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pheric tests; but we understand your need for “at least a minimum 
number’’ of inspections for the ratification of the treaty. “Well, if 
this is the only difficulty on the way to agreement, then for the 
noble and humane goal of ceasing nuclear weapons tests we are 
ready to meet you halfway.” Citing the Kuznetsov-Dean conversa­
tions, Khrushchev proposed agreement on two to three annual in­
spections limited to earthquake areas. If this were accepted, “the 
world can be relieved of the roar of nuclear explosions.”

Kennedy, who received the letter at Nassau, was exhilarated: it 
looked as if the Russians were really interested in a modus vivendi. 
However, the inspection quota still presented difficulties. Dean 
told the President that the only numbers he had mentioned in his 
talks with Kuznetsov were between eight and ten. Moreover, the 
Soviet figure of two or three represented not a real concession but 
a reversion to a position the Russians had taken in earlier stages 
of the negotiation and abandoned in November 1961. In replying 
to Khrushchev, Kennedy remarked on the “misunderstanding” of 
Dean’s statement, sought to reassure him that inspection could be 
hedged around to prevent espionage and pointed out the difficulties 
raised by the confinement of inspection to seismic areas. He con­
cluded: "Notwithstanding these problems, I am encouraged by 
your letter.” The next step, he suggested, might be technical dis­
cussions between representatives of the two governments.

The discussions, beginning in New York in January, took place 
in darkening domestic weather Governor Nelson Rockefeller of 
New York, nominally considered a liberal Republican, now de­
nounced the idea of a test ban. “This has become an exercise not 
in negotiation,” said Senator Everett Dirksen, the Republican leader 
of the Senate, “but in give-away.” In the House of Representatives 
Craig Hosmer of California rallied Dr. Edward Teller, Admiral 
Lewis Strauss and other traditional foes of the ban for a new 
campaign. In February Senator Thomas J Dodd of Connecticut, 
observing that too many concessions had already been made, con­
demned the comprehensive ban on the ground that it would stop 
the development of the neutron bomb and of anti-missile missiles. 
Within the government, the Joint Chiefs of Staff declared them­
selves opposed to a comprehensive ban under almost any terms and 
pronounced six annual inspections especially unacceptable.


