6 OSWALD IS "ALL RIGHT"

It is appropriate et this point to know these things sbout
Assistant Counsel Wesley J Liebeler: He wrote me s letter refer-
ring to what he termed "not entirely complimentary" references to
him in WHITEWASH: THE REPORT ON THE WARREN REPORT; he was silent
when he got a letter accompanying a copy and ssking pointed ques-
tions; and his participation in another book, Inguest: The Warren
Commission and the Establishment of Truth.

There is, of course, no requirement that Liebeler respond
to the letter he inspired, or that, having read WHITEWASH, he in
any way make further comment on his original answered complaint.

Likewise, there was no requirement thet Liebeler assist
Edwerd J Epstein in the preparstion of Inquest. This, however,
Liebeler elected to do The result is a portreyal of Liebeler in
thst book as little short of heroic His is the legal finger in
the hole in the Commission dike through which truth was pouring;
he is the one who prepared lengthy memoranda warning of the short-
comings and deficiencies in the work of others on the Commission's
staff, and especially of its chairman. 1In fact, Liebeler opened
his files to Epstein. This in itself provokes wonderment at the
private possession of classified materials relsting to the investi-
gation of the assassination and after the conclusion of that in-
vestigation et the lack of public, official protest over the un-
guthorized use of restricted documents

In Epstein's pages Liebeler is painted with bravura strokes.
The portrait is a handsome composite of the Dutch boy end Perry
Mason.

There is no doubt of the deficiencies in the work of others
on the staff of the Commission, nor is there of the errors of the
chairmen snd other members There is doubt, however, that Epstein's
attribution of fault was as fair and neutral as one might expect in
such a work, especially because it begen as one of impartial schol-
arship, 8 thesis by a student of government under the tutelage of
an eminent, learned, wise and respected professor of international
reputation.

It therefore becomes appropriate to examine the work of
Liebeler the assistant counsel as he led Epstein to scrutinize the
performance of his associated assistant counsel and others of the
Commission. We shall consider his handling of the photographic
witnesses in Part III Here we shall look into evidence and wit-
nesses who could have been handled with esse and competence by
students of Liebeler the professor of law at the University of
California

Let us begin with a quite comprehensible but hitherto un-
published bit of evidence. It is e simple and direct police in-
vestigative report dated February 17, 1964. It is captioned,
"Subject: Criminal Intelligence (6) Teofil Meller" Actually,
it relates as much to Mrs Meller The Mellers sre among those

LS



in the Dallas-Fort Worth Russian community who befriended Marina
Oswald This necessitated occasional visits to the Oswald home

Two sentences in this report sre of considerable import:

Mrs Meller also said that she saw the book "Capital",
which was written by Karl Marx during one of these visits
at Osweld's house and became very worried about it Sub-
ject said he checked with the FBI and they told him that
Oswald was all right

Here, with simplicity and directness, is set forth one of
the central answers in any honest investigation of the assassina-
tion. It addresses itself to the relationship, if any, between
Oswald and the police and intelligence agencies of the federal
government There is an abundance of information on this sub ject
already in WHITEWASH, especially in the chapter, "The Oswalds'
Government Relations” There is the unresolved question about
whether or not FBI Special Agent Hosty told the police, almost at
the moment of Oswald's apprehension, that the FBI knew Oswald had
a capacity for such a crime There is the failure of the FBI,
which knew of Oswald's presence in Dsllas, to slert the Dsllas
police and the Secret Service. He was then an "active" FBI case.
From what was publicly known at the time of the assassination,
clearly Oswald seemed not to be an object of FBI concern, although
he was well known to it And there was, from the very beginning,
a public suspicion that Oswald had some kind of relationship with
the FBI or the CIA He was, after all, a defector to the Soviet
Union who redefected to the United States He was under regular
FBI surveillance that was, immediately prior to the assassination,
extended to his wife

Meller's statement to the police, therefore, means that with
this public history Oswald was still "all right" to the FBI There
are others considered Marxists who are also "all right" to the FBI
They surface from time to time in various proceedings as FBI wit-
nesses against left-wing groups. These people are acting as agents
for the FBI Meller's statement to the police, at least by impli-
cation, classifies Osweld in such & relationship with the FBI.

