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The norm against biological warfare

� Geneva Protocol (1925)

� US renunciation of BW (1969)

� Biological Weapons Convention (1972)

“bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins being used as 

weapons … would be repugnant to the conscience of 
mankind”

� Maintaining the norm today

technology, law and ethics

Richard Nixon



Biological Weapons Convention (1972)

Article I

Each State Party to this Convention undertakes never in 

any circumstances to develop, produce, stockpile or 

otherwise acquire or retain:

(1) Microbial or other biological agents, or toxins whatever their 

origin or method of production, of types and in quantities 

that have no justification for prophylactic, protective or other 

peaceful purposes;

(2) Weapons, equipment or means of delivery designed to use 

such agents or toxins for hostile purposes or in armed 

conflict.



Australian Law

Crimes (Biological Weapons) Act 1976 (Cth), Section 8:

(1) It is unlawful to develop, produce, stockpile or otherwise acquire or retain: 

(a) microbial or other biological agents, or toxins whatever their origin or 

method of production, of types and in quantities that have no justification for 

prophylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes; or prophylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes; or 

(b) weapons, equipment or means of delivery designed to use such agents or 

toxins for hostile purposes or in armed conflict.

(2) A corporation that, or a natural person who, does an act or thing declared by 

subsection (1) to be unlawful is guilty of an offence and is punishable, on 

conviction: 

(a) in the case of a corporation—by a fine not exceeding $200,000; and 

(b) in the case of a natural person—by a fine not exceeding $10,000, or by 

imprisonment for a specified period or for life, or both.



Biological Weapons Convention (1972)

Other key provisions:

Article III Not to transfer, or in any way assist, encourage or 

induce anyone else to acquire or retain biological 

weapons.

Article IV To take any national measures necessary to implement 

the provisions of the BWC domestically.

Article VI To request the UN Security Council to investigate 

alleged breaches of the BWC and to comply with its 

subsequent decisions.

Article X To do all of the above in a way that encourages the 

peaceful uses of biological science and technology



National Health Security Act 2007
“security-sensitive biological agents”

Tier 1Tier 1 Tier 2Tier 2

Abrin African swine fever

Bacillus anthracis Capripox virus

Botulinum toxin Classical swine fever virus

Ebolavirus Clostridium botulinum

Foot and mouth disease virus Francisella tularensisFoot and mouth disease virus Francisella tularensis

Highly pathogenic Influenza A virus, 

infecting humans (including Avian 

Influenza H5N1)

Lumpy skin disease virus

Marburgvirus Peste des petits ruminants virus

Ricin Salmonella Typhi

Rinderpest Vibrio cholerae (O1 and O139)

SARS coronavirus Yellow fever virus

Variola virus For more information go to

www.health.gov.au/SSBA
Yersinia pestis





Biological weaponsBiological weapons

Risks of pathogen Risks of pathogen 

researchresearch

Natural disease Natural disease 

outbreaksoutbreaks



7th Review Conference of the 

Biological Weapons Convention 
United Nations Office in Geneva, 5 to 22 December 2011

Treaty-relevant developments in science and technology

Transparency and confidence-building measuresTransparency and confidence-building measures

Decision-making at annual BWC meetings

Outreach and education

Universality



Universality
Of the 195 states in the United Nations, the Biological Weapons Convention 

currently has 164 States Parties and 13 signatories. 

There are 18 states which have neither signed nor ratified the Convention:
Andorra

Angola

Cameroon

ChadChad

Comoros

Djibouti

Eritrea

Guinea

Israel

Kiribati

Marshall Islands

Mauritania

Micronesia (Federated States of)

Namibia

Nauru

Niue

Samoa

Tuvalu 



?



Source: Bioweapons and Biodefense Freedom of Information Fund website, www.cbwtransparency.org/archive/

Original source: US Armed Forces Pest Management Board website, www.afpmb.org, 2004 (since removed)
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