i s  he w an ted  h e r  t o  " t a k e  y o u r  t im e to  t h i n k  a b o u t  i t "  H e re ,  
in d e e d ,  he was g e t t i n g  t o  t h e  b e d r o c k  f a c t  o f  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  
th e  ^ r e s i d e n t  Why i n t r u d e  upon su c h  v i t a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  as  was i t  
one l o a f  o f  b r e a d  o r  two, one b o t t l e  o f  m i lk  o r  more, by i n q u i r i n g  
a b o u t  s u c h  t r i v i a  as  th e  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e en  Oswald and th e  FBI!

At th e  v e r y  end o f  h i s  p r o d d in g  and p r o b in g ,  o f  h i s  e x e r c i s e  
o f  a l l  t h e  w i l e s  and s k i l l s  o f  th e  p e r s e v e r i n g  la w y e r  d ig g in g  f o r  
t h e  h id d e n  e s s e n c e ,  L i e b e l e r  a g a i n  g e t s  th e  r e a d e r  o f  h i s  i n t e r r o ­
g a t i o n  on th e  edge o f  t h e  c h a i r ,  coming b o l d l y  r i g h t  up to  t h e  q u e s ­
t i o n  a g a i n :

Mr L i e b e l e r  
Mrs Me H e r  
Mr L i e b e l e r  
Mrs M e l le r  

S e r v i c e  a n o t h e r  
n o t  r e c a l l  name 

Mr L i e b e l e r ,  
i n t e r v i e w e d  you 

Mrs M e l le r  
D a l l a s  g roup

Mr. L i e b e l e r .  
Mrs M e l le r  
Mr L i e b e l e r  
Mrs M e l l e r .
"Y es ,  y e s , "  Mrs M e l le r  s a y s ,  a s  th o u g h  i n  e x c i t e m e n t ,  as 

th o u g h  she u n d e r s to o d  w hat was t o  f o l l o w ,  t h a t  a t  l a s t  t h i s  l o n g -  
b u r i e d  s e c r e t  was t o  be w r e s te d  from h e r ,  i f  n o t  h e r  husband

L i e b e l e r  once a g a i n  changed  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a s k i n g ,  "Did you 
e v e r  fo rm  an  o p in io n  a s  t o  who was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e s e  m a r i t a l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  th e  Oswalds were h a v in g ? "

To t h i s  he g o t  an  in d e e d  e a r t h - s h a k i n g  r e s p o n s e ,  t h a t  Oswald 
b e a t  h i s  w i f e  b e c a u s e  she d id  n o t  keep  t h e  tu b  f u l l  o f  w a te r  so 
t h a t ,  w henever  he f e l t  th e  u rg e  o r  th e  gr im e o f  h i s  d a y ' s  t o i l  heavy  
upon h im , "he can  t a k e  b a t h  b e f o r e  he s i t  down to  e a t "

Thus we have a n o t h e r  p o r t r a i t  o f  W esley  J  L i e b e l e r  -  "and 
th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t r u t h "  And o f  th e  t h i n g s  o f  w hich  P r e s i d e n t i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a r e  made, c r im e s  " s o lv e d "  -  and th e  FBI p r o t e c t e d

The n a t u r e  o f  O sw a ld 's  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  th e  FBI was r e g a rd e d  
as i m p o r t a n t  by  E p s t e i n ,  f o r  whom L i e b e l e r  was p e r h a p s  t h e  m a jo r  
s i n g l e  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I n q u e s t  i s  a r a t h e r  s l i g h t  book .
The p ag es  o f  i t s  w id e -m a rg in e d  and h e a v i l y  sp aced  t e x t  number b u t  
l^lj-. And o f  t h e s e  few p a g e s ,  as  many as  t h r e e  b e tw e en  th e  v a r i o u s  
p a r t s  o f  th e  book a r e  b l a n k .  O th e r s  a r e  t a k e n  up w i t h  c h a r t s  and 
p i c t u r e s  " O s w a ld 's  a l l e g e d  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  th e  FBI" a p p e a r s  on 
12, o r  a p p r o x im a te ly  t e n  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  p r i n t e d  p ag es  Y e t  n o t  once 
on th e s e  p ag es  does t h e  name o f  W esley  J  L i e b e l e r  a p p e a r