Suppose Meller were in error, or suppose the police misun-
derstood him or had in their own right made an error in this report?
Members of the Commission staff knew that a great meny of the wit-
nesses previously interviewed by the FBI complained of its inac-
curste reporting. Vocal complainants included the Dallas police
and the Secret Service If the FBI erred in reporting, could not
the police? If the "errors" of the FBI were deliberate, would not
the police have similar motive? Aside from the portentous meaning
of Oswald's being "all right" to the FBI, how about the record and
public image so jealously and vocally fostered and guarded by its
director?

So, one way or another, once the Commission knew of Meller's
statement that the FBI said Oswald was "all right" even though he
was a self-proclaimed Marxist who had been a defector to the Soviet
Union, the Commission could not avoid this police report of Febru-
ary 17, 196L.

But it did.
Wesley J. Liebeler did it

He must have known of this report It was his job and his
responsibility to know of it And the document itself - psrt of
Commission Document 950 - bears on its face the intelligence that
it was "indexed". It and other documents, many, like this, sup-
pressed from the Report, should be seen and studied by as meny
people as possible They can then better understand how their
Commission functioned While it was called the PresidentTs, 1t
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was theirs also How their Secret Service and FBI investigated
and reported on the President's assassination should also be
understood

The official roster of Commission witnesses does not list
"Teofil" or George Meller ss a witness In itself, with the ex
istence of this police report, such an omission is perplexing.
However, Mrs Anna Meller, his wifs, is a witness She gave a
deposition to Liebeler beginning st 9 a m. March 25, 196L, but
five weeks after the police report It should not, by now, cons
fuse the reader to learn thst the Msrch 25, 196L, testimony of
Anna Meller appears in Volume 8 of the testimony, whereas
Liebeler's July 22 intsrrogations of the photographic witnesses,
four months later, appear in Volume 7

And although Teofil Meller was not a witness, it is not
because he was unavailable or in any way inaccessible to Liebeler
He was, in fact, present when Liebeler interrogated his wife - he
was actually in the very room during the Interrogation - without
himself being asked about this important police report! It is
quite unusual for any fourth party to show as "present" during
these interrogations Mostly, there were only the Commission
lawyer, the witness and a stenographer Meller's pressence is
almost as exceptional as his silence Thet he was present can
be shown only because of Liebeler's warm and cheery greeting,
also not typical of the transcripts of his interrogations His
very first words, in this case, are, "Come in, Mr and Mrs
Meller, and sit down" (8H379)

How long Mrs Meller - really both Mellers - were on the
stand is not immediately apparent, and with the difficulty of
tracing the appearances of Liebeler's witnesses in the record,
as we see in coming chapters, it really is not worth the time
required to learn. The witness who follows Mrs Meller in the
printed trenscript of Liebeler's interrogations of the Russian
community is Mrs. Elena A Hall, who sppeared in the very same
room, but at 5 p m. the dey before, March 24, 1964. In sny cvent,
Mrs. Meller's testimony requlred 12% pages, smple tims, more tnan
required for some of the most significant testimony In all of
this space and all of these words, Liebeler never once asked her
about the police report Nor did he ask her husbend, who was
present and who made the statement to the police

Not, however, that Liebelsr did not get close to it For
sxample, when Mrs., Meller was rambling in response to a question
that did not in eny way relate to the statement that Oswald was
"all right" to the FBI:

Mrs. Meller. On the third time, probably, I noticed
in the living room on what you will call that table that
the lamp was sitting near the divan. I notice several books;
it was "Kapital" book Karl Marx and literatures about Commun-
ism. It caught my eye and I was real upset

Mr. Liebeler Did you say anything to Oswald?

Mrs. Meller I said to Marina "What's this book doing
here", something like that I mentioned something and she
said Lee takes all those books from the library and reading
them. I did not say much after but I was real upset
(8H382)

Having come this close, Liebeler avoided the subject of the
FBI's attitude towerd Oswald, or their relationship, by simply
changing the subject, asking, of Oswald, who clearly had not been
home, "Was that the last time you saw him?"

On the very next page, almost playing cat-and-mouse with
us, Liebeler himself returns to the visit to the Oswald home:
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Mr Lisbeler Let me go back to the time that Oswald lived
in Fort Worth. You said that you and Nr Bouhe had given gro-
ceries to the Oswalds and helped them in other ways Would
you tell me approximately, and take your time to think about
it, how much groceries and what other things were given to the
Oswelds during that period by friends? (8H383)

How careful the interrogator was, how diligent in his search
for the fundasmental truth - about the entirely inconsequential mat-
ter of "how much groceries were given to the Oswalds"! About
this he wanted her to "take your time to think about it"  Here,
indeed, he was getting to the bedrock fact of the assassination of
the President Why intrude upon such vital information as was it
one loaf of bread or two, one bottle of milk or more, by inquiring
sbout such trivia as the relations between Oswald and the FBI!

