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years, the magazine’s chief Washington correspondent, Hugh
Sidey, relates, **With McCone and Helms, we had a set-up
that when the magazine was doing something on the CIA,
we went to them and put it before them. . . . We were never
misled.”

Similarly, when Newsweek decided in the fall of 1971 to do
a cover story on Richard Helms and *“The New Espionage,”
the magazine, according to a Newsweek staffer, went directly
to the agency for much of its information. And the article,
published on November 22, 1971, generally reflected the line
that Helms was trying so hard to sell: that since *‘the latter
1960s . . . the focus of attention and prestige within CIA™
had switched from the Clandestine Services to the analysis of
intelligence, and that *‘the vast majority of recruits are bound
for” the Intelligence Directorate. This was, of course, writ-
ten at a time when over two thirds of the agency’s budget
and personnel were devoted to covert operations and their
support (roughly the same percentage as had existed for the
preceding ten years). Newsweek did uncover several pre-
viously unpublished anecdotes about past covert operations
(which made the CIA look good) and published at least one
completely untrue statement concerning a multibillion-dollar
technical espionage program. Assuming that the facts for
this statement were provided by *reliable intelligence sources,”
it probably represented a CIA disinformation attempt de-
signed to make the Russians believe something untrue about
U.S. technical collection capabilities.

Under Helms, the CIA also continued its practice of inter-
vening with editors and publishers to try to stop publication
of books either too descriptive or too critical of the agency.
In April 1972 this book—as yet unwritten—was enjoined;
two months later, the number-two man in the Clandestine
Services, Cord Meyer, Jr., visited the New York offices of
Harper & Row, Inc., on another anti-book mission. The
publisher had announced the forthcoming publication of a
book by Alfred McCoy called The Politics of Heroin in
Southeast Asia, charging the agency with a certain degree of
complicity in the Southeast Asian drug traffic. Meyer asked
old acquaintances among Harper & Row’s top management
to provide him with a copy of the book’s galley proofs.
While the CIA obviously hoped to handle the matter infor-
mally among friends, Harper & Row asked the agency for
official confirmation of its request. The CIA's General