T h is  i s  h a r d l y  a r e a l  " i n q u e s t "  Nor i s  i t  how "The W arren
Commission" so u g h t  " t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t r u t h "  I t  i s ,  how ever,  
a g r a p h i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  th e  e f f o r t  o f  i t s  h e r o i c  and c r u s a d i n g  
a s s i s t a n t  c o u n s e l  and what he d id  -  o r  d id  n o t  -  do
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Here t h e r e  was n o t  m e re ly  a t h i r d - h a n d  rum or,  a s  r e p o r t e d  
by E p s t e i n ,  coming to  th e  Commission from  Texas A t to r n e y  G e n e ra l  
Waggoner C a r r  who had b ee n  t o l d  by  newspaperman Alonzo H udk ins ,  
who had b e e n  t o l d  by A l l a n  S w e a t t ,  c h i e f  o f  th e  c r i m i n a l  d i v i s i o n  
o f  t h e  D a l l a s  S h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e ,  n e i t h e r  o f  whom was c a l l e d  a s  a 
w i t n e s s :

T hree  days  e a r l i e r  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  W arren end J  Lee R ankin  
had met s e c r e t l y  w i t h  Texas A t to r n e y  G e n e r a l  Waggoner C a rr  
and D a l l a s  D i s t r i c t  A t to r n e y  Henry  Wade The Texas o f f i c i a l s  
r e l a t e d  a s t o r y  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  Oswald had b e e n  w o rk in g  f o r  th e  
FBI a s  an  in f o r m a n t  s i n c e  S ep tem ber  1962; t h a t  Oswald was on 
th e  FBI p a y r o l l  a t  $200 a month on t h e  day he was a r r e s t e d ;  
and t h a t  Oswald had b e e n  a s s ig n e d  an  in f o r m a n t  number, 179 
The s o u r c e  o f  th e  s t o r y  seemed t o  be A lonzo H u d k in s ,  a 
H o u s to n  n ew sp a p er  r e p o r t e r  ( I n q u e s t  3 3 ~U)

T here  i s  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  from  Hudkins i n  th e  Commis­
s i o n ' s  f i l e s ,  and i t  r e l a t e s  t o  a n o t h e r  o f  th e  p r e s s i n g  q u e s t i o n s  
a b o u t  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  and th e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  i t :  How Ja ck
Ruby f i t s  i n t o  th e  e n t i r e  p i c t u r e  We have  b e e n  l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  E p s t e i n  v i r t u a l l y  r a n s a c k e d  th e  C om m iss ion 's  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  to  
use  th e  word o f  one e n r a p t u r e d  r e v i e w e r ;  t h a t  h i s  " i s  a p u b l i c  
s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  k in d  one w ish e s  were u n n e c e s s a r y " ,  who d id  t h e  e n ­
t i r e  jo b ,  a l l  by  h i n s e l f ,  b e c a u s e  " t h e  p r e s s  l e f t  i t  t o  a s i n g l e  
s c h o l a r  t o  f i n d  th e  new s" ,  i n  t h e  r e s t r a i n e d  la n g u a g e  o f  R ic h a rd  
H. R o v e re ,  th e  em in e n t  j o u r n a l i s t - c r i t i c  whose a c c u r a c y  i s  o f  an 
o r d e r  e q u a le d  o n ly  by h i s  r e s t r a i n t