At the very end of his prodding and probing, of his exercise
of all the wiles and skills of the persevering lawyer digging for
the hidden essence, Liebeler again gets the reader of his interro-
gation on the edge of the chair, coming boldly right up to the ques-
tion sgain:

Mr Liebeler Do you remember being interviewed by the FBI?

Mrs Meller Yes, sir; three times

Mr Liebseler Three times?

Mrs Meller Yes, sir--oh, I mean from FBI one time; Secret
Service snother time, eand third time it was from police I can-
not recall name but it was three times together

Mr Liebeler. As fas (sic) as you can remember the FBI only
interviewed you once?

Mrs Meller Yes; once FBI, once Secret Service, and once
Dallas group

Mr. Liebeler. Was it the Dallas police force?

Mrs Meller Yes

Mr Liebeler Dallas police officers?

Mrs Meller. Yes, yes (8H390)

"Yes, yes," Mrs Meller says, as though in excitement, as
though she understood what was to follow, that at last this long-
buried secret was to be wrested from her, if not her husband

Liebeler once again changed the subject, asking, "Did you
ever form an opinion as to who was responsible for these marital
difficulties the Oswalds were having?"

To this he got an indeed earth-shaking response, that Oswsld
beat his wife because she did not keep the tub full of water so
that, whenever he felt the urge or the grime of his day's toil heavy
upon him, "he can take bath before he sit down to eat"

Thus we have another portrait of Wesley J Liebeler - "and
the establishment of truth" And of the things of which Presidential
investigations are made, crimes "solved" - and the FBI protected

The nature of Oswald's relationship with the FBI was regarded
as important by Epstein, for whom Liebeler was perhaps the ma jor
single source of informstion. Inquest is a rather slight book.

The pages of its wide-mergined and heavily spaced text number but
154. And of these few pages, as many as three between the various
parts of the book are blank. Others are taken up with charts and
pictures "Oswald's alleged association with the FBI" appears on
12, or approximately ten percent of the printed pages Yet not once
on these pages does the name of Wesley J Liebeler appear

This is hardly a real "inquest" Nor is it how "The Warren
Commission" sought "the establishment of truth" It is, however,
a graphic representation of the effort of its heroic and crusading
assistant counsel and whet he did - or did not - do
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Here there was not merely a third-hend rumor, as reported
by Epstein, coming to the Commission from Texas Attorney General
Waggoner Carr who had been told by newspaperman Alonzo Hudkins,
who had been told by Allan Sweatt, chief of the criminal division
of the Dallas Sheriff's office, neither of whom was csalled as a
witness:

Three days esrlier Chief Justice Warren and J Lee Rankin
had met secretly with Texas Attorney General Waggonsr Carr
and Dellas District Attorney Henry Wade The Texas officials
related a story elleging thet Oswald had been working for the
FBI as an informant since September 1962; that Oswald wes on
the FBI pasyroll at $200 a month on the day he was arrested;
and that Oswald had been assigned an informant number, 179
The source of the story seemed to be Alonzo Hudkins, a
Houston newspaper reporter (Inquest 33-l4)

There is further information from Hudkins in the Commis-
sion's files, and it relates to another of the pressing questions
about the assassination and the investigation of it: How Jack
Ruby fits into the entire picture We have been led to believe
that Epstein virtually ransacked the Commission's information, to
use the word of one enraptured reviewer; that his "is a public
service of the kind one wishes were unnecessary", who did the en-
tire job, all by hinself, because "the press left it to a single
scholar to find the news", in the restrained lenguage of Richard
H. Rovere, the eminent journalist-critic whose accuracy is of an
order equaled only by his restraint

This second Hudkins document is one of the Commissicn's
earliest It is dsted December 11, 1963, and reports an inter-
view of the previous dey While seemingly not important in an
appreisal of "the Warren Commission snd the establishment of
truth", it is important, especially in any appraisesl of the police
This is particularly true becsuse, as WHITEWASH shows (chspter 8),
Oswald was murdered only because the police made it possible