T h is  second  Hudkins document i s  one o f  th e  C om m iss ion 's  
e a r l i e s t  I t  i s  d a t e d  December 1 1 ,  1963 , and r e p o r t s  an  i n t e r ­
v iew  o f  th e  p r e v i o u s  day W hile s e e m in g ly  n o t  im p o r t a n t  i n  an  
a p p r a i s a l  o f  " t h e  W arren  Commission and th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
t r u t h " ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  any a p p r a i s a l  o f  th e  p o l i c e  
T h is  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  b e c a u s e ,  a s  WHITEWASH shows ( c h a p t e r  8 ) ,  
Oswald was m urdered  o n ly  b e c a u s e  th e  p o l i c e  made i t  p o s s i b l e

I n  t h e  document th e  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  Ruby c u s ­
t o m a r i l y  t r a v e l e d  armed w i t h  a gun; t h a t  i t  was common knowledge 
t h a t  he was u s u a l l y  armed; t h s t  he was r e c o g n iz e d  and known to  
have no b u s i n e s s  in  th e  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n ;  t h a t ,  to  h i s  l a w y e r ' s  
know ledge ,  he was armed and p r e s e n t  th e  n i g h t  o f  O sw a ld 's  3 0 - c a l l e d  
" p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e "  (WHITEWASH 66- 8 , 8 8 ) ;  and t h a t  t h i s  l a w y e r ,  Tom 
Howard, " a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  C ounty  S h e r i f f ' s  O f f i c e  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  
o b t a i n i n g  th e  r e l e a s e  o f  Ruby two m in u te s  b e f o r e  Oswald was d e ­
l i v e r e d  to  t h e  h o s p i t a l "

Twice i n  a s i n g l e  p a r a g r a p h  th e  S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  q uo ted  Hud­
k i n s  as  s t a t i n g  " t h i s  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  him" I f  i t  was s i g n i f i ­
c a n t  to  H u d k in s ,  i t  a p p a r e n t l y  was n o t  t o  th e  Com mission, and 
o t h e r s

Any " r a n s a c k i n g "  o f  e v i d e n c e ,  by t h e  Commission o r  o t h e r s ,  
s h o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  have in c lu d e d  th e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o r  r e f u t a t i o n  o f  
t h i s  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  r e p o r t  o f  H udkins s p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
T h is  docum ent,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  a d d r e s s e s  i t s e l f  t o  b o t h  p r e ­
m e d i t a t i o n  i n  O s w a ld 's  m urder  and th e  p o s s i b l e  c o m p l i c i t y  o f  th e  
p o l i c e  i n  i t  H u d k in s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was b  p r im e w i t n e s s  on th e  
q u e s t i o n  o f  c o n s p i r a c y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a c o n s p i r a c y  t o  m urder  Oswald , 
th e  a c c u s e d  a s s a s s i n  and th e  man whose mouth above a l l  o t h e r s  
s h o u ld  n o t  have  b e e n  c lo s e d  were t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  t o  be s o lv e d ;  
o r ,  c o n v e r s e l y ,  whose mouth had to  be s h u t  were t h e  c r im e  t o  be 
p in n e d  on h im .

A t to r n e y  Howard, d u r in g  t h e  C om m iss ion 's  l i f e ,  was a l s o  
a l i v e  Today he i s  one o f  t h e  a s t o u n d i n g  number o f  p e o p le  a s s o ­
c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  who have d ie d  u n d e r  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  
p r o p e r l y  c o n s i d e r e d  m y s t e r io u s  They number w e l l  o v e r  a d o ze n .
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Some were k i l l e d  i n  " a u t o  a c c i d e n t s " ,  some d ie d  o f  o s t e n s i b l y  
" n a t u r a l  c a u s e s "  b u t  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  a l l  a c t u a r i a l  t a b l e s ,  and 
some were even  k i l l e d  " a c c i d e n t a l l y "  i n  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n s  ( s e e  
F o r g iv e  I-'y G r i e f , by  Penn J o n e s ,  J r  )