In the document the Secret Service reports that Ruby cus-
tomarily traveled armed with a gun; thet it was common knowledge
that he was usually esrmed; thet he was recognized and known to
have no business in the police station; that, to his lawyer's
knowledge, he was armed and present the night of Oswald's so-cslled
"press conference" (WHITEWASH 66-8,88); and that this lawyer, Tom
Howard, "arrived at the County Sheriff's Cffice for the purpose of
obtaining the release of Ruby two minutes before Oswald was de-
livered to the hospital"

Twice in a single paragraph the Secret Service quoted Hud-
kins as stating "this is significant to him" If it was signifi-
cant to Hudkins, it appsrently wes not to the Commission, snd
others

Any "ransacking" of evidence, by the Commission or others,

should certainly have included the confirmation cr refutation of
this Secret Servics report of Hudkins s personal observations
This document, among other things, addresses itself to both pre-
meditetion in Oswald's murder end the possible complicity of the
police in it Hudkins, therefore, waes 8 prime witness on the
question of conspiracy, especially e conspirecy to murder Oswsld,
the accused assassin end the man whose mouth above 211 others
should not hsve been closed were the assassination to be solved;
or, conversely, whose mouth had to be shut were the crime to be
pinned on him.

Attorney Howard, during the Commission's life, wzs slso
alive Today he is one of the sstounding number of people asso-
ciated with the sssassinetion who heve died under circumstances
properly considered mysterious They numbsr well over s dozen,
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Some were killed in "auto sccidents", some died of ostensibly
"natural causes" but in violation of sll actuarisl tables, and
some were even killed "accidentally" in police stations (see
Forgive My Grief, by Penn Jones, Jr )

But the Commission did not call Hudkins as a witness either
to Osweld's connections with the FBI or to the strange disinterest
of the police in the unauthorized and improper presence of the vio-
lent Ruby, who wes known to trevel with a gun, on all the earlier
occasions on which he could have murdered Oswald; or tc the remark-
eble end immediste presence of his laswyer to seek his release once
the murder was done

This document is in the Commission's own files, where it is
in the fifth folder of File 87, folio 6LO This file i1s a five-
volume Secret Service Report forwsrded Jenuery 8, 196L. It is
smong the earliest evidence svailable to the Commission. The same
information is duplicsted in another Commission file, 81, from the
Texas Attorney General, where it slso contsins a covering note,
unsigned and on a blank piece of paper, reading, "If this office
can be of further help to you, plesse contact us " It is psge 326
of File 81.

Ruby's connections were of as little interest to the Commis-
sion staff as those imputed to Cswald Liebeler's heroic propor-
tion in Inquest, through which he asssulted his former Commission
associates in its "establishment of truth", exceeds the record he
made for himself as the assistant counsel who left unenswered and
unpursued Teofil leller's statement that before the assassinstion
Oswald was "all right" to the FBI

———— ey s o
Stz W. P. GC==s% Ife=tezamt Jack Eevill February 17, 196L

Speciol Service Purean Cricd -
Dallas Police Department &)eddu&*xgigmius“ﬁw
Dallas Police Department

SUBJECT: CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE (6)
JEOFIL MELLER

Pursuant to the instructions of Captain W. P. GANNAVAY,
SUBJECT was interviewed by the undersigned officers and the fo].lovdng
report submitted.

5D 9™ 0703 MercedeMtwo or three times

after that to take them food and clothing. OSWALD became very belliger-

ent on these occasions, saying that he didn't need or want help from
anyone. MRS. MELLER also said that she saw the book, "CAPITAL", which
was written by KARL MARX, during one of these visits at OSWALD'S house
and became very worried about it. SUBJECT said he checked with the FBI
and they told him that OSWALD was all right.

SUBJECT stated that a friend of his, MRS. CUNNINGHAM with the
TEXAS EMPLOYMENT CQMMISSION, helped OSWALD get a job with a photo
engraving company in Dallas in October of 1962. When SUBJECT told
OSWALD that he should thank her i‘or getting hi.m the Job, he said, "'Why

re

Respectiully submitted, :
71 ( ///é/iv PAPPES /// .
PaJ.. Datec* ve
F. A. Hel afigen, Detoctive ¢ e s y
\"‘/'3—-5 fmigal I-,;,anxf gy g Criminel Intelligence Secticn
NITIAL T nee o) tion
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