B u t  th e  Commission d id  n o t  c a l l  H udkins a s  a w i tn e s s  e i t h e r  
t o  O sw a ld 's  c o n n e c t io n s  w i t h  t h e  FBI o r  t o  th e  s t r a n g e  d i s i n t e r e s t  
o f  th e  p o l i c e  i n  t h e  u n a u t h o r i z e d  and im p ro p e r  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  v i o ­
l e n t  Ruby, who was known to  t r a v e l  w i t h  a gun , on  a l l  th e  e a r l i e r  
o c c a s io n s  on w h ich  he c o u ld  have m urdered  Oswald; o r  t o  th e  r e m a rk ­
a b l e  and im m edia te  p r e s e n c e  o f  h i s  la w y e r  t o  s e e k  h i s  r e l e a s e  once 
th e  m urder  was done

T h is  document i s  i n  th e  C o m m iss io n 's  own f i l e s , -  where i t  i s  
i n  t h e  f i f t h  f o l d e r  o f  F i l e  8? ,  f o l i o  6(4.0 T h is  f i l e  i s  a f i v e -  
volume S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  R e p o r t  fo rw ard e d  J a n u a r y  8 , 1961|. I t  i s  
8mong th e  e a r l i e s t  e v id e n c e  s v a i l s b l e  t o  t h e  Com mission. The same 
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  d u p l i c a t e d  i n  a n o t h e r  Commission f i l e ,  8 1 ,  from th e  
Texas A t to r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  where i t  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a c o v e r in g  n o t e ,  
u n s ig n e d  and on a b l a n k  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r ,  r e a d i n g ,  " I f  t h i s  o f f i c e  
can be o f  f u r t h e r  h e l p  t o  yo u ,  p l e s s e  c o n t a c t  us  " I t  i s  page 326 
o f  F i l e  81 .

R u b y 's  c o n n e c t i o n s  were o f  s s  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  Commis­
s i o n  s t a f f  a s  th o s e  im puted  to  Oswald L i e b e l e r ' s  h e r o i c  p r o p o r ­
t i o n  i n  I n q u e s t , th r o u g h  w hich  he a s s a u l t e d  h i s  f o rm e r  Commission 
a s s o c i a t e s  i n  i t s  " e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t r u t h " ,  ex ceed s  t h e  r e c o r d  he 
made f o r  h i m s e l f  a s  th e  a s s i s t a n t  c o u n s e l  who l e f t  unansw ered  and 
u n p u rsu e d  T e o f i l  H e l l e r ' s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  b e f o r e  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  
Oswald was " a l l  r i g h t "  t o  th e  FBI

f e c i a l  Service Bureau 
D allas Police Department

S iri

Thru:
lie u te n an t Jack B av ill 
Criminal In te llig en ce  Section 
Special Service Bureau 
D allas P olice Department

SUBJECT) CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE (6) |
TEOFTT. MET.T.ER

Pursuant to  the in s tru c tio n s  of Captain W. P . GANNAWAY,
SUBJECT was interview ed by the undersigned o ff ic e rs  and the following 
re p o rt submitted.

__ Mercedel J!brt "Worth two o r th re e  tim es
a f te r  th a t to  take them food and clo th ing . OSWALD became very b e llig e r ­
en t on these occasions, saying th a t  he d id n 't  need or want help from 
anyone. MRS. KELLER also  said  th a t she saw the book, "CAPITAL", which 
was w ritten  by KARL MARX, during one of these v is i t s  a t  OSWALD'S house 
and became very worried about i t .  SUBJECT sa id  he checked with the FBI 
and they to ld  him th a t OSWALD was a l l  r ig h t .

SUBJECT s ta ted  th a t a frien d  of h is ,  MRS. CUNNINGHAM with the 
TEXAS EMPLOYMENT COMMISSION, helped OSWALD get a job with a photo 
engraving company in  D allas in  October of 1962. When SUBJECT to ld  
OSWALD th a t he should thank her fo r  ge tting  him the Job, he sa id , "Why 

I  ‘“lYBflj <~9|» I

Respectfully submitted,

' i . 6^ "   ,

A. Hellinghaussn, Detective 
ence S3ctlca

P'/M. Parks, Detective 
Crimincl In te ll igence  Section
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